

BIG FOUR 


ARIEL VH 


STUNMING MULTI 
CYLINDER ZUNDAPP 


PRISTINE RED 
HUNTER SINGLE 



double-sided 

k. POSTER 


MORTOWS 


DECEMBER 2015 



rriwtikifLIiKM 

WPif 

uPi}Yuw.rn 


PKjMJS: Henry Cole Interview ► Greeves Silverstone genesis ► 1905 Triumph 
endurance test ► New Imperial rebuild ► October Stafford show and sale 









THE WORLD'S LARGEST SELLER OF ANTIQUE MOTORCYCLES 



TIME TO CONSIGN 

THE EXPERIENCE BEGINS AT MECilM.COIIII 

NV license liluniber*B40B iiiGTorcrclesimecuni.coin I (Z6£)Z7B-50B0 // Moitiicrcle Division diTect line; 


2 THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE | DECEMBER 2015 



SPECIALISTS IN VETERAN, VINTAGE, CLASSIC AND THOROUGHBRED MOTORCYCLES 





A SELECTION OF MACHINES ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE IN OUR SHOWROOMS 



1914 Itidiaii 500cc Two speed 1922 SuAbeam SOOcc TT Sporting Model 1928 Ariel 500cc Model C 



Davidson 740cc Model XA 


1997 Norton 350cc Model M40 <Intematii 


1937 Cotton 350ce JAP 


1973 Moto Guial^O^c Mi^el^^J978 Quasar «SOcc 
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Editor^s 
welcome 

As I write, we’ve just come back from 
the ‘October’ Stafford show, which once 
again appears to have been a resounding 
success all round, none more so than in 
the case of the Bonhams auction. 

Some of the prices achieved were, frankly, 
staggering, but it is testament to the enduring appeal 
of old motorcycles that people are prepared to spend 
such sums. I know some will say: ‘It’s Just anonymous 
collectors who’ll never ride them,’ but that simply isn’t 
true because, for example, the guy who bought the 
ex-Tyrell Smith Pudge will, without a doubt, aim to have 
it back on track, running if not racing, and it’s a similar 
story for the Gilbert Emery KTT Velocette which sold 
earlier in the year for well above what was expected. 

Both ex-racers have gone to people who will use 
them, which is fabulous. Sure they cost a lot, but 
quality generally does. And even the Pudge at £70,000 
was cheaper than a new base-model Pange Pover, 
which sharply puts it into some kind of perspective. 

Formula 1 drivers (and ex-world champions both) 

Seb Vettel and Jenson Button both pitched up 
at Stafford too, again illustrating that this classic 
motorcycling bug is spreading! Vettel comes from 
a motorcycling family, while Button has bikes too, I 
believe, and it was good to see them both there. 

This high-profile and high-price motorcycle world 
will lead to some saying ‘well, that’s all well and good, 
but it’s taking it away from the ordinary enthusiasts’... 
and to a degree that is true. But the beauty of the 
classic motorcycle world is that if it’s Just sheer riding 
pleasure you’re after, it doesn’t take a fortune. 

Sure, it’d be fabulous to have the ex-works Pudge 
or KTT, but actually, a rigid B31 is a truly lovely (and 
surprisingly lively) machine to own and use, and 
will give lots of pleasure. Likewise, that whole raft 
of 1940s and 50s 350cc singles are a joy; I always 
remember a collector of Velocettes, with all manner 
of Thruxtons, cammies. Venoms et al at his disposal, 
confessing the one he liked to ride best of all was his 
swinging arm MAC. 

So even if you (we) can’t afford mega money classics, 
we can, for a not unreasonable sum, access a world of 
classic pleasure. And even those who can buy what they 
want might choose what the rest of us can afford too! 

JAMES ROBINSON 
Editor 
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Classic Archive | Speedway style 



Pride comes 
before the tall 

It is always a wise and foresighted policy to enter 
a corner at a speed you know your machine can 
handle without ‘giving out’, and even more so in 
the early days of motorcycling. It matters little 
whether or not Howard Smith employed this 
policy, the outcome was the same. 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH 
Photography: MORTONS MEDIA ARCHIVE 


n this evocative photograph from May 1911 we see intrepid rider 
Howard Smith hurtling around a corner on his 500cc side valve 
TT Triumph during the Sutton Coldfield AC Hill Climh. Seconds 
after this was snapped the unfortunate Smith came a cropper; with 
his front wheel well clear of the ground and reaching an almost 
irresolvable angle of lean, he skidded right to the feet of the photographer who 
captured this image. Thankfully, Smith was unhurt, hut the unfortunate mishap 
was one of two ugly blemishes on an otherwise great display of spirited riding. 

The Sutton Coldfield AC Hill Climb took place at Coalport near Ironbridge, 

Salop, and by all accounts the event was a stupendous success. The 83 entries 
made for an impressive new record turnout and the weather was as balmy as one 
could hope for. The hill itself was described by The Motor Cycle as "very difficult" 
comprising two severe bends that "accounted for quite a crop of failures" The hill 
itself was about 1000 yards (around 915 metres) in length and taxed both the riders 
and their machines. 

A sizeable crowd gathered at the top of the hill and they soon got into the spirit 
of things. The sound of tumultuous applause carried all the way to the bottom of 
the hill; the enthusiasm of the spectators was paramount from start to finish and 
no doubt helped spur the participants up the challenging hill. 

The participants and their motorcycles were arranged into four classes, which 
were assigned the designations of class one (300cc lightweight singles and 345cc 
lightweight twins), class two (single -cylinder touring machines up to 600cc), class 
four (TT machines) and the unlimited class, which was for any and all types of 
motorcycle. A lot of riders found the two tricky bends mentioned previously to be 
near- insurmountable obstacles and many riders failed to negotiate the awkwardly 
tight curvature of the course at that point. 

While perusing the list of entrants to the hill climb, one particular name leapt 
out of the page, that of Harry Rembrandt 'Rem' Fowler, the winner of the 
twin-cylinder race in the inaugural Isle of Man TT in 1907, a feat he accomplished 
astride a Peugeot- engined Norton motorcycle, but whom in this instance was 
riding a 2%hp New Hudson motorcycle. He competed in both class one and the 
unlimited class. Fowler was involved in trials riding as well as making many a trip 
to the Island both to ride and to spectate, and rode in hill climbs and other 
off-road events even before his victory in the first Isle of Man TT. 

In coverage of the event featured in the May 25, 1911 issue of The Motor Cycle, 
special mention was made of the officials. The car and cycle judges (W A Riley and 
R W Duke respectively) were commended for their fair-mindedness and strong 
work ethic, and Arnold Mills - who was in charge of 'the scales' - was also praised 
for his hard work and diligence. Also given a pat on the back were the timekeepers 
and telephone operators, as well as the starter, H Royce, and Frank Burnett, 
the chief steward. 
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New^^^venls 


NewsSffvents 


TyreU Smith : 

works racer surely a record 



In what must be the highest price paid for a Rudge, the 
1932 four-valve works racer ridden to third place in 
that year's TT, fetched a staggering £70,940 at Bonhams' 
Stafford auction, held on October 18. 

Offered for restoration and having been in the same 
ownership since the 1940s, the Rudge was last started 
in the 1970s and since then had been kept in dry 
storage in the basement of the vendor's family home. 
Hopefully, it will be back in action and perhaps even 
leap Ballig Bridge again, as it is shown here doing, with 
Smith in the saddle, in 1932. 

For more on Bonhams' Stafford sale, turn to page 30. 




::ar'-V ■ 


T 

ft 





1 


The 77th Pioneer Run 


Gear Gremlin 



Downs by the Mayor of Epsom and Ewell, 
and from there the 47 mile route follows 
the A217 through Reigate to join the A23 
at Gatwick, then diverting to Handcross, 
Cowfold and Henfield, to re-join the A23 after 
Pyecombe Hill and on to Brighton. 

The route continues through Brighton 
to Madeira Drive where the first arrivals 
are expected from 10am. Awards will be 
presented by the Mayor of the City of 
Brighton & Hove, together with the Mayor 
of Epsom & Ewell in the Sunbeam MCC 
marquee at 2pm. 


The 77th Pioneer Run is scheduled to be 
held on Sunday, March 20 next year. This 
historic event is a landmark one for those 
entrenched in the veteran motorcycle 
movement, and an anticipated 370 or more 
entries are expected be received. 

The 2016 Pioneer Run will be started at 
Sam from Tattenham Corner, Epsom 


BANDANA 

FLEECE 



Multi-functional and with a 
fleecy section for extra comfort 
and warmth, the Gear Gremlin 
Bandana Fleece is ideal for 
plugging the gap between jacket 
and helmet when riding and 
keeping the wearer warm and 
comfortable. One size fits all 
and the Gear Gremlin Bandana 
Fleece costs £13.99 including VAT. 
Call The Key Collection on 01 17 
971 9200 or visit 

thekeycollection.co.uk for details. 
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VMCC 

training day 

Dates have been released for the Vintage Club's 
2016 training days - May 28 and September 3. 
Book early to ensure you get a place. Cost is £45 
for club members, £60 for non-members, with 
the machines you'll get to try potentially 
including the club's own SS80 Brough Superior. 






niEVINTilfiE 
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MECliiifl 

time to consign 

IN a* KfflKUni 


Mecum 

auction 


There's a fair helping of brilliant veterans 
on the starting grid for Mecum's auction 
in Las Vegas on January 7-9. From the JT 
Stewart collection there are a couple of Thors, 
among others, while a 1918 lOOOcc V-twin 
is interesting too. As is the Laverda framed 
Norton Commando engined special Ala Verde. 
Details atwww.mecum.com or (262) 275-5715. 


New restoration projects 

at the Sammy Miller Museum 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

■ NEWARK IN JANUARY 
The C5G Winter Classic 
will be on January 9/10, at 
the Newark showground. 
Star guest is TT and short 
circuit star Peter Hickman. 
For advance tickets call 
01507 529529 and for trade 
enquiries 01507 529430. 

■ NMM CLASSIC TT 
A series of four videos 
showing the National 
Motorcycle Museum's 
activities at the 2015 Classic 
TT have been posted on the 
museum's Facebook page. 

■ ir S SHOWTIME 
Get your skates on, as this 
weekend (November 7/8) 
the Royal Bath and West 
Showground, Shepton 
Mallet, plays host to the 
Classic Vehicle Restoration 
Show. Details and tickets 
from www.carsandevents. 
com or 01507 529529. 

■ SORRY ANDY 
The article and pictures 
on the Stella Alpina rally 
in our last issue were 
wrongly credited. It 
should have said 'Words 
and photography: Andy 
Westlake.' Apologies. 

■ BRISTOL DATE 
One for your 2016 
diary... the Bristol Classic 
MotorCycle show at 
Shepton Mallet will be 
held over the weekend of 
February 6/7. For advance 



The Sammy Miller 
Motorcycle Museum 
has recently been 
presented with quite 
a challenge. The 
good people at the 
Museum Workshop 
have been tasked 
with restoring three 
machines; a 1946 
Scott Autocycle, a 
1926 AJS Big Port, 
and a 1929 500cc 
Royal Enfield. As 
you can see from the 
photograph, this will 
be no mean feat! 


tickets call 01507 529529. 

■ BONHAMS HENDON 
With the record Stafford 
sale still fresh in the 
memory, entries are invited 
for Bonhams' sale at the 
RAF museum, Hendon, on 
December 10. Call 0208 
963 2817 or www.bonhams. 
com/ motorcycles. 

■ NORTHERN JUMBLE 
Head to Scorton's North 
Yorkshire event's centre on 
November 21 for the Great 
North Jumble. Call Bert 
07909 904705. 

V- 
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Bonhams' 
Vegas sale 

Among ihe machines consigned already are the barn find 
moiorcycles from the de Guigne collection. Ihe de Guigne 
family is descended from E’rench ndbitlty and gold rush 
era magnates and are regarded as San Francisco Bay Area 
royalty! Motorcycles offered iriclude four very original 
barn-find condition bikes: a U148 BSA R3h 1968 Triumph 
TldOC, 1974 Nonon Commando and^ most notewonhy, a 
1948 Vincem Series B Hapide; shown above. 

Also from the Stevenage works is a 'one C^alifomla 
owner from new' Vincent Black Prince that will be offered. 
Uncommon and increasingly sought after, this highly 
original cxampie was ridden to rallies and events all over 
the US by the consignor and his late wife. 

For further infomiaiion go to bonhams.com /^ egas. 

Iheauctioji w4ll take place on Ihursday, january 7, 20 IB, 
at Bally's FloteJ and Casino on 1he Strip. 


H&H at Duxford 


SA]>: J52 




of Moiorcvvlca 

* 



There were some interesting 
results at H&H's sale at 
Duxford on October 13, with 
some strong prices achieved, 
though a few notable lots 
remained unsold. 

Biggest price was the 
£52,640, achieved for a 
matching number 1953 
Vincent Black Shadow which 
had been off the road and 
stored indoors since 1969, 
while a 1951 Rapide from the 
same maker fetched £28,000. 
A Honda CR93 - the exquisite 
1960s 1215CC racer - made 
£41, 400. Notable was the well 
above estimate £17,640-plus 
paid for a 1931 Montgomery 
Greyhound, while two 
1950s Maserati lightweight 
motorcycles - a 160cc four- 
' stroke and a 1 25cc two -stroke 

- fetched £7168 and £5600 
respectively. The Rennsport 
BMW, DKWSS250 and GP125 
Ducati all didn't sell. All 
prices quoted include buyers' 
premium, but no taxes. 


Book Review 

Moto Guzzi - 
The Complete Story 


AUTHOR: Greg Pullen 
PUBLISHED BY: 

The Crowood Press, The Stable Block, 
Crowood Lane, Ramsbury, 
Marlborough, Wilts SN8 2HR. 

TEL: 01672 520320 

EMAIL: Iulie@crowood.com 

www.crowood.com 

Hardback, 220 x 270mm, 175 pages, 

with more than 230 colour and black 

and white photographs. 



ISBN: 978-1-84797-576-8 £25 


With the launch of the new 
California 1400 in 2013, plus 
actor Ewan Gregor appointed 
brand ambassador, Moto 
Guzzi owner Piaggio is 
proving its belief in the future 
and importance of the Moto 
Guzzi brand. 

Moto Guzzi - The 
Complete Story charts the 
development of the stylish 
Guzzi motorcycles and the 
highs (and lows) of one of the 
oldest motorcycle marques 
still in existence. Piaggio has 
grand plans for the factory 
in Mandello del Lario in 
northern Italy, Moto Guzzi's 
home since the start and now 
the oldest motorcycle factory 
in the world. 

Always a motorcyclist, 
we read that Carlo Guzzi 
studied engineering before 
working for Singer cars in 
Milan and Isotta Franschini, 
one of the greatest names in 
early motoring. Influenced 
by their high standards and 
innovative designs. Carlo 
built his first prototype in 
1919 in a blacksmith's forge 
on the south-eastern shores 
of Lake Como. Incorporating 
a horizontal single -cylinder 
engine with gear- driven 
primary drive and an outside 
'bacon sheer' flywheel, these 
features were to be seen on 
Moto Guzzis for the next 
40 years, from roadsters to 
world-championship winning 
machines. 

Backed by the Parodi family, 
Moto Guzzi quickly became 


Italy's most famous and 
successful marque. The firm 
was the first Italian factory 
to win at the Isle of Man TT, 
and in the 1960s the first 
to realise that the future of 
motorcycling lay not with 
cheap commuters, but with 
large-capacity machines for a 
new breed of enthusiast. 

For perhaps the first 
time, this book provides 
the definitive account 
of exactly how Giuliano 
Cesare Carcano, designer 
of the 180mph V8 racer 
in the 1950s, developed 
the V-twin engine that has 
become emblematic of Moto 
Guzzi. Then there are the 
De Tomasso years and the 
Argentinean entrepreneur's 
plans for a six-cylinder Moto 
Guzzi road bike, eventually 
dropped in favour of the far 
more successful and iconic 
Le Mans model. 

Finally, this excellent, well- 
illustrated book comes up to 
date with the new California 
and hopes for a new single, 
still based around the Lake 
Como factory. 

Moto Guzzi is uniquely 
bound to Mandello del Lario 
and, with few exceptions; 
every Moto Guzzi ever built 
has come from here. Moto 
Guzzi - The Complete Story 
is the story of that wonderful 
corner of Italy, some very 
special motorcycles and 
the astonishing people who 
made it happen. 

lonathan Hill 
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THE DECEMBER SALE 
Collectors’ Motorcycles and Motor Cars 
RAF Museum, Hendon 
Thursday 10 December 2015 

ENTRIES NOW INVITED 


COMPLIMENTARY AUCTION APPRAISAL 
Visit bonhams-cornTtnotorcycles to submit 

a Complimentary Auctbn Appraisal. 



1939 8SA 54)OCC M24 OOLD STAR 
El 0,000-1 4,000 


CATALCKSUE ENQUIRIES 

+44 (05 1 666 502 200 Motorcycles {London) 

subscriptionsdtK5nhaiTis.com +44 (0) 20 8963 2817 

ukmotorcydesdbonhams,com 

LOT PREVIEW 

bonhams.corn/22706 Europe 

+33(0)142 611 011 
eum^txcyciesdbonharns.QQrn 



1953 ARIEL 996CO SQUARE FOUR 40 MK2 
£9,000-11,000 



LES GRANDE5 HtARQUES 
DOHOHDE 


GRAND 

PALAIS 


Important Collectors' Motorcycles, 
Motor Cars and Automobilia 
Thursday 4 February 2016 
Paris, France 

ENTRIES NOW INVITED 


Bonhams is proud to offer a selection 
of 17 (tahan machines from the world 
renowned MC Collection In Sweden. 
The museum was founded in 1999 by 
enthusiast Chrlster R. Christensson 
who. together with motoncyde 
historian Ove Johansson, has 
assembled a world-dass collection of 
motoncyde masterpieces , 


1983 DUCATI 900 S2 
€7,000-9,700 




Bonhams 


bonKams.com/motorcycles 



- 




Live Tweed, Ride Dapper 

Ihe 2015 Worldwide 
Distinguished Gentleman's Ride 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

■ NUMBERPLATE 
CHANGES 
Non-reflective number 
plates in black and silver/ 
black and white are now 
permitted on vehicles made 
before January 1, 1975 
and that are registered in 
the historic tax class. Call 
Chestnut Registrations for 
details, 0151 9246480 or 
chestnut-registrations.co.uk 

■ GOODWOOD 
ANNOUNCES 
PROVISIONAL 2016 
FESTIVAL OF SPEED 
AND REVIVAL DATES 
Goodwood has announced 
provisional dates for the 
2016 Festival of Speed and 
Revival. The Festival of 
Speed will be on June 23-26, 
and the Revival, which is 
the world's largest and most 
celebrated historic motor 
racing and vintage culture 
event, will take place on 
September 9-11. 


With dapper clothing and plenty 
of facial hair to the fore, the 2015 
Distinguished Gentleman's Ride 
took place on September 27. 

The event began at Poole 
Quay, stopped on Bournemouth 
Promenade and then over to 
Highcliffe Castle where the 
riders were met by Sammy and 
Rosemary Miller, who led them 
back to their museum. 


With nearly 200 bikes 
participating, the effort the 
gentleman riders had put 
into their retro clothing and 
moustaches, and the ladies with 
their outfits and make up, was 
to be admired. 

It is anticipated once all the 
fundraising cash is in, the final 
figure will be around £10,000 for 
the Prostate Cancer Foundation. 


Veteran machines 
head for Scotland 

The VMCC held its inaugural 
run in Scotland for veteran 
motorcycles on October 3. 

The run attracted an entry of 
23 machines and followed a 68 
mile route. The earliest machine 
entered was the VMCC's 1903 
Dreadnought which was gifted 
to the club by Harold Karslake, 
affectionately known as 'Oily.' 

Run organiser John 
Macmillan of Lanark said: 

'There seemed to be a demand 
for a veteran run and we were 
hoping for single figure entries, 
but the response far exceeded 
our expectations. The riders 
came from all over Scotland and 
a number from England and 
Northern Ireland." 


1905 Peugeot V-twin among 
the machines at the inaugural 
Scottish veteran run. 


Latest donation 




Riders congregate 04it&icle 
the Sammy iMtllier Museum. 



■ CLASSIC 
MOTORSHOW 

The NEC plays host to 
the Lancaster Insurance 
Classic Motorshow on 
November 13-15. Book 
tickets in advance and save 
by calling 0844 8541354, 
quoting CMBS15CM. It's 
usually a great show, rich 
in diversity. Have a look at 
classicmotorbikeshow.com 

■ STAR TREK MODELS 
WANTED FOR LONDON 
MODEL ENGINEERING 
EXHIBITION 

It is now nearly 50 years 
since the first episode of 
the iconic sci-fi television 
series Star Trek was aired, 
and The London Modelling 
Exhibition is paying homage 
to the famous television 
program with a special 
anniversary display at 
Alexandra Palace, London, 
on the weekend of January 
15-17. Admission is £1 1 
for adults, £10 for a Senior 
Citizens/Student and £4 for 
a child (ages 5-14). 


Blue Plaque at the former home of 

Siegfried Bettmann 

A Blue Plaque has been unveiled at the former home of Triumph 
founder Siegfried Bettmann by the Lord Mayor of Coventry. 

Besides the members of Coventry History Society and the Stoke 
Park Residents' Association there were representatives from the 
Triumph factory, the National Motorcycle Museum, 

Vintage Motor Cycle Club and the Triumph Owners 
Motor Cycle Club. The Triumph bikes on display 
ranged from the latest models right back to a 1902 
version. Two Triumph sports cars were also shown. 


[I 


Davida face masks now availab 


, the 



em 


Colin Seeley poses with 
the life-size cut-out of 
Valentino Rossi, which 
was auctioned on behalf of 
the Joan Seeley Pain Relief 
Memorial Trust, the charity 
Colin set up in memory 
of his first wife, with the 
proceeds going to Rainbows 
Hospice for Children. The 
cut-out sold for £1265 
with Colin explaining: 
"We've raised £152,000 so 
far. It's a true charity, with 
everything raised going to 
the fund, no expenses or 
anything like that. Bonhams 
is so supportive too." 



White and nut brown leather 


Looking as good as they perform on 
the road, the Davida face masks, made 
with a single layer of soft leather and 
, a soft laminated liner for comfort and 
warmth, are now available in white 
and nut brown leather. 

Visit davida.co.uk for further details. 
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Carole Nash, a name you can trust 

0800 781 9308 

✓ No Excess 

✓ Free agreed value'^ 

✓ UK & European breakdown and accident 
recovery, including Homestart assistance 
worth over £100 

✓ Up to £100,000 legai expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your lauit 

✓ RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage 
cover when riding other bikes 

✓ FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^ 


CAROLE NASH 

3 0^» BIRTHDAY 

The care it deserves 


reevoo 


iWD£|tol 






# # # * 


# # # 


Opening hours: Mon - Fn 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am -4pm. ''DIMA+ protection system, terms and conditions 
apply-carolena5h.com/dna-terms-0nd-oonditions. "^bfect to satisfying underwriting conditions. "Based on an average 
customer saving of £243. Saving cxxnpated to buying two separate Carole Nash poltdes. Average customer - 48 year 
old male with 7 years NCB^ riding a Honda 900RR Rreblade and a BMW R1200 CS.*1?ider Cbuer: Both btles must have 
comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - canolenash.cQm/nder-tefmsanckx}ndittons. Carole Nash Insurance 
Consuitants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Rnandal Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a 
trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultents Ltd, registered in England and V^ies no. 2600841. 


THE WAY WE WERE IN 

DECEMBER 


1965 

The Rickman Brothers, 
internationally known for 
their scrambling exploits, 
announced they were going 
road racing. Not as racers, 
but as manufacturers of 
machines. A batch of six 
prototypes, to be installed 
with 350cc AJS 7R and 500cc 
Matchless G50 engines, were 
being built. To be raced 
under the Tom Kirby banner, 
the machines would be 
entered in the loM TT races 
as Kirby-Rickman 'works' 
Matchless-Metisse machines. 

Looking ahead, Don 
and Derek were already 
in negotiations with the 
Plumstead AMC factory for 
a batch of 100 350cc AJS 7R 


and 500cc Matchless G50 
engines and gearboxes. The 
Rickman road racing plan 
had the full support of BP oil 
and petroleum. 

Alongside this project 
building complete machines, 
the Hampshire factory would 
also supply road racing rolling 
chassis in kit form, as above 
and as with Metisse scrambler 
chassis kits. Into these owners 
can install a selection of single 
and twin cylinder engines, 
including a range of over-500cc 
parallel Triumph, BSA, AMC, 
Norton and Royal Enfield twin 
cylinder engines, which it was 
envisaged would be popular for 
the up to lOOOcc classes races 
run at many UK short circuits. 


1915 

Having already announced 
ranges for 1916, more 
factories revealed prices for 
the next season. BSAs three 
model range comprised the 
all chain drive T^Ahp model at 
£64, with the chain- cum-belt 
drive machine £2 cheaper, 
with £50- 10s buying the direct 


1940 


BSA confirmed that by 
November 31, 1940, it would 
have supplied over 20,000 side- 


drive 499cc TT machine. Flat 
out supplying its three-speed 
Model H to the military, the 
Coventry factory of Triumph 
offered no civilian models, 
while Humber continued the 
supply of its fore and aft flat 
twins, the 3y2hp model priced 
at £87- 12s, the 6hp £104. 


valve M20 singles to the British 
and Allied forces. Production 
remained at full tilt. 


1990 

Brian Verrall, proprietor of the 
long established and respected 
dealer of veteran, vintage and 
classic motorcycles Brian 
Verrall and Co, announced 
the business had acquired 
Quick's Garage, Handcross, 
Sussex. Well known since 
the horse drawn mail coach 
days, the site still sported a 
working blacksmith's shop. 

The late Archie Quick founded 
his garage at the premises in 
1925 and continued to trade 


there until his death in 1989, 
more latterly specialising in 
vintage cars. Having previously 
traded from Tooting Bee Road, 
London, SW17, 

Mr Verrall stated he'd relocate 
his business in about a year 
after Quick's Garage had 
been refurbished. As well as 
motorcycles, Verrall and Co 
would continue to deal in 
Penny Farthing and associated 
cycles, period lamps, parts and 
appropriate literature. 

Richard Rosenthal 
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YOUR EVENT SHOULD BE HERE 

The Classic MotorCycle is anxious to learn all about your motorcycle-related events. 
Contact us at The Classic MotorCycle, Mortons Media Ltd, Diary Listings, 

PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6LZ or email obnnfreeads@nnortons.co.uk 


NOVEMBER 2015 


NOVEMBER 1 

Penrith Autojumble, Penrith 
Auction Mart, Skirsgill, Penrith, 
Cumbria CAll ODN. 

Tel Ian Sherrard 07836 331324 (day) 
or 01772 323654 (6-8pm). 
www.garstangautojumbles.co.uk 
VMCC (Northampton) Rocket 
Run, Hunsbury Country Park, 
10.30am. 

Tel Dave Mead 01327 342570. 

Ton Up Day - England Expects, 
Ace Cafe London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 
Charterhouse Classic Cars, 
Motorcycles and Automobilia 
Auction, Royal Bath & West 
Showground, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset BA4 6QN. 

Tel 01935 812277. 

NOVEMBERS 

Classic Bike & Car Meet, The 

Victoria, Coalville, Leics LE67 3FA. 


Tel 01530 814718. 
www.vicbikerspub. co.uk 

NOVEMBER 7 

Rufforth Auto jumble, 

Rufforth Park, York Y023 3QH. 
www.rufforthautojumble.com 

NOVEMBER 7-8 

The Footman James 15th Classic 
Vehicle Restoration Show, 

Royal Bath & West showground, 
Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 6QN. 

NOVEMBERS 

LE Velo (Lancs & S Lakes), 

Kirkland, near Garstang 
(Autojumble nearby) 10am. 

Tel 01772 782516. 

Garstang Autojumble, 

Hamilton House Farm, Garstang, 
Preston PR3 0TB. 

Tel Ian Sherrard 07836 331324 (day) 
or 01772 323654 (6-8pm). www. 
garstangautojumbles.co.uk 

Poppy Day Parade & Service - 



Radnor Rcvtvab 

H(>liday & Events 


Set in the stunning Mid Wales 
countryside^ wc provide 
accommodation tn our 5 
well-equipped holiday Lodges 
on a self-catering basis or with 
meals provided. We have full 
workshop and breakdown 
facilities onsite, as well as 
power wash. As a perfect base 
for touring and tr^l holidays, 
we also offer additionaf 
services for organising routes 
and events for club oudngs^ 
as well as routes and traib for 


groups. 

VLsii our wchsUe for more details and information at 


wvm.RadnorRevivals.com 

or telephone Bev on 01597 0405(18 or 07S76S97697. 

Biynwyddog, Oaiiblster, UlEiiidirindDd WdLs, Powys, Mid Wales, LDI 6TL 



Telephone 
01536 511532 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
TECHNICAL HELPLINE 
PARTS SERVICE 
IVLA APPROVED DATING 

MEMBERS DISCOUNT 
eeiirur 

RALLIES AND RUNS 
CLUB FORUM 


Unit 3, Telford Way Industrial Estale. 
Kettering, Northants NN16 8PT 


visit WWW.jaTtipQt.COin 


Military Vehicle Meet, Ace Cafe 
London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 
Autojumble, Manchester Road, 
Rixton, near Warrington WA3 6EA. 
Tel T Taylor 07860 648103. 

NOVEMBER 13 

Classic Bike & Car Meet, The 

Victoria, Coalville, Leics LE67 3FA. 
Tel 01530 814718. 
www.vicbikerspub.co.uk 

NOVEMBER 13-15 

The Lancaster Insurance 
Classic Motor Show, The NEC, 
Birmingham B40 INT. 

Tel 0844 854 1354. 
www.necclassicmotorshow.com 
Wales Rally GB, Chirk Castle, 
Chirk, WrexhamLL14 5AF 
WWW. walesrallygb. com 

NOVEMBER 15 

'Normous Newark Autojumble, 


Newark Showground, 

Notts NG24 2NY. 
www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 
VMCC (Northampton) Memorial 
Run, Brixworth Country Park, 
10.30am. 

Tel Mick Sawyer 01604 592666. 

Bike Day, Ace Cafe London NWIO 
7UD. www.ace-cafe-london.com 

NOVEMBER 19 

LE Velo (Lancs & S Lakes), Knott 
Working Men's Club, (fish & chips), 
11 for 12. Tel 01772 782516. 

NOVEMBER 20 

Classic Bike & Car Meet, The 

Victoria, Coalville, Leics LE67 3FA. 
Tel 01530 814718. 
www.vicbikerspub.co.uk 

NOVEMBER 21 

Scorton Giant Auto/Bike Jumble, 

North Yorkshire Events Centre 
DLIO 6EH. Tel Bert 07909 904705. 



E.G.P. Enterprises 

MOTORCYCLE JUMBLE? 



Kempron Park Racecourse. TW16 5 AQ (Jl otTM3) 

Southern Classic 
Off ’Road Shout & 
Motorcycle Junihle 
Sat. 5th Dec 2015 

mmmmmwmmmmmmmmmimmmmwwwmwmmwmmmmmm 

:■ ACE CAFE LONDON PRESENTS ij 
"FLAT TRACK CORNER" I- 



Admission; Adult £<7.tK) Cliiid/OAP £5.00 
Ualt'S open at 9.30am 

Food & RtrlVeshmenLs available - Free car park 
Selling your bike? Why not try our Bike \fan7 

NOW TAKING CXUB & PRIVATE ENnum 

Contact; Eric Patterson Tel: 01344 883961 
Mob: 07796 1 36203 / 077 1 7696 1 84 
Email: ericegpattcrsontS btinternct.com 

WWW.ECP-ENTERPRISES.CO.IJK 


Send your diary entries to obmfreeads(S)mortons.co.uk 



NOVEMBER 22 

Huddersfield Autojumble. 

Tel Jeff 07795 505388. 
http://phoenixfairs.jimdo.com 

Ariel OC founders Day + British 
& Classic Bikes, Ace Cafe London 
NWIO 7UD. 

www.ace-cafe-london.com 
Autojumble, Manchester Road, 
Rixton, near Warrington WAS 6EA. 
Tel T Taylor 07860 648103. 

Sixth Salvation Army Southwell 
Toy Run, Admiral Rodney Hotel, 
King Street, Southwell NG25 OEL. 
Meet at 10am. 

NOVEMBER 27 

Classic Bike & Car Meet, The 

Victoria, Coalville, Leics LE67 3FA. 
Tel 01530 814718. 
www.vicbikerspub.co.uk 

NOVEMBER 28 

LE Velo Northampton gathering. 

The George Inn, Tiffield NN12 8AD, 
noon. Tel 01604 499858. 


Wetherby Autojumble, Wetherby 
Racecourse LS22 5EJ. 
www.wetherbyautojumble.co.uk 

NOVEMBER 28-DECEMBER 6 

Motorcycle Live 2015, NEC 

Birmingham. 

www.motorcyclelive.co.uk 

NOVEMBER 29 

LE Velo (Lancs & S Lakes), 

Dunsop Bridge, meet car park, 11 for 
12. Tel 01772 782516. 

19th Malvern Drive-In Classic 
Car & Bike Autojumble, 

Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcs WR13 6NW. 

Tel 01484 667776. 
www.classicshows.org 
Super Moto, Scramblers & Off- 
Road, Ace Cafe London NWIO 7UD. 
www.ace-cafe-london.com 
Chelmsford Bike Jumble, Boreham 
Village Hall, Main Road, Boreham, 
Chelmsford, Essex CM3 3JD. 

Tel 02082 526831 or 07968 080990. 


/tSIANT AUTO & BIKE JUMBLE 

SCORTON - Hoiili Yorkshire Events Centre DL10 6EJ 
5 ffilns oft A1 at CatlaHok, BI3S3 Cattorfch to Tooslde road 
- 1 mllo oast of Bcorton * Start* Tam 
UNOEnCOVEft A OilTSIDE 

NOVEMBER 21ST a DECEMBER 19TH 

ADMI^ION E3w00 * PHCHES FROM C12 
A MASSIVE IS ACRE SHE OF AUTO AND BIKE 
TUMBLE INSIDE AND OUT 
AMPLE PAPAtm - EiCELLENT REFRESHtlEfTTS 

CALL BERT ON 07909 904705 


EVERY THIRD 
SATURDAY OF 
EVERY MONTH 






' THfe CAROLE NASH ' 

BKiST 0 L 

. V 2^6 

Classic m<5»brcycle Show 



SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6-SUNDAX FEBRUARY 7, » 


aovaisice 

TlCKfTS 
ON SALE 

Nown 


THE ftOYAL BATH WEST SHOWGROUND, SHEFTQN MAHFT, SOMERSH &A4 6QN 


Ticket hotlines 01 SO? 529529 Visits vmw. cl ai^icbikesh^wBrCom 


Trade enquiries^ 0 1 5 4.. : /¥43 l 




Why Carole Nash? 
Because I want to 
keep my bike’s 
spare parts, not 
feel like one!' ^ 


Carole Nash, a name you can trust 

0800781 9308 

. 1 itc ■ I* .. - - r~ 

carolenash.com 

n /Insidebikesxom Q@insidebik£s 


CAROLE NASH 

30** BIRTHDAY 

The care It deserves 


^ reevqo ** 

S i M i T iW - 


r^taqfo 

1 dahx^ta 

dofaqtei 





# # * * * 



dpHCiQ Nmt.: Aam - ni^ is 4*^ ■ SgmiT! 

vij ler dHifc CbvJUrti M a jmNpwd Fd br 

FiunOii Cowtia AJftonty. Aim le ieiEn miQ. j0T743-ClR9E Wiitt indngrtyledC^Hdr 
L£i. biqtm vd MMh na. 
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THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

OFFER CODE: TCMXMAS1 5 DECEMBER ISSUE 


SIMPLY COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO: 
TCM SUBSCRIPTIONS, PO BOX 99, HORNCASTLE, 
LINCOLNSHIRE LN9 6LZ 


UK 


SIX MONTHLY ONE YEAR 

DIRECT DEBIT CREDIT CARD/CHEQUE 


□ £20 + Calendar 


□ £42 + Calendar 


EU □ £53 

REST OF WORLD □ £57 



I WOULD LIKE A GIFT CARD ukonly ■ 


A 


PAYER’S DETAILS (MUST BE COMPLETED) 


Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please circle) 


First name Surname 

I Email 

Telephone 


Mobile 


Year of Birth 


Address 


The Classic 


SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS 

> Pay only £3.33 per issue saving 
21 % on the cover price 

> Delivered to your door before it 
goes on sale in the shops 

> Never miss an issue! 

> Great online services to check 
your subscription details 


Postcode 


DELIVERY DETAILS (IF DIFFERENT TO ABOVE) 


Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (please circle) 

First name Surname 

Address 


Postcode 


PLUS NEVER MISS 

> Exclusive offers 

> Access to the Classic Bikers 
Club website 


I Email 

On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd may decide to contact you by post/phone regarding information reiating 
to current offers of products or services (inciuding discounted subscription offers) which we believe may be of 
interest to our readers. If you do not wish to receive such offers please tick this box □ 

On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd may decide to email/fax you regarding information relating to current 
offers of products or services (including discounted subscription offers) which we believe may be of interest to our 
readers. If you wish to receive such offers, please tick this boxD 

On occasion Mortons Media Group Ltd may permit third parties, that we deem to be reputable, to contact you by 
post/phone/fax/email regarding information relating to current offers of products or services which we believe may 
be of interest to our readers. If you wish to receive such offers please tick this box □ 

1.U DIRECT DEBIT 

Instruction to Bank/Building Society to pay by Direct Debit: 

I would like to change/take out a subscription for £20 every six months 

(UK only) 

Account in the name of 


Account number Sort code 

Name of Bank/Building Society 


Address 


Postcode 


Please pay Mortons Media Group Ltd direct debits from the account detailed in the instructions, subject to the 
safeguards of the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Mortons Media 
Group and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. Originator’s ID number: 
830390 


Signature 


Date 

Reference number (office use only) 


2. □ DEBIT/CREDIT CARD 
Please debit my: □ Visa 

Card number: 

Start date / 


□ Mastercard □ Switch/Maestro 


Expiry date 


/ 


3 digit verification code Switch issue number 



Signature 

Date 


3. □ CHEQUE I enclose a cheque made payable to Mortons Media Group Ltd 


> Great connpetitions 


Giving as 
a present? 


Add the finishing touch 
with a free gift card. 
Simpiy tick the box 
provided or ask 
a member of 
the customer 


services team. 



All gift subscriptions will start with the first issue published after 
Christmas and available to UK only. All gifts will be posted direct to 
the recipient from the week commencing December 1 . (The gift will 
be clearly marked as a Christmas gift and ‘not to open’) Ts and Cs 
available at www.classicmagazines.co.uk 


FOLLOW us AT 

FACEBOOK.COM/TCMMAGAZINE 











AND RECEIVE THIS GREAT 



ONLINE ATWWW.CLASSICMAGAZINES.CO.UK/tcmxmasIS 


CALL 01507 529529 


OVERSEAS CALL +44 (0)1507 529529. 
LINES OPEN MON - FRI, 8.30AM - 7PM 
& SATURDAYS, 8.30AM - 12.30PM 


OR SIMPLY FILL IN THE FORM PROVIDED AND RETURN TO OUR ADDRESS 


^UK SUBSCRIBERS ONLY EXPIRY DATE 08/01/16 





The Carole Nash 



WINTFR n Assir. 


JANUARY 9-10, 2016 

NEWARK SHOWGROUND, 
WINTHORPE, NEWARK, 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NG24 2NY 



Hickman 

FREE PARKING! 

■ HUNDREDS OF BIKES ON DISPLAY 
■CLUB STANDS 
■* PRIVATE ENTRIES 
■TRADE & AUTOJUMBLE 


ICE TICKETS 
l CALL NO\ :; ; 

Adults - £8 I UNDER 1 2s - FREE 


TICKET HOUINE; 01507 529529 
VISIT: www.classicbikeshows.com 
TRADE ENQUIRIES: 01 507 529430 

FoCBbook-Coni/clTOlcb(k»j^Ows fidDiudsitcfiKofw ffNewdricC^S 






CAROLE NASH 
Hi iin n i* *** »j> » 






lassfc^ai 


MOTORCYCLE COGGLESl 

A 0f ct ktmiifvd dif-Wk* 

Mad? Haicyan 
lUitan m*6t 
LI$A made Ibobit^^ 



MuH^ 9 Deluxe 


THE ULTIMATE BAR END MIRRORSl 

#irtr the 

ckttiic mtmixyx/if mivrru'Ji mJtk h> 

last a thty a UritHh 

m Highly Ptilkilfcd ^Lalnlcxi Itrd 
k Domed fwrWdl arlkm on head 
m Spring lehlionrd ratchet 
action at baw 

* Hew arif Led iJeeve 
handlebar fitting 

* Pits on either ftde 
mx^esiGHCD TO nr All 
7/S to 1 Inch Bars 

t17.?pnfA^;inti*» inridr Pl«) 

SIO 



130 «35 


Order) are ujuilty dispatched within 2 working daw and are sent by Royal Mail 
recorded delivery, postage char9ei: Gogglet ^ £3.9S * Bar-End Mirrorv 
Payment made with Viu/Mastercard or by cheque 
Orders can be placed by post, phone or online. 

Order online fdr ditcounis m 


£4.95. 
payable to HDM ltd. 


TEL: 01992 537546 

wiNw.classicpaiisltd.com 

UNIT 6. HERTfOSD TRADING ESTATE, CAXfON M!Lt HElHFOIltX HERTS SG13 7NE 


j -^^, Cogrnjprt c jpoe wjtcyQrt Pecy i Hamyactuirg Lte-M Tigris twanea J 



5SP&6SP GEARBOXES FORALLAMC COMMANDO, DOMlWnOR, MANX, G50,7R 

5 speed Cluster: Commando, Domlnator, Manx, GSO, 7R 

with or without kickstarter provision .£1 ,464 

5 speed Complete Gearbox (Alloy)* £2,047 

5 speed Complete Geaibox with Idckstarter shaft....£2,220 

5 speed Complete Gearbox (Magnesium) £2,220 

5 speed Complete Gearbox Mag/Alloy £2,205 

5 speed Complete Gearbox Magnesium DnjmType£2,407 

6 speed Complete Geaibox Magnesium Drum Type .£2, 619 



BELT DRIVE KITS 

COMPLETE diaphragm type kits to suit all Norton 
twins and now for Triumph 500/650/750 unit and pre 

unit twins £450 

Basic Commando kit £350 


ELECTRONIC IGNITION SYSTEMS 

Pazon ignition kits £95 

Boyer Bransden kits £79 

MAG replacement kits £205 

^tDE SWINGING ARM^ 

For all faatharbed framoa, will 
take 120/130 Wide tyre, tubed 
section (no* bcut). ohi s/a spindle, 
^ tapernjiiersE450"^VAT ^ 

All prices 
+ VMT 



TAHlliG RiSENVATtONS FOR 
COdiFLETe ENGlNE/GEilftfiOX 
REiUlLPS, 

monme mw ws o$c£m$€R 



NORTON COMMANDO VERNIER 
ISOUSTIC ADJUSTERS 


Forget those shimsi 

Easy to fit without removing engine/gearbox. 
No modifications needed. Adjusted in minutes 

£65 PAIR 


TAKE ADVANTAGE of our long standing knowledge 
and eiperience in out worksliop: 

Big Valve Head Convenfon * Eiliausi Port Threads * Gas Flowing • Re'Bares 
Crank-GrlRds/Madllicalions • Dynamic Crank Balancing etc. (Always aikl!) 
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Jin* OVERSTONE ROAD, NORTNAMPTON NN1 3JS ENGLAND 
Tel: aiG04 638505 • Fax: 01604 631838 • Phone A Fax: 01327 844877 








ReaderSs' Letters 

V. 

YOUR VOICE & YOUR OPINIONS 



Remembering the NSU-Vincent Fox 


An NSU - V i nc e nt Fox lik e the one that Dav i d Nea l rod e as a t e enager. 


My brother John passed 
onto me the September 
2015 issue of The Classic 
MotorCycle and I had 
to write to you because 
I was so surprised and 
highly delighted to see, 
on page 87, a picture of 
my second motorcycle, 
the NSU-Vincent Fox. I 
cannot believe I had one 
of the 200! 

From the odd notes 
I made in my diary 
and recollections, I 
remember the bike 
being a good ride but I 
did have a lot of trouble 
with the electrics. It was 
winter and, being an 
impatient teenager, I 
wanted to ride whenever 
I could, especially 


with my mates in the 
evenings. The hours I 
spent hunched over the 
bike on a bitterly cold 
night trying to get a glow 
out of the headlamp took 
the edge out of owning 
the blessed thing. 

I recall one time 
when I was with a few 
mates that we rode into 
Eastbourne one Sunday 
morning and were 
promptly escorted out by 
the local constabulary as 
they thought a "Mod- 
Rocker" event would 
kick off, and it was not 
going to happen on their 
turf. On the outskirts 
we pulled into a garage 
to fill up and when we 
were ready to leave I 


kick-started the bike, put 
it into gear and ended 
up going backwards at 
a great rate of knots! We 
just fell about laughing 
and even on our regular 


'get togethers' the story 
still gets told and we still 
laugh. I can't recall what 
happened to the 
NSU-Vincent Fox 
but it was replaced 


by a souped up 1949 
Bantam D1 at the end of 
March 1963. But that's 
another story! 

David R Neal, 
St Leonards-on-Sea. 


Nuvolari facts 


Michael Barraclough 
researched and presented a 
very enjoyable biographical 
article on Tazio Nuvolari in 
your October 2015 number. 

The 1924 Grand Prix 
at Monza was heralded 
as the first European 
Championship that 
attracted works entries 
from Britain, Erance and 
Italy. Jimmy Simpson 
won the 350cc race, with 
Maro Saetti and Nuvolari 
finishing third and sixth 
respectively. There was 
a formidable line up for 
the 500cc race with teams 
from Guzzi, Peugeot and 
Sunbeam. Guido Mentaste 
was the winner on a four 
valve ohc horizontal single 
Guzzi. Nuvolari rode a 
Norton and held second 
place until he retired at 
three quarters distance. In 
1926 Bianchi entered three 
of their double ohc 350s in 
the Junior TT. The riders 
were still learning the way 
round during the race. 


Mario Ghersi finished 13th 
and Luigi Arcangeli 14th. 
Nuvolari's entry was taken 
over by Miro Maffeis, who 
came 20th. 

Nuvolari won the 1939 
Yugoslav Grand Prix on 
the day Britain and Prance 
entered the war. All over for 
seven years? Not quite, as in 
1940 the Italians staged the 
Trifwei Grand Prix, which 
was a benefit for the IV 2 litre 
Alfa Romeo straight eight. 
With this car Alfa Romeo 
dominated the Grand Prix 
scene from 1946 until 1951. 
Nuvolari won the race at 
Albi in a Maserati in 1946 
in the absence of the Alfas. 
Probably his finest drive 
after the war was in the 1947 
Miller Miglia, where he 
drove a Cisitalia in atrocious 
conditions to finish second. 
Not bad at 54. 

He was a wiry litde 
man but a giant among 
his contemporaries. 

John Deacon, London, 
via email. 


Pretty P&M outfit 

I really enjoyed 
seeing the photo 
of the P&M sidecar 
outfit (Readers' 

Letters, November 
2015) submitted by 
Bob Richardson. He 
may be interested 
to know that the 
machine was 
first registered on 
August 23, 1917 
and despatched 
to RAP Scampton, 

Lincolnshire. 

David Earnshaw, 

VMCC P&M/Panther 

marque specialist, jjie photograph of the attractive wartime P&M outfit 
via email, submitted by Bob Richardson in the previous issue. 



Squashed Jock 


Just enjoyed the interesting 
September 2015 issue - thanks! 

On page 51 something digital and 
strange seems to have occurred with 
the photo of Jock Porter and his New 
Gerrard. It was going to be a great 
picture, with a really clean scan and 


digital sepia toning, but somehow 
the format hasn't been preserved 
into print, and it is squashed 
vertically out of kilter - the same 
image online on the archive is quite 
a different shape! 

John Goddard, Christchurch, NZ 
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WRITE TO: The Classic Motorcycle, PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lincolnshire, LN9 6LZ 
EMAIL: jrobinson@nnortons.co.uk FAX: 01507 529495 



No trailer queens here! 



The ex-Bruce Main-Smith Rapide featured in our October 
issue - a machine buiit for purpose! 


I have to say that I greatly 
enjoyed the Vincent article 
(October 2015 issue) and 
to some extent it was 
refreshing to see a Vinny 
in less than totally original 
condition. 

Clearly this hike has 
been built to be used and 
that's how things should be. 
Form should always follow 
function and in my view any 
modification that improves 
a bike's performance or use 
in the modern environment 
is not only valid but 
essential. 

Putting a classic bike on 
display would be a different 
matter entirely. For display 
purposes everything has 
to be period correct as you 
have to appease the rivet 
counters and purists. A 
Vincent in any disorder 
is far beyond my reach 
financially, so apart from 
throwing several pounds at 
the NMM raffle, becoming 
a Vincent owner remains a 
pipe dream. 

I finally got my hands 
on an October issue today 
having found the shelves 
empty at two of my regular 


pick-up points. Perhaps 
I should consider a 
subscription as I might have 
missed out on this months 
excellent read. 

One very small point (and 
it will probably brand me 
as a rivet counter myself) is 
that, with so many people 
involved in a seven-year 
build undoubtedly Nigel 
Waring would owe lots of 
thanks to many different 
people and several were 
mentioned in the text. 
Unfortunately, Nigel 


is quoted as “offering 
platitudes'! Having been 
a wordsmith most of my 
working life I have to point 
out that a platitude is a flat, 
dull or trite remark. I think 
the word the author was 
looking for might have been 
'plaudits'! A plaudit is offered 
as approval of an admirable 
performance. I'm pretty 
sure that's what was meant. 

Sorry to be a pedant but 
I felt this error had to be 
pointed out. 

Victor Garmaii; via email. 


Despatch 
Rider on the 
Western Front 

I've just bought the October 2015 issue 
and was pleased to see the letter from 
Michael Carragher on page 18.1 had 
hoped to see a reference to 'Despatch 
Rider on the Western Front' and its 
publisher as this was omitted from the 
article by Martin Gegg and myself in 
the September issue. Could you please 
include this in the next issue? 

David Venner, via email. 
Ed note; Not a problem, David. 

Despatch Rider on the Western Front 1915- 
1 8 . The Diary of Sergeant Albert Simpkin, 
MM. Edited by David Venner 
ISBN 9781473827400 Hardback 224 pages 
www.despatch-rider-on-the-western-front. 
co.uk 

Published by Pen and Sword Books 
WWW. pen-and-sword. co. uk 



Praise for Michael 

lust thought I would drop you a line to 
say that Michael Barraclough, for a man 
who hasn't really lived yet, can write a 
fantastic article. 

Quality all the way through, as I have 
come to expect. 

Nigel Megson, via email. 


The Norton ES2 - a bike 
that has caused much 



A logical designation 

Further to the debate on the naming of the Norton ES2, the other 
day I was watching a DVD called Norton Motorcycles by Delta. 
The DVD covers many of Norton's machines. 

After the Model 18, with its two exposed valve springs, Norton 
designed a model with its two springs enclosed, hence 'enclosed 
springs two' (ES2). 

Logical I thought, but I have a feeling it's not going to end here. 

Keith Foster, Sutton, Surrey. 


Back to school 


I found the physics lesson in the 
September 2015 issue confusing. 

Weight is a factor in the force 
required to stop a moving 
object, because force = mass 
X acceleration. 

Let's take a 5501b motorcycle 
and rider moving at SOmph 
coming to a dead stop in 
five seconds. 

SOmph = 44ft/sec. 

Dividing the velocity by the 
stopping time gives us the rate 
of deceleration. 

-44ft/sec divided by five seconds 
gives us -8.8ft/sec. 

5501b motorcycle and rider 
divided by 32ft/sec (32ft/sec is the 
acceleration rate due to gravity ) 
this gives us mass = 17. 18751b. 

If force = mass x acceleration. 


we get 17.18751b mass x -8.8ft/sec, 
so braking force = -151.251b. 

When travelling on level 
ground, force x distance = half the 
mass times the velocity. -44ft/sec 
times -44ft/ sec gives us 1936ft/ 
second, multiply this by 17.1875lb 
mass and divide by two. 

I came up with kinetic energy = 
16637.5lb-ft force. 

Now if we divide the kinetic 
energy by our braking force, 
braking distance = 110ft. Going 
downhill will add potential energy 
(mass X gravity x height) to the 
equation. This would mean you'd 
need more force to stop at 110ft 
(so a braking force greater than 
-151.251b would be needed), or a 
greater braking distance. 

Don Killosky, via email. 
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uvww.hagon-shocks. co.uk 

Tel: 02QB 5D2 B222 

Fax: 0208 5D2 BB74 


Hagon Products Ltd 
7 Roebuck Road 
Hainault Business Park 
Hainault 
Essex IG6 3JH 



Boyer 

Bransden 


Electronic Ignitions For 
Motorcycles and Cars, Road & 
Racing From Boyer Bransdert 

Whether you're looking for the 
ultimate peftormance, for your 
classic racer, or simply ^ant lo 
keep your classic road bike 
reliable and sparking strongly^ at 
9oyer Bransden we have the 
answer. With over forty years 
unbroken manufaclurlng In the 
field of electronic ignitJorii and 
componeniry,. we have Itie peKect 
solution for your machirw. 

Over 40 Years' Proven 
Performance 

In 19&9 Ernie Bransden designed 
and patented a miniature elactronlc 
ignitton that was a fraction of the 
dze and tar more efficient than any 
of its competitors. Since that time 
various elecironlc ignidona and 
manutacturefs have come and gone, 
but Boyer Bransden 
have been in 4 
constant 
roduction. 
oday, 

Boyer 
Bransden 
produce on 
of the most 
efficient 
ignition 
systems 
in the 
world. 



Tel 01622 730939 

Bover'Bransden Electronics Ltd 

Frindsbury House 

Cox Street 

Detling 

Maidstone 

Kent 

M£14 3HE. 

Fax: 01622 730930 
www.BoyefBranaden.com 





bennettsxQ.yk 


i«ri 




That's why I ride 

Why ride with Bennetts? 


Recommended by riders 
Common modifications covered as standard 
24 hour claims 

Motorcycle insurance specialist 
Bennetts Exclusives Bonuses'^ 


Get a new quote at 
bennetts.co.uk 
0800 107 0778 


' ‘To get away from it a 


Jason, 42 , Manchester 


#lhatswhyiride 

^FiJ4l ijptroiv tjf 04-'rirtrifLy i 

Found wHert you i^jrchBse a polrcy regi&Mv 
.’»nd log in iB Mvww becicMjtticD.ijItAewardi 
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Top days at Kop 


The Kop Hill Climb continues to grow and grow, attracting a big 

and eclectic crowd. 

Words and photography: JAMES ROBINSON Additional photography: RICHARD DANIELS 


ith our classic vehicle 
interests, we are, perhaps, 
often guilty of preaching to 
the converted, in that many 
of our shows and events 
attract the already interested, while those with a 
casual, or even passing, interest don't necessarily feel 
the urge to attend. The Kop Hill Climh (a fundraiser 
for the local community) is the kind of event which 
goes some way to address the balance, in that it 
is more of an 'all round' day out, rather than just 
something to appeal to the hardcore enthusiast. 

So, at the Kop Hill Climh the emphasis is creating a 
memorable spectacle, rather than an event at which 
the dedicated can congregate to worship at the altar 
of rarity or originality. But that doesn't mean there 
aren't some spectacular machines out to play though 
- witness Dave Clark's fabulous Brough fore-and-aft 
flat twin, a Kop regular and this year's winner of The 
Classic Motorcycle's award for best vintage machine. 
Dave started with an engine and has created this 
'works' racer, using just a couple of photographs for 
reference, which is a stunning, handsome and indeed 
fine-working motorcycle. 

There were a few Brough Superiors about too 
(indeed, Dave Clark is more often associated with 
later 'Superior' brand) with two of them brought 


along by Nick Jeffrey, who had his side valve SS80 
there and on Sunday his Matchless-engined SSlOO 
and sidecar, a relatively recent acquisition. Both the 
side valve and the overhead job were ridden to the 'do' 
and both were cantered up the hill. 

The most human story of the day belonged to 
Simon Ingold, who was riding his Velocette Venom 
up the hill on what was clearly an emotional day for 
him and his family. Simon explained how the Venom 
had belonged to his late father, who had owned it 
from the 1960s. Left in the back of the garage after 
it had been crashed, Simon vowed to restore it in 
his dad's memory. He explained he wanted to keep 
it as his dad had it, so with the dropped bars and 
such, and the intention all along was to get it ready 
for Kop. It had a grand total of 32 miles on the clock 
after Simon had ridden it up the hill for the first time. 
Simon was joined by his pregnant wife Lisa too, while 
Lisa's dad Neil - who helped with the restoration - 
was looking on as well as riding his own BSA. Simon's 
mum Helen had come along too, while Simon had 
some of his dad's ashes stitched into the lining of 
his leather jacket. It was clearly an emotional event, 
though there were lots of smiles too. 

Kop regular Malcolm Wood was there with his 
gorgeous 1924 Norton Model 18 Roadster. Malcolm 
has the full history of the early pushrod machine. 


1 The 1929 Gnome et 
Rhone, owned by Tim 
Moore, heads up the line 
of motorcycles. 
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Kop Hill Climb | 2015 




3 Malcolm Wood poses 
with his ioveiy 1924 
Modei 18 Norton. 


3 Mum Heien, son Simon 
and his wife Lisa Ingoid 
are joined by Lisa’s dad 
Neii, with his BSA, whiie 
Simon sits on his iate 
dad’s oid Venom. 


4 Steve Pond's 1953 
road-registered 
Matchiess G45. Wow. 


5 The 1904 Aurora, 
from the Shuttieworth 
Coiiection. The machine 
has cieariy been updated, 
but remains the oniy 
Coventry-made Aurora 
extant. 


6 The editor presents 
Dave Ciark with The 
Classic Motorcycle shieid, 
won with his remarkabie 
Brough, shown. 


even down to knowing that it was originally applied 
with higger tyres than specified hy the makers, 
though with the hlade-type mudguards it still wears, 
as well as the combined petrol/oil tank, which really 
undermines its long distance capability. It also has 
a close ratio gearbox. Malcolm has had it since the 
1970s and reports; “It lopes along fairly." It certainly 
sounded glorious. 

In between wandering about and chatting, I had 
the opportunity to take a ride up the hill as well - in 
fact, I managed two runs on both days. We had taken 
two Mk.I KTTs along, our one and another owned by 
my Australian-based cousin and which has just been 
restored in the UK. But time just ran out on us and so 
it decided that it would be folly to run the fresh bike 


up the hill too, as it really hadn't had any 'proving' 
whatsoever. However, we did fire it up in the paddock 
and it sounded glorious. 

I enjoyed my runs on our well-proven KTT, which 
belied its 86 years as it stormed up the whole thing 
in top gear, though I did get a bit 'racy' later on and 
held onto third (we have a later four-speed box in that 
machine) all the way to the top, which kept it well 
and truly on the boil. Standing on the footrests and 
with bottom hovering just above the saddle, it made 
for a fairly entertaining ride... Great fun, in fact. 

And what an entertaining weekend it was. It's not a 
high pressure event, it's a fun time, with lots to see and 
do, complete with ice-creams to be eaten, people to be 
chatted to, cars to be looked at and grass to be sat on. i 
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Words and photography: ALAN TURNER 



Commemoratinq a 

CE]\TE]\ARY 

Held on September 27, 2015, Brooklands’ ‘Great War 100’ 
commemorated the final events before the hostilities halted play. 


reat War 100 was billed as 
commemorating Brooklands' 
role in the First World War. In 
1915, the Surrey aerodrome and 
racetrack had only been open a 
few years before Britain was at war and the location's 
strategic importance meant it was soon under the 
control of the military. 

Although Brooklands was technically off limits 
to almost everyone, Lieutenant Frank Houghton 
managed to convince the authorities to permit a 
motorcycle event for the many officers billeted in the 
area. It took place on August 7, 1915, was supported 
by 172 entries and attracted a large crowd to see the 
first meeting open to the public for more than a year. 


The outer circuit had already suffered surface damage 
so the programme consisted of sprints, hill- climbs 
and gymkhana-type events. The meeting was a great 
success and attracted much interest in the press and 
even a flurry of trade adverts. 

The increased interest led to the 'United Services 
Event' on September 4, 1915, with 195 entries 
contesting a 12-event programme. This time, 
Brooklands' permanent grandstands on the start and 
finish straight enabled spectators to view the sprints. 

As the war tightened its grip on life, the Brooklands 
meetings were regarded as an extravagance and the 
September event should have been the last. However, 
workers from the Brooklands Royal Aircraft Factory 
organised a meeting in October 1915. There is little 


1 A temporary army 
camp was established 
by the Brooklands 
Clubhouse. In the 
foreground is Peter 
Birket’s Triumph Model H. 
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remaining evidence, but photographs again reveal 
spectator attendance. This final call also had a 
Touring Car race and an air display. 

Great War 100 aimed to recreate some of the 
atmosphere of those meetings of a century ago. 
Unfortunately, following the Shoreham Air Show 
tragedy, the museum took advice from the Civil 
Aviation Authority and cancelled the air display 
element. However, that still left plenty to see at 
ground level. The motorcycles formed an impressive 
line in the old pit accommodation. Elsewhere, there 
was a fine entry of cars. Some early aeroplanes from 
the Museum's collection had been rolled out of the 
hangar. Many of the museum staff, volunteers and 
visitors entered into the spirit of the occasion by 
wearing period dress. 

Simon Spear was riding a Douglas owned jointly 
with his Triumph-mounted brother John. It appears 
to be one of many built by the Douglas factory from 
parts rescued from war- damaged bikes, as it has 1917 
parts but a 1911 registration. 

Vic Blake brought along a 1914 Triumph 'Single 
Speed' and an earlier Auto-Fauteuil. As well as this 
interesting pair, he also hoped to pique some local 
interest with his restored Stedman sidecar outfit. Built 
by an eponymous local cycle dealer, the outfit was 
apparently put together in the 1920s and probably 
used for cycle deliveries and collections. Laid-up 
during the Second World War, it seems it was never 
used again. Vic bought the remains at a Bonhams 


S Douglas and Triumph - 
World War One rivalry on 
the Members’ Banking. 

3 The Matchless 
machine gun outfit, Sgt 
Austridge driving, Pte 
Pinto in charge of the 
Vickers machine gun. 
They organise fundraising 
events for the ‘Help the 
Heroes’ charity. 

4 Stuart Penny 
looks confident as 
he negotiates the 
Serpentine test on his 
1912 SOOcc BSA. 

5 Chris Wright and 
his Douglas Model V 
bought in poor and 
incomplete condition in 
2005. Even the tapered 
oval fork tubes had to 
be recreated. Note the 
leather leg-shield. 

6 Period-style 
programme for the event. 

7 Period-style flyer - air 
display was cancelled at 
short notice. 



Brooklands I Great War 100 




6 


auction, alThouglTThe ouffiTvv^ local to Brooklands. 

Adequately powered by a JAP V-twin side valve, 
housed in what is probably a Royal Ruby frame, Vic 
made a replica 'Milford' body to fit the Watsonian 
'Kwikfit' chassis. The outfit is, and was, unique and 
details of its working life remain a mystery. 

Perhaps the star of the show was the Matchless 
sidecar outfit that carried a Vickers machine gun 
for the passenger's amusement. The outfit, also 
powered by JAP V-twin, was loaned to the museum 
by the British Motorcycle Charitable Trust (BMCT). It 
appears to be the only survivor of a batch originally 
intended to be sold to pre -revolution Russia and is in 
remarkably original condition. 

There was an impressive line up of New Imperial 
293cc 'Light Tourist' models. Andy Dean owned no 
less than three of them, as well as a New Imp 'Girplex' O 
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O bicycle. The fourth 'Light Tourist' was the property of 
New Imp specialist Doug Ellis. 

Brooklands Motorcycle volunteer and a Great War 
100 organiser Martin Gegg said: "We are encouraged 
by the support of the large number of owners and 
their period bikes, most of whom took part in the 
Serpentine and Race Start Events." 

In the morning session the riders had an area of 
the Campbell Car Park in which to follow a route 
involving circuits and a slalom around a dizzying 
number of barriers. Perhaps closer to a modern CRT 
licence test, it was still quite a challenge for those 
juggling hand levers and balancing direct-drive 
with directional ambition. It was based on the 1915 


1 Looking good in the paddock 
tuning sheds was possibiy the 
iargest gathering of First Worid War 
motorcycies at Brookiands since 
the 1915 events. 

S Chas Moody and his retirement 
project - a 1914 500cc Triumph TT 
Roadster. He had much heip with 
the restoration, especiaiiy from Biii 
Jacombs. 

3 Mr Brown enjoying an outing on 
this Rudge Muiti. 

4 'Brigadier’ Coiin Wiison drove this 
eariy water-cooied Morgan. At other 
times he manufactures spare parts 
for exampies of the marque. 


Serpentine competition that required riders to ride in 
and out of the paddock tuning sheds. 

The afternoon session was more straightforward. 
The old start/finish straight was used for 
representative starts, three or four bikes flagged away 
at a time to climb to the Members' Banking, then 
follow the banking under the bridge and around to a 
safe finish before returning. However, some 'racing 
lines' were unusual. 

Brooklands' banking has an attraction that 
borders on the magical. It proved just too tempting 
for some riders and it was nice to imagine that the 
same lure tempted similar mischief among the 
competitors of a century ago. 


Footnote 

Students of the period might like to note that 
Martin Gegg has written ‘War Bike: British Military 
Motorcycling 1899 - 1919', a hook that includes 
pictures from the original 1915 Brooklands events. 


5 Doug Ellis’ New Imperial was 
one of a pair that had languished 
for many years at a garage in the 
New Forest, before rescue and 
restoration. 

6 The Stedman outfit was used in 
the Brooklands area between the 
wars. Vic Blake bought the remains 
and has recently restored it. 

7 Brooklands regular John Spear 
spins up his Triumph 3V2hp ‘Single 
Speed’. This was an impressive 
sporting machine in 1908. 

8 John Fuller gets his Douglas into 
position ready for the Serpentine 
test. 
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UNITY EQUIPE 

Unity Converta engine plates etc 


Iri4t iifinliirpi 

Now taking orders 
Manx Frame 
built speciaUy for 
Harley Sportster 
engine S gearbox 

Callers A Collector by appoiniment 

Tel: 444 (0)1 70B 033059 E-mail: lritonmc$@aol.com 

Fax: +44 (0)1706 039340 ZE www.tinltyequipe.com 



NORTON SHIRES 1920-1977 
J^OTKm^ DISnOBUTED WOHUWIOB 

www.rgmnorton.co.uk 



CUSTOMER EARLY BIRD PASS 8am-9am £10 


'NORMOUS 

NEWARK 

AUTOJUNBLE 

Newark & Notts Showground, 
Newark-on-Trent, Notts NG24 2NY 

(June Al/A46/A47-signed) 

SUN NOV IS 

ALSO: Dec 13, Jan 31, Feb lA 

DAY ADMISSION Warn - £ 6 


LARGEST 4- BEST ONE-DAY AUTOJUMBLE IN UK - over 3000 plots previously - inside and out - vast classic display - 
up to 1000+ (cars, bikes, commercials, kits, custom, etc) - FREE DISPLAY AREA for classic cars and motorcycles (just pay 
admission charge) - FREE Trade Papers. FREE Sat night camping & caravanning (toilets and breakfasts available) for 
stallholders - FREE stewarded customer parking. Established 30 years of leading successful events. Demo, restoration and 
trade stalls welcome. Plots from only £18 pre-booked. 

Send SAE for booking form or download from website. 

Over 3000+ plots previously - reduced admission for classics from 10am 


ao BIKE MART 




MORTONS MEDIA GROUP LTD Media Centre, Morton Way, Horncastle, Lines LN9 6JR 
Tei. 01507 529470 Mob: 07824 145472 Email rgraham(g)mortons.co.uk 
Web. www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 
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Car Buyer I 


THE CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE | DECEMBER 2015 27 











in jjBakfJT 


^ lUlian MatorCfCl* Nu; 
V OivMrm Club CB ^ 


Overview of 
the main haii. 


Statiord in October 

The showground was a hive of activity for the autumn show. 

Words: JAMES ROBINSON AND JACK HARRISON Pliotograpliy: JOE DICK AND LEANNE MANDALL 


aul Gann's rare-to-the- 
UK 1968 Suzuki T305 
scooped the Best In 
Show accolade at the 
recent Carole Nash 

Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show at Stafford. 

The 305cc T305 Raider was produced for US 
markets, and achieved hy simply horing out 
the twin-cylinder two-stroke T250 Hustler. 

This example was brought to the UK hy Paul 
just before the same event last year. He's since 
put in lots of hard work and used specialist 
suppliers and service providers to restore it to 
pristine condition, his project being rewarded 
with the highly sought-after honour, a trophy 
and £100 first prize at the event held over the 
weekend of October 17/18. 

Paul said: 'T've always been interested in 
bikes that are a little bit different, and with 
this particular Suzuki having never been sold 
in the UK it does get a lot of attention when 
displayed here. 

'T bought it on eBay, had it imported by DK 
Spares and then got to work. I'll exhibit it at 
the classic show at Shepton Mallet in February 
next year, and then it'll be retired to my 


garage. I'm sure the next project won't be too 
far behind." 

Keeping up the Suzuki themed success, it 
was also a successful event for members of the 
Ketde Club, with the GT750 enthusiast group 
claiming the Best Club Stand award. 

A variety of versions of the model were on 
display, but it was the 1970s disco and tie-dye 
theme which really caught the eye, exhibitors 
on the stand even dressing up in some 
instantly recognisable 1970s apparel. 

Ketde Club committee member David 
Hewitson said: "The GT750 was launched in 
1971, and we had several bikes on the stand 
from the decade. Our 'theme' pretty much 
decided itselfl 

"We've signed up 16 new members this 
weekend, and we've had many, many more 
people take away application forms. Claiming 
the £1000 Best Club Stand award is the icing on 
the cake." 

The club also drew attention to the 
stand with a fully functional GT750 engine 
controlled by microprocessors, and a smoke 
machine to evoke the nostalgic feel of the 
two -stroke machine. 


David said: "We're particularly proud of the 
engine, which has taken us years of painstaking 
work to put together. It's been a real draw for 
visitors, so it's all been worthwhile." 

For enthusiasts of the earlier machines, 
there was still plenty of interest too. Sammy 
Miller had brought along two outstanding 
racers in the form of a Moto Guzzi V-twin 
and the famous V8, both of which graced the 
Footman fames stand. 

A highlight which may not been spotted 
by all was the works 'double knocker' fawa 
parallel twin on the owners' club stand up on 
the balcony. Tony Trueman's stunning 1939 
AfS Model 18 was recognised with the Best 
Pre- 1960s award, while Graham Bowen's 1965 
T120C was Best British. Graham's pal Derek 
Gothard had strayed away from his superbly 
restored unit BSA twins and rejuvenated - to 
his usual standard - a stunning 1964 Honda 
CB77, which won Best Pre- 1967 fapanese. 

Though the show is slanted towards the 
later fapanese machinery, there's still plenty to 
be found to interest the enthusiasts of earlier 
British and European machines, including lots 
of the owners' clubs being in attendance. 
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1 This lovely Rudge 
sprinter was on offer at 
£5500. Apparently, it’ll 
top 70mph. 

3 Double knocker Jawa 
up on the balcony. 

3 The trails 
demonstration proved 
popular, as ever. 

4 Another in the jumble - 
1932 Sunbeam side- 
valve, looking for love... 

5 Paul Cann with his 
freshly restored Best in 
Show Suzuki T305 Raider. 
He only bought the 1968 
machine a year ago. 

6 Steve Plater talks to 
the owner of this Trident, 
while guest of honour 
John McGuinness runs 
his expert eye over it. 

T Tim Britton interviews 
Graham Vanhouse, son 
of Norman, about the 
recently launched book 
Where BSAs Dare! 
written by Norman 
about the 1952 
Maudes Trophy win. 

U Three generations of 
the Bowen family - Noah 
and Sarah Fernon plus 
Graham and Emma 

. The Triumph is 
a 1965 T120C. 
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Sale saecess 


The highest grossing classic motorcycle sale in Europe was 
the sobriquet bestowed upon October’s event. 


onhams enjoyed an 
incredible two-day 
Stafford sale, grossing 
more than £3.6 million, 
the highest figure ever 
achieved for a European motorcycle auction. 

The single-owner Lonati Collection achieved 
excellent figures on day one (Saturday) of the 
sale, with 91% sold, and a new world record set 
for an Indian Four, as the 1930 Indian Model 
402 Four Motorcycle Combination smashed its 
pre-sale estimate, soaring to £97,700. 

Brough Superiors led day two (Sunday) of 
Stafford, with a duo of 981cc SSlOO Alpine 
Grand Sport projects - in from Australia - 
selling well. The 1926 model sold for £236,700, 
and the 1927 model sold for £259,100. A 1931 
680cc Black Alpine from the same source, and 
also in kit form, fetched £55,200. The 1937 
Brough Superior 990cc SSlOO also sold well, 
achieving £208,700, and the 1934 Brough 
Superior 1096cc 1 l-50hp project sold for 
£93,340. The two Zeniths in the sale, a 1939 
1096CC lAP-powered job and a beautiful 
patinated 1926 680cc side-valve, made £32,775 
and £32,200... while further proof that prewar 
V- twins remain much in vogue was provided 
by the £61,980 attained by the 1925 Flying 
Eight Coventry Eagle. 

"It's been an excellent weekend at Stafford, 
with a two -day sale that has grossed an 
incredible £3.6 million, a new record for the 
sale," said Ben Walker, international director 
for Bonhams Collectors' Motorcycles. 

"With great looks, excellent engineering 
and a prestigious reputation, it's no surprise 
Brough Superior continues to prove popular, 
with enthusiasts willing to spend strong figures 
for both complete bikes and restoration 
projects, as we've witnessed at today's sale, 
where the 1927 Brough Superior 981cc SSlOO 
Alpine Grand Sport project was the highest 
grossing lot." 

Adding some celebrity sparkle to the event, 
former Top Gear presenter lames May offered 
several motorcycles in the sale, led by his 1967 
Honda CB450 'Black Bomber,' which sold for 
£5980. From 'captain slow' to the 'king of cool,' 
the ex-Steve McQueen 1934 Indian 750cc Sport 
Scout sold for £59,740. 

"The two-day Stafford Sale has been a 
resounding success, and the highest ever 
UK and European motorcycle auction total. 
Bonhams has a long established reputation for 
successfully handling single-owner collections, 
with the Italian Lonati Collection Sale further 
cementing that status," said Malcolm Barber, 
Bonhams co-chairman. 

"We witnessed strong international bidding. 



Nicely patinated Silver Hawk 
V-four. Price was £29,900.^^ 




This Is what £236,700 buys you in the 
Brough Superior world. 


Apparently, this Series A Vincent-HRD 
has spent the last 40 years in a hedge! It 
fetched £32,200. 


with several American clients travelling to the 
sale, many European bidders in the audience 
and on the telephone, and famous faces in the 
room - another great Stafford Sale." 

Stored in an astonishing private museum 
of motorcycles, the highly prized Lonati 
collection saw excellent prices achieved, 
including a 1910 Pierce 688cc Four, sold for 
£63,100, a 1930 Henderson 1301cc Model 
KI 'Streamline' Four, sold for £49,450, a 1930 
Harley-Davidson 1200cc Model y sold for 
£34,500, and the 1911 Flying Merkel 498cc 
'racing motorcycle' sold for £33,350. 

Further sale highlights include a 1971 
Miinch 1177cc TTS 'Mammoth' sold for more 
than double its top estimate, achieving £85,500, 


while perhaps the most remarkable price 
of the day was for the ex-works 1932 Budge, 
which sold for £70, 940, more than seven 
times its top estimate. Bonhams' Ben Walker 
commented of the Budge: "[An] outstanding 
price for a sensational bike. It was one of my 
favourites in the sale - and it has gone to a 
really good home." 

That sentiment sums up the whole sale 
really - some outstanding bikes, some 
outstanding prices and, hopefully, they've 
gone to good and appreciative homes and 
we'll see them out on the roads in the future. 

For further information on Bonhams 
motorcycle department visit: 
www.bonhams.com/motorcycles 
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Stafford I Mechanics Show 


The Lonati collection was 
brilliantly presented. 
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»lfl stagers 


Though jt was a success in the late 1960s and into the 1970s, 
the Norton Commando had its roots much further back. 


Words; JAMES ROBINSON Photography: GARY CHAPMAN 




Norton | Commando 



he fact that the Norton Commando 
was voted hy readers of Motor Cycle 
News as their 'machine of the year' 
every year from 1968 to 1972 has 
heen one of those facts iVe never 
really quite heen able to grasp. That is meant as no slight, 
really, on the Commando, which is a fine performing 
machine and having had the pleasure to ride several - of 
which this accompanying stunner is the latest - they are, 
almost universally, a joy. 

But what iVe never really grasped is how the MCN 
readership could choose this ageing pushrod pre-unit 
twin, with its engine mounted in ruhher to isolate rather 
than actually solve its vibration problems (I always 
have half wondered if Tsolastic' was actually some 
kind of joke term...), over some of the other machines 
which were about at the same time - not only BSA/ 
Triumph triples with their own slightly dated features 
(basically, pushrods) but some of the exotica coming 
from elsewhere. For example, in 1969, the Commando's 
second year of victory, Honda launched its all bells- 
and-whistles CB750 (overhead cam, disc brake, electric 
start and so), while there was also Kawasaki's HI 
(500cc two -stroke triple) on the scene. There were also 
machines within a couple of years of such delight as the 
first bevel V-twin production Ducatis, the V7 Sport Moto 
Guzzi and, right at the end of the Commando's reign, 
the GT750 Suzuki two -stroke triple. Then there was the 
machine which was to wrest the Commando's crown, 
Kawasaki's seminal Zl, launched in 1972. The Z1 was 
the motorcycle which took over top spot in the MCN's 
actual poll, reigning every year from 1973 to 1976. 

So the Zl replaced the Commando... let's just pause 
for a minute and compare the two. 

We're all aware of the Commando's limitations and 
compromises, as stated above, and while Dr Stefan 
Bauer's solutions to the problems posed by the use of 
the aging old Norton lump were effective, they were not 
answers, merely 'workarounds' (a currently popular 
modern buzzword), or ways to get the job done without 
any significant investment. Clever, but never destined to 
be a long term solution. 

Now, let's look at the Zl. Its launch was delayed after 




Honda stole Kawasaki's thunder, so the latter went back 
and made it bigger and faster. What appeared was a four 
cylinder, 903cc, double-overhead camshaft motorcycle, 
which was developing upwards of 80bhp, propelling it to 
130mph. Compare that, on paper, to the Commando. It's 
quite staggering. 

And every time I look into this period of early 
motorcycles, with the performance data and the 
numbers in front of me, I shake my head in disbelief at 
the gulf between these machines (a Commando was 
reckoned to have around 50bhp) and almost laugh at 
the helpless folly it surely was for racers such as Peter 
Williams and his ilk when trying to compete (and, to 
be fair, often beat) with these sophisticated modern 
motorcycles on their Commandos. 

And then I remember the first time I rode a Zl - and it 
all comes into focus, particularly having recently ridden 
this very good Commando too. 


Below far left: Stock rod 
and the longer Carrillo 
version. The ionger rod 
reduces stress on bottom 
end and aiiows use of 
much iighter pistons. 

Below left: Lighter new 
10.5:1 forged piston 
(left) and New Old Stock 
Omega 10.25:1 piston. 

Below right: Beehive 
vaive springs with 
titanium retainers, 
iightened poiished 
rockers, and baii joint 
head steady, which 
'heips stop that sioppy 
'hinge in the middie’ 
Commando feei.’ 

Below far right: Bronze 
cam foiiower biocks 
aiiow use of much iighter 
radiused BSA cam 
foiiowers. This was a 
particuiariy good mod 
for mine as the original 
followers and follower 
bores were scored 
beyond repair. 

Bottom far ieft: Beit 
drive, aiioy ciutch basket 
and Barnet ciutch piates 
took around lOibs 
of vibrating/rotating 
mass off of the gearbox 
mainshaft. 




Bottom ieft: The 
standard wire harness 
was 'unspeakabiy 
horrid’, so Nigei ended 
up making his own from 
scratch. 

Bottom right: 
Combustion chambers, 
piston crowns and 
exhaust ports were aii 
ceramic thermai barrier 
coated to reduce heat 
absorption in the engine. 

Bottom far right: Engine 
going together. 
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‘^In many 
ways the 
Commando is 
the ultimate 
old bike.’’ 



Now, it was some years ago when I worked alongside 
(literally, we sat next to each other) a chap called Rod 
Gihson, the editor of Classic Motorcycle Mechanics, 
who died at the age of just 54 in 2009. Rod restored 
lots of motorcycles, among them an early Zl. It looked 
heautiful, it sounded fabulous, and when he asked if I 
fancied a go, of course I said yes. 

I set out, immediately marvelling at its smoothness 
and power, my mind whirring at what it must have heen 
like (i.e. a revelation) in period. At the time I was riding 
around on a mid-1950s Thunderhird, and also had a 
Featherbed Dominator, and the differences between 
my antiquated British machine and this 'modern' 
motorcycle were so vast the experience almost took my 
breath away. 

So there I was barrelling along, out into the Fens, 
heading into some twisties where the road surface 
wasn't exactly great, and probably actually going 20mph 
faster than on the Dominator, or 30 than the T-bird. 
Then came my second moment of revelation. I pitched 
the Zl in and it sort of resisted, wallowed a bit, hobbled, 
straightened up, and I thought Rod's pride and joy 


and I were dike -bound. Happily, we stayed dry but it 
was a salutary lesson and in a nutshell proved why the 
Commando was able to stay with the Zl. Despite all the 
technology and engineering expertise in the Zl, the men 
who made Commandos knew how to make them go 
round corners. The Kawasaki, on the other hand, had an 
engine that way outperformed the sum of its cycle parts. 

I've ridden a few of the seminal fapanese classics 
in the years since, including an early CB750 Honda 
and HI Kawasaki (the latter of which I was particularly 
excited about; as I child I had a copy of an American 
book which had one in, and it was described as 'the 
widow maker!., which sounded impossibly daring), and 
while I actually liked the HI as it didn't feel too big and 
cumbersome, when it came to the CB750 1 thought the 
same as with the Zl; it felt and performed very much 
like the early 1990s (rather tired) Kawasaki Zephyr I 
used to run about on - basically a Zephyr with worn out 
shock absorbers, well-used tyres and shot brake pads. 

Not like an 'old' bike, just a not very good modern one. . . 

Which takes me neatly back to the Norton 
Commando. In many ways, it is the ultimate old bike, O 


Left: It just looks 
businesslike, doesn’t it. 

Right: Keihin 
carburettors take care of 
the fueiiing. 
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O the end of the line that stretches hack to Turner's pre 
Second World War Speed Twin (we're discounting 
the Bonneville as it became unit construction). It isn't, 
and can't he mistaken for, a suh-standard modern 
hike. It shares more kinship with the Vincent Rapide 
I rode alongside it that day, than it does with my old 
Kawasaki Zephyr. 

Nigel Waring - who owns this lovely looking 
blue machine - is also the custodian of the Vincent 
Rapide we featured a couple of months back. Nigel is 
unashamed in the Vincent versus Commando debate: 

'T like riding the Commando better," he explains. And, 
actually, you can't blame him. It's really very good. 

There are only two motorcycles in Nigel's shed, the 
Vincent and the Commando. This means his efforts are 
concentrated on just two projects, and he has devoted 
plenty of time, money and effort to both. Actually, in his 
owns words, a bit more than intended. 

'T did get a bit carried away," Nigel says, smiling 
sheepishly, 'Tt wasn't really the plan. But one thing led 
to another..." 

He started with an 850 Commando, which actually 
goes against some of the UK tuning logic, where 
common consensus tends to be that the 750cc version 
is the one for performance. But this isn't the case across 
the Atlantic and so it was Stateside Nigel was directed to 
in his search for parts and information. . . 

And what a lucrative trawl and subsequent haul it's been. 
The Commando bristles with nice touches, inside and out. 


Nigel explains; "Standard compression ratio is 8.5:1, 
but I measured mine before stripping it and it was a 
pathetic 7.6:1. I'm up to 10.5:1 now. 

"It is running a tight squish band, but the head hasn't 
been modified to achieve this. The stock head on an 850 
gives a small but workable squish area, but as standard, 
the gap to the piston is just too big. I set mine up to 
O.OSOin gap which creates a nice squish and at the same 
time, gives the 10.5:1 compression ratio. Increasing the 
compression ratio increases engine temperature, so to 
safeguard against this, the piston crowns, combustion 
chambers and exhaust ports have been ceramic coated 
to reduce heat absorption. 

"Carrillo conrods are half an inch longer than standard 
and supplied by IS Motorsport (jsmotorsport.com) to 
match their shorter (and a third lighter) than standard 
pistons. The longer rods increase the Tod to stroke' ratio 
and reduce the rod angle at mid stroke, they take a lot of 
stress out of the bottom end and help smoother running. 

"It has a US (IS Motorsports Stage One) cam in it, with 
modified BSA cam followers which run on bronze 
bushes. It has IS Motorsport 'Beehive' valve springs and 
titanium valve collars which do away with the inner 
spring and control the valve far better at higher revs. It 
has a lim Comstock (nortonmachineshop.com) reed 
valve breather in place of the stock sump plug, this 
allows gasses out, but not back in, which saves a lot of 
'pumping energy' and reduces crank case pressure 
which helps keep things oil tight." 



Above: Redline is at 
TOOOrpm. 
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Top left: The Commando 
wearing one of its other 
guises, with a Steve 
Maney race exhaust. It 
gives more power, but 
doesn’t look anywhere 
near as pretty. 

Top right: Nigel Waring 
with his bespoke 
Commando. 

Left: Pretech six-piston 
calliper grips an RGM disc. 

Right: Avon Roadrider 
tyres are a help to fine 
handling. 



The Commando breaths through Keihin FCR flat- 
slide carbs and the primary drive by belt, with the clutch 
uprated too. 

Nigel explains: “As standard the clutch had bronze 
friction plates which are okay, but the stock clutch pack 
weighs a ton. I have Barnet friction plates, they're alloy 
with bonded friction material. As a result of that, and 
using the belt drive with alloy basket, iVe taken about 
half a stone in weight off the gearbox mainshaft. That 
has to be a good thing in reducing the mainshaft flex 
that is a weakness of this gearbox. 

“The clutch is hydraulic too, and uses a matching 
Brembo master cylinder to the front brake. One of my 
motivations in fitting the hydraulic clutch (apart from 
its lighter lift and nicer feel) was a part of my 'quick 
changeover' strategy... it means I don't have to 
change the cable when swapping from clip-ons to US 
spec bars, which allows me to change from US-spec 
roadster to cafe racer in about 20 minutes, giving me 
two bikes in one! 

“Ignition is Tri-Spark, and the coil is a Crane 
performance coil, from CNW (Colorado Norton Works 
- coloradonortonworks.com) in the US. The coil is not 
in the stock under tank location, having been located 
down near the battery, to make way for an oil cooler 
that hasn't been fitted yet. In fact, many electric items 
are changed and or moved, hence I made my own 
custom wiring harness from scratch. The battery is a 
lithium one." 


With all that 'go,' there's also the need for something 
to provide the 'slow' - and that comes in the form of an 
RGM front disc, which is gripped by a six-pot Pretech 
calliper and aforementioned Brembo master cylinder. 

There are Falcon shocks on the back, too. 

Nigel adds: “It has Lansdowne dampers (lansdowne- 
engineering.co.uk) in the forks, which are excellent 
quality and really well priced." 

As we stand back and admire the beautiful glinting 
blue paint (it's a Ford Focus colour), Nigel confers: “I've 
been very impressed with this bike. I'd always wanted 
one, but have been a Triumph man really." 

Nigel's Triumph 'habit' led him through a series 
of models, which he also raced, and on to Dresda 
framed examples too, while on the 'road going' front he 
culminated in a three-cylinder Hyde Harrier. 

“But the big twin Norton feels like a classic, which the 
Harrier didn't," he explains, almost echoing my own 
sentiment earlier expressed with regards to some of 
the 1970s lapanese machines - they just feel like not- 
that-good modern bikes. That isn't the case with the 
Commando, as it still feels like an old motorcycle, just 
one that's been consuming raw steak washed down with 
Av-gas for breakfast... 'high octane beefiness' sort of 
sums it up. 

So what's it like to ride? Well, first off, I really couldn't 
start it. The dropped bars and high compression ratio 
just meant that, for the most part, compression just 
stopped me. Of course, technique is a lot to do with it - O 
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O I always reckon you need the technique or the hulk, and 
if you're lacking both (as I was in this case) then there's 
little hope. 

I used to struggle similarly with the Rocket Goldie I 
had with the clip-on bars meaning that I just couldn't 
get in the right position to deliver a necessarily forceful 
kick. I think I perhaps started the Commando once 
all day; for Nigel, it was a first kick affair pretty much 
every time. 

So, once we were up and running, Nigel put me in 
the 'control seat,' which is actually a short Corbin item. 
He apologised for the lack of tickover (the adjustment 
screw broke the day before we visited) so the quick- 
action twistgrip needed to be blipped to keep the rorty 
twin going. 

Earlier in the day. I'd ridden (and started!) the Vincent, 
but I knew I was in for a treat with the Commando, 
having witnessed the way the Norton stormed away 
from the potent Vin. 

Nigel had said: "You need to rev it to 7000rpm to really 
see how it goes," but he then castigated me later. "I can 
tell you're not revving it hard enough!" he said. Not that 
many people encourage you to thrash their motorcycles, 
but Nigel seemed disappointed if I didn't... so I gave it 
my best go... 

So, setting off I revved it as much as I dare, and it 
really shot away, then I hung on through the gears as the 

revs climbed and climbed, before grabbing the next one. 
This was fun! And the Vincent was easily kept in sight, 
aboard which Nigel wasn't exactly hanging about. 

Talking later, Nigel reiterated: "The Norton is the nicer 
bike to ride," and he is right* 

He goes on to further quaJii)^ his femarks: “I have to 
say That my Commando handles far tighter than any 
other Tve ridden. This is no doubt largely due to the 
rose joint head steady from Jim Co-mstock. It allows the 
motor to move up and down in the rubbers, but helps 



Above: FbIcchi rear shocks 
work welL 

Below: It's taken a 
lot of time* money and 
effCKt - but a ride on Nigel 
Warlng's Comfnando 
proves tt has been worth tt. 


prevent or at least reduce any side -to -side movement. 
Handling has also been assisted by the Norman 
White-modified gearbox cradle, changed to take two 
cotter pins that keep the swinging firmly in line. Avon 
Roadrider tyres help too. 

"I think it's fair to say that there are smoother 
Commandos than mine, that is because I have 
deliberately set the Isolastics tight to aid handling. 
Although mine is still a lot smoother than before, the 
longer rods help, as did having the crank dynamically 
balanced - six half inch diameter holes were required to 
get it right! 

"I would like to say how impressed I have been with 
T ^oth t he ^ serviceand quality - of - wurkmanshiproTaU - parts - 

I have received from Matt, the proprietor at CNW." 

Nigel's Norton is a remarkably torquey motorcycle 
that thrives on revs as well - what a great a combination. 
Although it's clearly still a 'classic,' its performance is on 
another level, hut this hasn't negated its 'dassiC’ness! 
.And that is the beauty, perhaps, of the Commando - it's 
die last old motorcycle there really was and this one 
gives an insight into why it earned its success. Yes, it w'as 
antiquated when it scooped aU diose awards - but 
it wgs ( and is) still a very goodjnntorh ike. 



THE CLASSIC MOTOHCVCLE [ DECEMBER 2015 - 




Don't rWe through the winter? Use a Vac Bag to keep 
your bike like new. UVE MORE * WORRY LESS! 


Bag can be used over and over again! 

STANDARD KtT £ 36.95 « JUMBO KIT £ 39.95 


Order SECURELY online at www.vac*bag.co.uk 


Phone 08443 303013 

Email: sales^ac^bag.co.yk 


Deluxe £109 el Giesitxd £145.00 


PdfOfd £149 


Neck £24.00 


RCJOflno^ £ 11.99 


T-shirts £16.20 


Hooded Top £ 23.99 


Pl^£4.80 BucldBsFfom£11.99 


IRGYCLE 


^ RUST DUST 

. £^corrosiun 


To order visit our new website 

www.aceclassics.co.uk or g 


Ace Classics (London) Tiger Parts UK 

101-103 St Mildreds fload. London 5E1! ORL ■ 020 0098 4273 

Acs spniRg huifi: Moniii - iFHiiv Sam-Gpin ■ Saturiif Ilian- ipn ■ Sir Ctand 


tPEEDWEAR www.speedwear.co.uk “oisi 6524241 

Speedwear Ltd, 12 Gresford Ava, Prenton, Wlrral, CH43 OSX 







i The^Zundapp K800 was tHe firm’s rarige topper, with / ; 

its substantial weight and co'nstruction leading 
; 'comparisons with other, less^mobile, structures. 


Words: BO¥^OYN UNO Pho(d^physTBHK;^JOSLIN 
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Zundapp I K800 



wmt'- ' 

W undupp motorcycles lire as 

German as schnapps and 
m leJerhusen, and the company's 
activities i^ere heavily ififluenred 
by events tn its home country, 
lit J917 sewal manufacturers banded together to 
form Zunderund Apparatebaii Ginbh in Nurtiberg, 
but industrial giant Krupps opted om when 
munitions manufacture ceased at the end of the 
First World War, and it was left to another founder - 
Dr Ing (engineer] Frii^ Neiimayer - to restmcture a 
company feitamed Zundapp Gesselschaft fur den 


bau von Special maschinen. The first word came 
fmm a cuntraction of the pre\^ous tide, and you 
don't need much German to guess that the rest of 
die title meant the new business concemrated on 
specialised engineering. 

litis initially focused on areas such as agriruUtire 
and hydro* electricity^ hut Neu m ay er realised there 
w as a demand for affordable personal iranspori^ 
and in 1921 Zundapp introduced a small and simple 
motorcycle with direct drive from a ^Mcc two- 
stroke engine. The firm's established marketing and 
pubiicity know-how Itelped ii achieve instant 













o 


popularity, and within a couple of years 10,000 of 
the little machines - including updated versions 
with two-speed gearboxes - were on the roads. 

Germany suffered raging inflation in the early 
1920s, hut the combination of a decent product, 
and an effective dealership and servicing network, 
helped Zundapp weather the storm to the extent 
that by 1929 production - now including models up 
to SOOcc - had grown to 4000 per month. 

Then the global depression hit, and within a 
year less than a tenth of that number could be 
sold each month so Neumayer - now joined by his 
son Hans Friedrich - looked for ways to keep his 
company afloat. Their first thought was to produce 
a 'peoples' car', and to help in its design they called 
in Dr Ferdinand Porsche, creating a combination of 
ideas and a name that would become inextricably 
linked in years to come. The project was abandoned 
after just three prototypes had been made, and 
Porsche departed to eventually become famous as 
the designer of both the 'peoples' car' universally 
known as the Volkswagen Beetle, and the sports 
cars bearing his own name. They - unlike his 
Zundapp prototypes - featured a flat-four air-cooled 
engine and it's interesting to speculate whether 
Dr Porsche was influenced by subsequent events 
at Zundapp where Neumayer next commissioned 
independent engine designer and manufacturer 
Richard Kuchen to devise something new. 

He certainly did that! With Zundapp's rekindled 
interest in motorcycles, and a recovering domestic 
economy, Kuchen struck out in a different direction 
with a series of horizontally-opposed four-stroke 
engines. Flat twins were nothing new to the German 
motorcyclist thanks to BMW, of course, but the 
new 398 and 498cc Zundapps easily matched the 
technical specifications and performance of their 
established rivals, and even more spectacularly 
there was also a 598cc flat four. All had shaft 
(kardanantrieb) final drive as indicated by their 
designations of K400, K500 and K600, and when 
they achieved instant popularity in the resurgent 
Germany, they were soon joined by a larger K800 
flat-four of the type featured here. 

Its owner and restorer is indefatigable museum 
supremo Sammy Miller, and I'm not surprised 
to learn he has long wanted one of these fabled 
machines to add to his ever-growing collection. The 
chance finally came when a contact with a complete 



Above left: At a 
glance, this could 
easily be a twin. 

Above right: Though 
it’s a side-vale, the 
engine thrives on revs. 

Below left: Shaft 
drive one of many 
of the machine’s 
'sophistications.’ 

Below right: Gearlever 
works side-to-side, as 
well as back to front... 

Bottom left: Frame 
construction is 
distinctive. 

Bottom right: Rear brake 
is behind the rider’s foot; 
not that easy to use... 



K800 decided to relinquish the remnants of another 
he'd acquired for spares. 

Its re-creation was inevitably a serious task that 
would have defeated lesser restorers, but Sammy 
and his right-hand man Bob Stanley rose to the task. 
In just a few months they turned the incomplete 
set of parts into the spectacular running machine 
which I was privileged to ride even before Sammy 
showed it to the public at the museum and at 
external motoring events. 

It's a spectacular-looking machine, and quality 
design and manufacture shines through, from 
things like the clean handlebar layout with internal 
cables through to the inverted levers and the 
straight-pull twistgrip. And aesthetics haven't 
been neglected, with styling tricks like the pressed 
steel side covers beside the gearbox, whose ribs 
neatly line up with the cylinder head finning. Other 
features are unfamiliar to British eyes, the most 
noticeable being a pressed steel chassis. Yes, I know 
Coventry-Eagle used the same principle but not on 
this scale, and unlike the early Francis-Barnetts 
that were famously 'built like a bridge' the K800's 
hefty chassis could actually BE a bridge. 

In fact, apart from its advantages in mass- 
production, the perimeter frame suits the engine 
shape extremely well, and it also allows an 
appropriately voluminous petrol tank to sit between 
its top beams. The luggage rack is also made from 
pressed-steel as are the forks, which feature a 
conventional friction damper on their bottom 
spindle, backed up by a tiny hydraulic damper on 
the top. Paradoxically, with all this concentration 
on pressed-steel, the mudguard stays are made from 
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flat steel strip which is necessarily pretty substantial, 
and contributes to an all-up weight some 15% 
greater than that of the nearest contemporary 
equivalent - an Ariel Square Four. 

And just like that British competitor, the 
Zundapp K800 offers a welter of characteristics 
and contradictions! It's inevitably heavy, but the 
weight is low down and the bike is so well balanced 
you don't notice it. Plus, starting is easy... although 
the sideways-acting kickstart on the left-hand side 
takes some getting used to. You might instinctively 
expect a low-compression side valve motor to be 
a bit stodgy, but the flywheel weight is obviously 
ideally matched to the engine characteristics and it 
revs easily. Even to the ear the motor isn't quite what 
you'd expect. The exhaust note is especially unusual, 
with the horizontally-opposed layout meaning it's 
nothing like a square or in-line four's, and because 
it's a side valve engine there's very little mechanical O 


SAMMY MILLER 
MUSEUM 

is crammed full of 
interesting machines - 
more than 400 in total. 
The museum is open 
daily from 10am. 
Sammy Miller Museum, 
Bashley, New Milton, 
Hampshire B25 5SZ 
Tel 01425 620777 or 
www.sammymiller.co.uk 



Above: Forks are 
pressed steel; in the 
UK, in particular, the 
construction was 
normally just for 
lightweight modeis. 

Three of the Zundapp 
range for 1933, 
dispiaying the Tamiiy’ 
traits and trademarks. 
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ENGINE TYPE 

Flat four side-valve 


CAPACITY 

797CC 


BORE X STROKE 

62mm x 66mm 


FINER DETAILS 

1938 ZUNDAPP 
K800 


OUTPUT 

22bhp@4300rpm 

COMPRESSION RATIO 

5.8:1 


CARBURETTOR 

Amal 22mm 


IGNITION 

6V battery/ coil 
GEARBOX 
Four-speed chain 
and sprocket type in 
unit with engine 

TRANSMISSION 

direct primary drive 
to in-line clutch, shaft 
drive to rear wheel 


FRAME 

Pressed-steel 
perimeter frame 

SUSPENSION 

Pressed-steel girder 
forks, rigid rear 

TYRES 

3.5xl9in front, 
400x1 9in rear 

BRAKES 

7.5in sis drums 
front and rear 

SEAT HEIGHT 

28in 

WHEELBASE 

55in 

WEIGHT 

4751b 

TOP SPEED 

70mph solo, 60mph 
with sidecar 


Ciuh contact: 

Vintage Motor 
Cycle Club, National 
Secretary, Allen House, 
Wetmore Road, Burton 
upon Trent, Staffs, 
DE14 ITR. 


Though thore'a pluitty of It, 
the low'down wolgbt leads 
to roosauring handling. 


Onoise, so it doesn't even sound like the air-cooled 
Volkswagen Beetle. The sporty hut slightly flat 
sound of a modern Subaru car is about the nearest 
description I can summon up. 

All those things are just 'different', but a couple of 
features are indisputably odd. 

One is the fact footrests and footboards are both 
provided, but there's no way of squeezing normally- 
sized boots past the pegs and into the narrow space 
between the boards and the cylinders. The lack of 
space also means the rear brake has to be operated 
by a heel-lever, and that always feels unnatural to 
riders of more conventional motorcycles. 

And they'd find the gearbox even stranger, 
because strictly speaking it's not a gearbox at all, 
as there are no pinions inside. Instead, there's an 
array of chains running on sprockets. It's a feature 
found in other Richard Kuchen designs such as 
the postwar Hoffman, and its only obvious benefit 
is that sprockets are cheaper than gear wheels. 
Weighing against that is the fact the sprockets have 
to be sized to maintain the correct tension in all 
the chains, so the choice of ratios is inevitably 
compromised. 

In the Zundapp, things are further complicated 
by the use of a car- type 'gear' lever that has to be 
moved side to the side as well as forward and back. 
Perhaps an experienced user could make silent 
changes with it, but I found it awkward to say the 
least. Fortunately, the engine is very forgiving, so 
I can follow the advice of Sammy and Bob, and 
reduce the need for gear (or sprocket!) changing by 
pulling away in second. 

In reality first is just a crawler ratio, revealing 
the KSOO's intended role in life as a sidecar tug. 

And any doubt about that is dispelled by heavy 
steering with a strong self-centring action. In 


this guise it was supplied to the German military 
almost from the start, and limited numbers were 
used throughout the Second World War. Much 
more numerous was the K750, and after the war the 
German enthusiasm for sidecarring resulted in this 
machine morphing into the flat-twin KS601 known 
as the Green Elephant, which in turn engendered 
the ultra-tough Elephant Winter Rally. 

In some circles, the 800cc four was apparently 
known as the White Elephant - perhaps to 
distinguish it from its smaller sibling. I don't 
know whether that nickname has any negative 
connotation in German, but you might think the 
British meaning of something exotic but useless 
would be an appropriate description of the heavy, 
complicated, slow and expensive K800. 

But when you study its quality and experience its 
vibration-free torque accompanied by its unique 
exhaust note, you realise the conventional image 
of an elephant as an amiable and dependable 
workmate is much closer to the truth. 


The K800 in competition 
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Classic motor'cycle auctions represent a great 
opportunity for enthusiasts to find and purchase their 
next machine, and are a huge attraction for classic 
bike devotees as a result. There has been constant and 
consistent interest in motorcycle auctions, and this 
trend is showing no sign of stopping. Ahead of 2016 
we bring you a selection of renowned auctioneers that 
have appeared in the pages of The Classic MotorCyde 


that are now gearing up for another year (and beyond) 
of trading. These auctioneers can offer instant dispersal 
and highly competitive rates, thanks to the wealth 
of experience they have garnered from years in the 
business. Auctions both in the UK and in the rest of 
Europe are taken into account too, as a sojourn onto the 
Continent is merely a working holiday to the avid classic 
enthusiast in search of further thrills on two wheels. 


Coltectors’ Cars, Motorcycles 
& Automobilia 



Enquiries: -^61 3 9S08 8888 

Robert Richards: (Obert.richards@mossgreen.com.au 

Catherine Davison: catherine.davison@mo5sgreen.com.au 


926-930 High Street 

rnOSS&rCCn Armadale, VIC 3143 Australia 

www.mossgreenxom.au 


H. J. Pugh & Co. 


LEDBURY SALEROOMS, HEREFORDSHIRE 

Auctions throughout the year, 
please check website 
for further details 

CONTAQ HOWARD PUGH OR SAM SMITH 

01531 631122 

Details & photos online in due course 

www.hjpugh.com 


Richard Edmonds 

SPECJALisr Alictioneek of Vintage and Classic Ca^ 

0% SELLER'S 
COMMISSION ON 
SELLING MOTORCYCLES 

(just £25 + VAT entry fee) 

Regular auctions of classic bikes and cars 
in Chippenham, Wiltshire 

01249 444544 ■ 

www.richardedmondsauctions.coin 



CLASSIC & VINTAGE 
MOTORCYCLES 


2016 Auction Calendar 

2 Maiich • 1 1 Mty * 15 )tily * 21 Srptimibet • 22 Novettibet 

Competitive charge$T Stomge facUitie^ 
and high clearance rate 


iBrightwetls! 


For 6m vaJulJotMaod 
luhrice, pieue coiif*ct:i 
Ti^:0)56B 61 U21 or email 
cLtuiciai^eHbnfbrwrlUjciom 


brl^twdli.coni 


See this promotion online www.classicinotorcycle.co.iik 









per gallon 



Frugal but fun. that’s the story of this 
immaculately restored Excelsior Autobyk. 

Words: ANDY WESTLAKE Phoiography: TERRY lOSI JN 







ention of the name Excelsior 
might conjure up a mental 
image of one of the firm's 
heautiful ohc Manxman racing 
singles winning the European 
GP in front of 200,000 people at Chemnitz in Germany in 

1936, and perhaps overlook the impact the Birmingham 
company made in the pre- and postwar commuter 
market with its humhle 98cc Autohyk. 

Launched in tandem alongside the Raynal Auto in 

1937, the litde 'stroker' was one of the first Villiers junior' 
powered autocycles, and if period anecdotes are to he 
believed this was because Villiers was worried about 
Raynal's selling potential and - much to the latter's 
annoyance - Villiers leaked' the design to Excelsior to 
ensure sufficient sales. 

The truth of this has long been lost in the passing of 
time but with an on-the-road price of 18 guineas (plus 
tax) the well engineered Excelsior proved a good seller 
and during the long austere years of the Second World 
War its frugal use of fuel - 160 mpg - made it the perfect 
lightweight to carry many nurses and essential workers 
about their business. 

With Excelsior turning its war effort to the collapsible 
98cc Welbike - delivered in a pod by parachute for the 
rapid deployment of paratroops around a battlefield - no 
Autobyks were produced during the six years of 
hostilities, but by 1946 civilian machines were rolling off 
the Kings Road production lines again. The little 
two -stroke now sported engine covers and a pressed 
steel spring fork as standard and came finished in a 
black and cream livery, with an on-the-road price of 
£35- 15s plus £9- 16s- Id purchase tax. But because of the 
difficulty in obtaining raw materials the price could not 
be held and by lune it had risen to £39- 10s with an 
additional £10-13s-4d going to the governmental coffers. 
When the 1947 models were announced, the Villiers- 
powered lightweight had been given the model number 
47N1 and was joined by a new sibling - the 47/S2 
Super-Autobyk; re-designated the 47/G2 in November of 
that year. The 'Super' differed from the 47/Nl in that it 
was fitted not with the single speed Villiers engine but by 
Excelsior's own two -speed 98cc Goblin motor. 

Euelled by a 20: 1 petroil mix from the 1 1 pint tank, it 
came equipped with an Amal 359/OOlB carburettor and 
a Miller flywheel magneto which also powered a 9W 
direct lighting set; the price of the new model was 
£48- 10s plus £13- Is- 1 Id purchase tax. Excelsior had 
obviously put a lot of thought into the practicality of O 
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Neat barrel silencer 
ensures that the 
exhaust note is sharp 
but inoffensive. 



Though it was a budget 
model, there was still 
plenty attention to 
the fine details. 


FINER DETAILS 
EXCELSIOR 
SUPERAUTOBYK 

ENGINE 

Excelsior 'Goblin' single 
cylinder air cooled 
two-stroke 

CAPACITY 

98cc 

BORE 

50mm 

STROKE 

50mm 

GEARBOX 

Two-speed hand change 

LUBRICATION 

20:1 petroil mix 

PRIMARY DRIVE 

Chain in oil bath 

IGNITION 

Miller flywheel FWX 
magneto 

LIGHTING 

Nine Watt direct lighting 
with parking light 

FRAME 

Weld-less steel tube 
FRONT FORKS 
Pressed steel girders with 
link action and central 
compressed spring 

PETROL TANK 

All steel welded with 
1 1 pints capacity 

BRAKES 

4 inch drums front and rear 

TYRES 

21in X 2.25in front and rear 

WEIGHT 

1201b 

PRICE NEW (1947) 

£48-10s + £13-ls-lld 
purchase tax 


O changing a tyre or mending a puncture because with the 
loosening of a couple of bolts the whole carrier, rear 
numberplate and part of the rear mudguard could be 
removed in one piece to give access to the rear wheel. 

The following year saw the two Autobyks fitted with a 
new spring fork with each blade made from Reynolds 
531 tube and four rubber bands providing the springing. 
Again, the cost of raw materials was reflected in the price 
of the two autocycles when in March 1947 they were 
increased to £45 for the ^7/Y\ and £55 for the 47/G2 
(plus purchase tax); the latter being the price of our test 
bike when it was registered in Lancashire in May 1947. 

Wearing the registration number HTC 450, this 
Autobyk has recently been brought back to life by the 
talented West Countryman Geoff Newbury, and on 
its first public airing at the Bristol Classic Bike show in 
February 2015, it deservedly scooped the trophy for the 
best Autocycle/Cyclemotor. Geoff is one of four brothers 
who are well know in the West Country for their love of 
two wheels and late this summer I took up his offer of 
taking the beautifully finished black and cream 'stroker' 
for a spin through the lanes of West Wiltshire. 

Bikes have been an important part of Geoff's life since 
he first ventured onto the road on a 250cc BSA in 1959, 
so before we fired the Autobyk into life he told me a little 
about those early years and the restoration of the little 
two-stroke which came his way in 2013. 

“When I was young my dad had a motorcycle but it was 
used very much as a tool to get him to and from his place 
of work... he certainly wasn't an enthusiast. 

“I probably got my love of two wheels from my uncle 
Bob, but there were also lots of bikes around in the 
village where I lived and I could hardly wait until I was 16 
and got one of my own. This was a Cl IG BSA which took 
me to my work as an apprentice engineer at RAC Lister's 
and as it required plenty of regular fettling, it was also the 
machine which taught me a lot about the mechanics of 



Zipping along at 
the Excelsior'f 
comFortable 
cry I sing speed! 
of about ZSitiph. 



Ornamental klaxon No twistgrips 

horn came from Uncle here - lever throttle 
Bob - as did the rest controls the power, 

of the Autobyk. 

motorcycling. Still only 16, 1 passed my test on the BSA 
and later on - 1 recall it was the year Harold Wilson came 
to power, so 1964 - 1 flogged it to my brother in law and 
replaced it with a Model 50 Norton. 

“In those days you could pick up a decent runner for 
next to nothing and the next bike which came my way 
was a Francis-Barnett Falcon which I paid £20 for. Over 
the years I've owned, ridden and restored all sorts of 
bikes - too many to mention - but had no experience of 
the Excelsior Autobyks until the new millennium when 
my uncle Bob gave me a pair of them. They were both 
incredibly rough and as I had other restorations on the 
go they were put to the back of my workshop where they 
stayed unloved for the next 13 years; by then I'd retired, 
so for my next project I decided to see if I could make 
one decent bike out of the two." 

Nearly 60 years had passed since the last Autobyk 
rolled off the Kings Road production lines but, as Geoff 
soon discovered, there is still a healthy following for 
the little two -strokes and during the next 12 months he 
received plenty of help and advice; he explains. . . 

“Thanks to John Harding - the DVLA contact in the 
Francis-Barnett club - we discovered the bike which still 
had a number plate was first registered in Lancashire on 
Mayl, 1947. 

“With further investigation the archives revealed it had 
later gone to Swindon where it had spent the rest of its 
days and, armed with this information, I was - thanks 
to a very helpful lady at the DVLA - able to retain the 
original registration number. At some time in its life 
the original engine had been replaced by one from an 
Excelsior Spryt - this powered the 47/Sl Autobyk de 
Luxe when it was launched in 1947 - but it only differed 
from the 47/G2 Super in that the De Luxe had a single 
speed drive as opposed to the two -speed box on the 
Goblin. On stripping the motor down, I was surprised to 
see both the piston and rings were in remarkably good 
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order and, other than new seals from the ever helpful 
Mark Daniels at Moped Land, the only part I had to 
replace was a new small end hush. Sadly, both of the 
leg-shields were missing hut in conversation with Dave 
Heckle - a friend in the F-B cluh - 1 was put on to Les 
Williams in East Anglia who kindly let me borrow a pair 
to use as templates to make some replicas." 

Few amateur restorers have the full skill to rebuild 
engines, fabricate tinware and produce top notch 
paintwork, but after a lifetime of working as a mechanic 
and an 'all rounder' in the motor trade, Geoff is well 
equipped to deal with virtually any part of bringing a 
dead motorcycle back to life. He tells me that the secret 
of his immaculate paint finish is all down to hours 
of preparation, and once applied it's then left in his 
greenhouse to harden for a week; he's also done some 
modifications to the wiring. 

"When it was launched in 1947, sparks for the Goblin 
engine were provided courtesy of a Miller FWX flywheel 
magneto which also powered a 9W direct lighting set, 
but in 1950 Excelsior changed this to a Wipac Genimag. 
This was a great improvement as it provided 21 W lighting 
and enabled the fitting of an 18/18W dipping headlight, 
making it the only British autocycle so equipped. 

"At that time the light switch on the Autobyks was 
remotely operated by a Bowden cable from a lever but 
from 1953 they had a more conventional main switch on 
the headlamp shell and a handlebar mounted dip switch. 
I've fitted a six volt 2.8 amp battery tucked in the toolbox, 
and with no regulator this is charged by a two position 
toggle switch leaving the DC feed from the mag/dyno to 
look after the main beam and dip and it works a treat." 

"After eventually locating a pair of the correct size tyres 
the restoration was finally completed in November 2014 
and as a lasting memory to the man who introduced me 
to motorcycling in the early 1960s, I decided to add the 
words 'Uncle Bob' on the leg-shields and mount his old 
klaxon horn on the handlebars." 

Geoff has certainly done a superb job in bringing 
the G2 Super back from the dead and as I discovered 



Top left: Engine was 
Excelsior’s own effort. 

Above left: Engine covers 
were fabricated by the 
restorer. 

Top right: Attention to 
detail is evident in the 
quality of the paintwork. 

Above: Owner Geoff 
Newbury has the skills to 
tackle most aspects of 
restoration. 




from my run through the Wiltshire lanes, it's easy to see 
why the litde lightweight became so popular. Unlike 
a contemporary traditional, conventional motorcycle 
the Autobyk is fitted with a throttle lever and from cold 
it only required a quick spin of the pedals and a touch 
on the 'go faster' control to bring the 98cc two -stroke 
bursting into life; the exhaust note through the low slung 
silencer a sharp but inoffensive crackle. 

Despite its modest engine capacity, acceleration was 
surprisingly brisk and with second gear engaged I was 
soon zipping along at the Autobyk's happy cruising 
speed of what its restorer informs me is around 25mph. 

Braking - as you might expect from a pair of four 
inch drums - is best described as 'marginal,' requiring 
plenty of forward planning and a purposeful amount of 
leverage to bring the combined weight of bike and rider 
to a controlled stop and the ultra narrow section tyres 
don't encourage over exuberant cornering, but you'll be 
never without a grin on your face when you ride an 
Autobyk. It certainly delivers smiles for miles. 
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CAROLE 


The 16^*' Carole Nash 


2016 = 

CLASSIC M(5WDRCYCLE SHOW 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 201 6 


THE ROYAL BATH & WEST SHOWGROUND, 

SHEPTON AAALLET, SOMERSET BA4 6QN 


r ADVANCeII 
tickets ^ 

ON SALE 

..NOW!^ 




GATES OPEN 1 0AM - 5PM 
ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 
• Adults £11 • OAPs £9 • Children £3 
Ticket hotline: 01 507 529529 
Visit: www.classicbikeshowsxom 


Trade enquiries: 01507 529430 


HrWWTacohaak.cOfn.^ C»l5lctNkB4llOWS 


ffcLBiskbi keiNm «2QL5CBS 


C 1 1 \ R I E R .U l^l AchnuM c 







w* MV wMid www.tracytooXs 


PRODUCTS 


* Ta|>5 and Dies 
« Special Sizes 

* Olestocka 

* Boxed Sets 

* Tap Wrenches 


• Endmitls • Centra iDrills 


* Clearance Bargains * Reamers 

« Sint Drills • Drill sate (H$S) 

* Tahstock Die Holder • Drills 

* Drills MSS • Thread Chasers 


• All Biitisli Cycle Threads Available 


Acme 

Tips 



Taper S/ianit 

Drills HSS 





\»i 





^Tracy Tools Ltd 

Tap St Die Specialist, Sngtneer Tool SuppUes 

TeL 01803 328 603 Fax: 01803 328 157 

Unit 1, PwMielil Ind ERt. Barton BJU Way. Torquav, Davcn TQ2 BJO 

Email: iiifo@tracytools.com 
www.traGytools.com 


:■£ DAVE COOPER TMILBIS 

(CM) Unit 7, Pettings Court Farm, Hodsolt Street, 
Wrotham, KentTNtS 7LH 
Tel/Fax; 01732 820082 (Days), 07060 702112 (Mobile) 

* www.davecooper,co.ul( ■ info@daveccoper.eo.uk 

CUP-ON ADJUSTABLE 
BIKE RACKS 
£71.95 inc p&p 
JUNIOR RACKS 50CC-80CC 
SENIOR RACKS 100cc*600cc 
Fite any vehicle with British standard towbar, and you can still 
tow with the bike rack in use. Made from strong 4mm British 
steel tubing, finished in protective enamel. 

Lightboards, tie down straps and 
double racks also available. 

TRAILERS 

Single bike ...„.£2S9 

Double bike ...,,.£349 

Treble bike £389 

Sidecar,. £385 

spate wheel £28.50 exira, All prices include VAT ■ Deiiyery Service available. 
Trailers come complete with Independent suspension, clip-on 
loading ramp, tie-down loops, wheel support clamps, security 
locking facility, removable fighting and six enamel colours. 

NEW wall moulding brackets - to hang trailer on your garage 
wall £15.00 pair. Price includes fightboard & ramp ^ m 
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Crystal Palace I Grand Prix 

A bounty of thrills 
at Crystal Palace 

A 10,000-strong crowd turned up to watch the racing on Sydenham’s miie-iong circuit in 
May 1927, and they were treated to some fine displays of skilful riding from the entrants. 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: MORTONS MEDIA ARCHIVE 




he remarkable turnout made for a 
fantastic start to the day's racing. The 
competitors were in good 
spirits thanks to the mild 
weather and the vast, 

excited crowd, and the officials were happy as 
they had very few hiccups to manage. 

The sheer size of the crowd could have led 
to problems, but they were extremely well- 
behaved and made running the event much 
easier for everybody involved. 


Straight 
from the 
plate 

To view the rest of 
the pictures in this 
set and to order 
prints please visit 


www.inortoiis 

archive.com 


the pack very quickly and had established a firm lead by 
the end of the first lap. His lead was not destined to last, 

however; his engine began to misfire partway 
through the second lap, and by the beginning 
of the third the Zenith was running really 
quite erratically. J D Broughton (Francis- 
Barnett), who had been stuck behind 
Riddoch since the start of the race, seized 
his opportunity in lap three and pinned the 
throttle, taking a lead that would last him the 
race and guarantee victory. 


The day's race programme consisted of 
seven solo and three sidecar races. Of these 
seven, the two most eagerly anticipated events 
were the Crystal Palace Solo Grand Prix and 
the Crystal Palace Sidecar Grand Prix. Both of 
these were 10-lap races, while the remaining 
five races were half that length. 

The first event of the day was the Whitehall 
Race (which was a five -lap solo event for 
machines with an engine displacement of 175cc) and I P 
Riddoch (Zenith-Blackburne) drew away from the rest of 


The 250cc Pall Mall Race followed the 
Whitehall, and was almost certainly the most 
exciting race of the day. Paddy Johnston 
(Cotton) made the best getaway, though he 
did not seem totally at ease on the circuit. 

F W Clark (New Imperial) was stuck to 
his shoe all the way to the end of the 
second lap, at which point Johnston 
skidded wide on a corner, allowing 
Clark to slide neatly through the inside and take 
the lead. Clark fell behind again as Johnston Q 


The thronging 
crowd was a good 
indication of things 
to come - there 
were 17,000 
spectators at the 
September event 
iater that same year. 
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Crystal Palace I Grand Prix 




O began to find his feet, and coming into the final lap the 
race became a desperate battle between the two men at 
the front. Clark's New Imp found a last surge of speed and, 
spectacularly, managed to edge past Johnston's Cotton and 
win by the merest fraction of a second. 

The races that everybody was most excited about (the 
GP events) edged ever closer and, finally, the crowd could 
ready themselves for the big 10-lap events that would test 
man and machine. The Crystal Palace Solo GP was won by 
L Bellamy (Coventry-Eagle). The crowd - which I'm sure 
were hoping for some pitched batdes from start to finish 
- were not privy to the same level of excitement that the 
250cc Pall Mall Race delivered; Bellamy was never seriously 
challenged and romped to victory relatively unimpeded. 

Thankfully for the 10,000-strong crowd, the same cannot 
be said of the Sidecar GP race. Gordon Norchi handled his 
344cc Coventry-Eagle outfit superbly, sliding up the field 
and assuming pole position when first-place W Browning 
(Norton sc.) burst his motor. Norchi's fine performance in 
the sidecar GP brought about a fitting end to a superb 
day's racing. 



One unfortunate participant quickiy rights his machine 
as his quarry whips round the next corner. 



Left: G W Hoie iooks 
very composed sitting 
on his Raieigh ahead of 
the 350cc Westminster 
Race. 

Above: The sidecar 
events were hotiy 
contested, though this 
rider (who we think is 
Coventry-Eagie-mounted 
Gordon Norchi) and 
his passenger have no 
immediate threats to 
worry about. 


^Straight 
from the 
plate 

To view the rest of the 
pictures in this set and to 
order prints please visit 

www.mortonsarchive.com 
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A 



J W Bishop (AJS) sticks out a ieg and tried to sneak through the inside. 





{Straight 
from the 
plate 




One uniucky rider suffers a spiii in every sense of the term. 


To view the rest of the 
pictures in this set and to 
order prints please visit 

www.mortons 

archive.com 
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ROBIN JAMES 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 


TTie Concour^ awaxxi!i -winning British rcMoi^r of Cliissic 
Motorcycles, established 1979 


QUALITY MOTORCYCLE RESTORATION 

From just one component to a complete rebuild 
Whatever your needs, call 
Dave Rosser & Nick Cronin, K.O.B.l. 

Cliiuon Road, Leominster, Kerefoidshire KR6 ORJ 
Tel; +44 (0)1568 612800 
www.robinjamesengineeTingservices.com 







Suitabte ton mOi'' 

vintage/classlc/modem motorcycles 


Uaad by: 

Police. Suzuki GB. Condor Ferries etc 
lasai for van, trailer, workshop, transportation, 

and security* (mauiam n itin)»ii miBn} 

www.bumpstopxo.uk 



L tel: 01604 845050 sales@bunipstop.ca.ul( j 


Dragonfly Motorcycles 


Here at Dragonfly we specialise in the classics. 

Need spares for your Ariel Or B5A? Then we're right up your street. 



Specialist In; Amal Ariel BSA Burman Bearings 
& Classic motorcycles 

All models from the 20s to 70*s Yes, ALL models 


. 4 1 




We have It all! 

With our shelves as stacked 
as this, you'll do well to find 
something we can't do! 

Morvel at our vast array of 
second hand bike parts! 







So call or visit us for all your classic motorcycle spares. 


www.draganfly.co.uk - 01986 894798 


classic IS 

for your ClSSSIC 

xcinendr' ryrss from "" lyit :: 2 Thr " 

• Free delivery on UK orders over £50 
Friendly, expert advice from classic enthusiasts 
AVON 
ENSIGN 

vintagetyras.com t; 01590 612261 
salesevlnbg«tyres.coin fl 01590 612722 




wwyf.classlC'Miilercyctes.co.flk Tei; 01624 814231 
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1951 

SOOcc VH Ariel 
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Lady in red 

This striking crimson 1951 Ariel belongs to Stuart Bailey. The motorcycle is a 
500cc VH model from 1951, and possesses character and class in abundance 



his lovely VH Ariel came up 
for sale in a village outside of 
Northampton and Stuart, interest 
piqued hy the machine, decided it 
was well worth looking into. 

The Ariel was in a pretty poor state when Stuart first 
clapped eyes on it; the wheels were hadly corroded, 
the tyres were as flat as pancakes and the rear stand 
was heyond repair, as the feet on the stand had worn 
away completely. The hike was also covered in a layer 
of grease which, happily, actually went some way to 
preserving the hike's condition - excepting the wheels, 
tyres and rear stand, of course. Undeterred hy the 
prospect of some remedial restoration work, Stuart 
purchased the hike and a commenced rebuilding it 
from the ground up. 


Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH 
Photography: GARY CHAPMAN 
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The petrol tank was done by a chap who lives on 
the border of Shropshire and Wales, and the frame 
was powder-coated by Redditch Shotblasting. Both 
the upper and lower chainguard were made by Stuart 
himself, as was the rack. 

The motorcycle, now restored and polished up to a 
glistening sheen, is due to take part in the Colombres 
Rally (by the time this issue is published it will have 
returned from its adventure) and will surely attract a 
lot of attention from other rally-goers. 

Stuart's 500cc VH Ariel - now looking at it from a 
historical perspective - is one of the final forms of 
the legendary Ariel Red Hunter which, at one point, 
was available in 250cc, 350cc and 500cc versions. 
There was also an alloy-engined competition model - 
designated the 'VCH' - which was released in 1950. 

The following year was one of addition and 
subtraction for Ariel, and particularly in the case of 
their family of trusty ohv singles. The original Red 



Hunters and their derivatives really formed the 
backbone of the company's roster of singles both pre 
and postwar, and they sold incredibly well. 

With the Square Four covering the multi-cylinder 
demographic, Ariel had a fairly solid foundation of 
popular motorcycles, but over-demand for the 350cc 
and 500cc ohv singles meant the fairly expansive 
roster of single cylinder bikes needed trimming if the 
ensuing production problems were to be overcome. 
To remedy the situation the 497cc Model VG and its 
little brother, the 347cc Model NG, were both axed 
from the roster, and the VH and NH models were 
expected to receive a boost in power output. 

The 500cc VH Red Hunter remained one of the 
company's lynchpins until it was discontinued at the 
end of the 1950s. In an Ariel advertisement in January 
1952 it was stated by the company that the bike was 
"robust and big-hearted" - a claim that I'm sure Stuart 
can attest to. 


‘^The Red Hunters and their derivatives formed 
the backbone of Ariel’s roster of singles. ” 
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n l9D5p the motor cycling world ws 
hitvLng n few issuer as the public 
began fn have dpubts abnul whether 
moiorcj'ctes were practical^ cheap and 
reJiable transport. 

Many of the early machines were indeed highly 
unreliable and tanged between slightly dangerous 
to one amusing description of a foreign machine as: 

'An unnecessarily complicated form of suicider 
Ihe situation was not helped as a great many 
bicycle dealers were selling motorcycles that lliey' 
had created themselves using one of the myriad 
engines that were available from the fledgling 
propulsion unit manufacturers. 

As many of liiese motors were unproven and 
created by engineers with great claims but little 
experience, it was not surprising that the end 
product did not 'give complete satisfaction' as they 
would have said in 1905. 

lhatyear. Triumph was still a small motorcycle 
maker dial had been using a variety of other peoplen' 
engines until 1^15^ w^hen it created its own engine 
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for thehrst time. To prove how- reliable, practical 
and cheap the new machines were to run. Triumph 
devised a publicity stunt fur the summer of 1905. 

A respected amateur rider, the Rev Basil Davies. 
Iitjon to the readers of 77ie Motor Cycle, would ride 
one of the new 3#i3cc 3hp Triumphs for 200 miles 
a day far six days m a ^ow^ He would sran from the 
George Hotel in Oxford and each day's ride would 
radiate out to a different destination and Loop back 
to Oxford with around 200 miles completed. 

This was no easy task as the roads of 1 995 ^vere 
gravel and dirt and were quickly churned up by ihe 
horse and carts that were the main form of transport 
of the time. The Triumph itself was basic, with no 
clutch, gears or rear suspension, with the engine 
directly driving the rear wheel by belt in modem 
terms, Ixioti was doing a daily 200 mile enduro for 
six days in a row. 

The Triumph did need a little fettling as the 
newly designed engine was not yet perfected, hut 
apart from needing to grind in valves, replace the 
occasional broken piston ring and a broken frame 
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it went very well. Ixion and his Triumph completed 
this marathon of 1279 miles in six days and this 
became one of the key events in the success and 
growth of Triumph. 

As July 1, 2015, would he exactly 110 years to the 
day since Ixion had ridden the 200 mile loop down 
to the New Forest area and hack, a group of veteran 
motorcycle enthusiasts decided to try and repeat 
this feat. A route was worked out that followed the 
original as much as possible, but also took in many 
empty little country lanes for a more 'period' riding 
experience. My 1905 Triumph (normally kept at my 
house in Ostend, Belgium) is the only one in running 
order and I was keen to join in. As Ixion had been a 
student at Oxford's Lincoln University in 1900, the 
University kindly helped with accommodation and 
assistance in this adventure. 

And so just after 6am on July 1, 2015, the Triumph 
sat at the site of the now demolished George Hotel, 
exactly 110 years since Ixion set off, to try and repeat 
the feat. 

Given the changes in road layouts since 1905 there 
were some enforced changes to the original route 
which is understandable and the destination was 
the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu rather then 
Bournemouth. However, the mileage was the same in 
both cases, at 207 miles. 

The rider reports: 

On Wednesday, July 1, exactly 110 years after Ixion 
did this leg, I set off from Oxford, Cornmarket Street. 

The George Hotel, Ixion's lodgings for his six day 




Above left: Nick and 
his support team, Paul 
Gander and Jen and Dave 
Pittuck. 

Above: Man and machine 
in the Quad at Lincoln 
College, Oxford. 

Below: Giving a victory 
salute on Broad Street, 
Oxford, after successfully 
completing the run. 


trial in 1905, is now a bank. Setting off at 6.20am, I'm 
a bit late compared with his 5am start. Still, I soon 
spot village names that are familiar from his writings: 
Wallingford, Goring, Pangbourne... I make my first 
stop at Goring, and photograph the Thames that I 
am crossing. I have been on the road for one hour 
now and all is going well. I'm still on my own, as the 
'rescue crew' had to tackle the Oxford one-way system 
after they waved me off. It takes the fastest car an 
hour-and-a-half to catch up with me, just in time as 
I am now leaving B -roads for beautiful country lanes 
with no traffic at all. This is to avoid Reading, which 
Ixion did drive through but would be problematic for 
me at Sam. . . I go through Sulhamstead, Ufton Nervet, 
Mortimer Common and Bramley Green, and the 
trusty Triumph now follows the 'navigational escort' 
(Paul) and never misses a beat... will this continue for 
another 160 miles? 

I'm getting more and more used to starting the 3hp, 
363cc engine after, for example, traffic lights - it takes 
only one or two turns of the pedals to get it going 
again. Mind you, it is a single speeder, with direct 
drive (no clutch), so the engine has to be stopped 
with the exhaust valve lifter at traffic lights. I need to 
do this a few times on the Basingstoke ring road, and 
I ride just above idle, very slowly, between rows of 
almost standstill traffic, in which the rescue crew gets 
hopelessly stuck. 

But past Basingstoke it is rural again, via the 
Candovers. There is the only hill of the whole day 
that I cannot take. My 4.33:1 belt ratio is fine for flat 
country, but Farleigh Wallop is just too steep, and I 
push for a few hundred yards. A stop for refreshments 
at Preston Candover gives nice photo opportunities, 
but no bakers for breakfast. Dextro Energy is fine for 
the time being, and lots of water, as the temperatures 
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are already deep in the 20s... very much unlike 
Ixion, who reported on “hittercold'' in the morning. 
Eventually, 'rescue car' crew Dave and Jen catch up, 
as does Richard on a more modern Laverda, giving 
moral support (after having organised the college 
photo permits and Lincoln College accommodation!). 

I decide to go through Winchester city centre, 
which is uphill most times. The traffic is not too had 
and some pedestrians gaze at me with amazement. 

Do they think they are in a time warp? Then towards 
Southampton, and although Ixion went through the 
centre, where he had a nasty experience with some 
tram rails. I can avoid the city and go via Totton 
towards Lyndhurst, where I have a minute of rain 
(Ixion had lots of it, and described his oilskins as 
"porous as a net..."). This brings me to Beaulieu via 
the wonderful road through the New Forest, where 
horses and cows are not surprised to see me - they 
are seemingly used to much more already. 


Top: Unloading and final 
preparations outside 
Lincoln College, Oxford. 

Above left: Nick having a 
chat with the museum’s 
Mike Gillett while a 
reporter takes notes. 

Above centre: The first 
push down on the pedals 
when leaving the site 
of the old George Hotel 
in Cornmarket Street in 
Oxford, 6.20am July 1. 

Above right: A quick stop 
to check that the belt 
joint is still tight. 


At the Beaulieu National Motor Museum, a warm 
welcome is received from museum director Doug 
Hill and motorcycle specialist Mike 'Sticks' Gillett, 
who kindly pulled their 1903 JAP clip-on engined 
Triumph out of the collection for us to compare. A 
magic moment to put these two very rare Triumph 
ancestors together! During a quick go -around with 
the spanner in the museum's workshop, the Triumph 
was again in excellent company with the 1924 
Sunbeam Land Speed Record machine Bluebird. 

But there is not too much time to waste. After a 
welcome meal in the Brabazon, the open road was 
calling again, and trying to miss Southampton, I 
suddenly find myself on the M271, which isn't really 
a problem as the traffic goes slowly. Miles later 
I'm going through Winchester again, where Ixion 
reported piston ring breakage - being prepared, he 
carried spares. As he probably only had one of the 
very first Triumph-built engines batch, the metallurgy 
wasn't fully up-to-date. He also reground the valves O 
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O every night. Myself, having engine number 314, 1 still 
run it on the original piston. 

Replenishing man and machine at a country puh 
near Totford gives time to check the maps a final time. 
Approaching Farleigh Wallop from the other side 
gives a less steep hill climh and goes alright, just like 
Basingstoke ringroad, where the rush-hour is passed. 

Near Sulhamstead, misfiring starts, and suddenly 
the engine stops. This must he magneto trouble (an 
accessory available by February 1905), and the cause 
is quickly found - the fibre cam has moved and duct 
tape makes for a sufficient temporary repair. In 1905, 
Douglas Hall, acting to 'check and certify' the daily 
mileage only appeared in Goring that day (sometimes 
they just rode together), but today, I go and go and 
reach Oxford's Cornmarket Street at 8.20pm, exactly 
14 hours after the start from the same spot, with no 


aches anywhere. But I cheated, and had installed a 
gel-filled saddle cover... 

In his article in 1905, Ixion described he would go 
that far to settle three vexed questions: 

"1. Is long distance motorcycling as fatiguing and 
nerve-wracking a pursuit as the half penny press 
pretends? 

"2. Is it ultra-expensive in the matter of repairs etc... 

"3. Can the modern machine be trusted to 'the 
average private purchaser; who picks up a few simple 
rules of thumb, but remains, from the engineer's 
point of view, an absolute duffer?" 

Even 110 years later, the answers are still the same: 

1. No, but I had Tarmac roads all the time, he had 
mud and 'grease' which created sideslip and aching 
wrists. 

2. No. Only three gallons of petrol were used, and 
less than a litre of SAF 50. Since the first start of the 


Above: Half way and 
outside the museum at 
Beaulieu, Nick’s 1905 
Triumph on the ieft and 
the museum’s 1903 
2^Ahp Triumph on the 
right. 

Beiow: Breezing aiong 
open roads in the New 
Forest. 



engine, the plug has not come out yet, and the valve 
clearance hasn't been adjusted, simply because you 
have to cut them to length, there are no adjusters, 
and 1 seem to have done it right, first lime! 

3. Finally, with tlie above experience, 1 can fuily 
confirm that the modem machine is suitable to the 
average private purchaser! 

Many thanks to Dave and Ten Pittuck, Paul Gander, 
lolin Mijatovic, Lucy Smitalova and Ki chard Duffin 
for making it happen . 
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ancT much for earlier machines. 


m MOW a^£ 7HE TWIHm$C COmamOM KITtH srocn 


• Send £7.50 for Price Lists • MaiUPhone orders we/come • Exports a speciafity 
• Next day dispatch worldwide • Prices plus VAT 

VrifJSoirtk mlr fw. Ci^i^^foitMncasfer U 2 SJX Tai. 01524 770956 P^Tjr:075£4777ff75 


- ? ivww.trii/mph-spares.co.uk ^ sa/es@tr/umph-spares.co,ulf 



RICHMOND CLASSIC 


MoT and Service Repairs 

Full ftestoration services to all levels^ starting with sympathetic 
re-commissioning to maintain the original patina built up over 
the years, through to contours show standard 


I Unit 5, Racecourse Court, Gallowlieldt Ind. Est., 

Rtchmond, North Yorkshire DL10 4SP. 
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MOTORCYaE SHIPPERS 

OAKBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL 

QUALfTY CASE PACKING AT OUR 
WAREHOUSE 

Bikes/Spares & Parts 

Exported Worldwide 

Contact Oakbrtdge on 01799 513366 
for free advice and quotations 
neal@oakbridgelogistics.co,uk 
www.oakbfidge‘intemationa l,cam 
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F/GHT CONROStOfV THIS WINTER 
WHETHER RIDING OR LAYING UP 


For personal service at web prices ring; 

TEL: 020 8502 7034 ^ lerjv*MK-v| 


Use Metro's 75 years of know how to fight rust & 
corrosion this winter. Quickly and safely blast moisture 
out of every nook and cranny leaving your bike streak 
free. Completely safe for all paint & chrome finishes. 
The Original Bike Dryers. •peak 

100% Duty Cycle. 240 volts. CE Approved. 
Videos and full specifications on 


CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES XMAS 
SPECIAL! NOVEMBER ONLY! 


FREE CARRIAGE on Blaster, Sidekick L Master Blaster ordersi - To 
UK mainland. For Highlands L Islands add £6. Valid for November 
ONLYl Use coupon code “CLMCIS" to redeem discount. 


4HP* 
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BIKE DRYER 
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^ ^ With Motorsport 

$63/yr (12 issues) 

Save $$ and never miss another issue! 
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Mechanics, The Ciassic Motorcycle, Classic Bike Guide, Classic 
Racer, RealClassic, Classic Dirt Bike, Scx>otering, Classic 
Scooterist Scene, Twist & Go. Motorcyde Sport & Leisure. 

We stock many fine Mortons publications including: 

SCRAPBOOK SERIES (Triumph, BSAand Norton), AVIATION 
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MOTORCYCLES, JUST ROSSI, ISLAND RACER, JAGUAR. 


mOTORSPORT 

PUBt-I CATtOhiS.^L^ 

7164 County Road N #441, Bancroft, Wi 54921 
715-572-4595 * Chris@ClassicBikeBooks.com 
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Greeves original prototype. That’s 
a speedo, not a tacho - it was, 
after all, a 'trainer’ not a racer... 
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Greeves I Silverstone 


By 1962, unless you were a clever engineer, 
had deep pockets to fund exotic Continental 
machinery or were lucky enough to own a 
successful older model, a quarter litre racer 
was largely unobtainable. So Greeves’ 246cc 
model was perfectly timed, yet this timing 
was probably a lucky accident... 


y the close of 1962 Greeves had 
hecome a household name 
on the off road scene. Brian 
Stonehridge, Dave Bickers, 
Mike lackson, Don Smith et 
al completed endless giant slaying acts with their 
small two-stroke Greeves to secure glory at home 
and abroad. 

On the road, the Thundersley huilt singles and 
twins proved more than ahle, and were not only 
enjoyed hy those preferring light nimhle tourers, 
hut also a gang of 16 year olds who in spite being 
restricted to 250cc learner machines, had the cash 
to buy one of the fastest British 250s on the market. 
While not decrying the Villiers 249cc 2T engine 
employed in the Sports Twins, it was a case of fast 
engine in much faster frame. 

In hindsight, that Greeves could and did launch 
its 250cc Silverstone racer in November 1962 
shouldn't surprise. But hindsight is useless - and 
there is no doubting the new Silverstone caught 
the UK and beyond napping. There had been/were 
other production racers and roadsters which readily 
converted from European mainland factories, but in 
effect nothing from these shores. And although the 
Silverstone was by configuration all new, its collective 
parts had undergone much successful testing on the 
scrambles circuits. 

For a few years, the Silverstone proved the ideal 
road racing entry model and a worthy addition to 
the stable of the experienced hand who wanted 
extra miles at events. But not everyone was caught 
unawares, including Motor Cycle News' Charlie Rous 
who penned the headline 'Wow! What a machine' 
in his advertorial copy for a page Greeves spread 
published by MCN on November 7, 1962. And if you 
were in any doubt to who you should apply, cash 
in hand, the accompanying adverts by Don Smith 
Motorcycles of Highams Park, Palmers at Teddington, 
Bob King from Bedford, Andrew Downie at 
Edinburgh, Archers of Aldershot and others advised. 


Many may ask 'Why was the Greeves Silverstone 
such a breath of fresh air?' Arguably, apart from rare 
exceptions, few in the UK took the quarter litre road 
racing class seriously, with the bosses of certain 
factories publicly taking the view 'real men' raced 
only 350/500CC machines. Yet across the English 
Channel the quarter litre and smaller 125cc classes 
were taken seriously. In fact - heaven forbid! - in 
some countries more seriously than the 500s. 

Some will rightly question whether I've lost the 
plot completely here as 250cc races were run at most 
meetings from the loM TT to local club events. True, 
but British factories neither supported the class 
nor built appropriate racing machines for it. While 
racing restarted on the Continent soon after the guns 
were silenced, the UK dragged its feet due to a lack 
of new machinery, fuel rationing and few suitable 
short circuits, until it was realised that airfields had 
better applications. 

Initially, 250cc class aspirants dusted down or 
restored pre Second World War racing motorcycles 
including Rudge, New Imperial, Excelsior Manxman 
and the like. Frames were modified, brakes improved 
and engines reworked, leading to some quick 
motorcycles. Even Maurice Gann, the class's first 
postwar star, was racing a heavily reworked prewar 
Moto Guzzi. 

For the next 12 to 15 years, riders could either 
obtain at vast expense Continental machinery or in 
effect race what they or their sponsors made. One 
option was to re-work again and again their dated 
pre war mounts, leading to innovative recreations 
including the Pike Rudge, GTS machines, Beasley 
Excelsiors, M & F Excelsior and more from the four 
corners of the world including Australia were Les 
Diener built the brilliant dohc Eldee Velocette MOV, 
not to be confused with the Elbee specials loosely 
based on pre Second World War Triumph Tiger 70s 
by Len Bayliss. 

Other options included sleeving down 350s. Many 
took this route including the Geoff Monty GMV based O 
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on a 350cc MlcVIII KTT Velocette, Ian Teller's IFT 
Norton (350cc Manx), the MELEM built by Dudley 
Eldin using Norton and Velocette parts, then there 
were the TTS (Tom Thorp Special) arguably built 
initially by Dick Smith, Pike BSA, Hoff BSA and others 
using pre unit BSA 350cc Goldies, plus other parts. 
And a few inventive souls built their own, including 
Dennis lones (raced as the lEL). 

While there were odd examples of British factory 
made lightweight class racers these weren't always 
that British, such as the foe Ehrlich built EMC. Ehrlich 
had enjoyed some success with his 125cc over the 
counter racers, in effect Puch split single two-stroke 
racers, some with British made chassis, so it was no 
surprise to discover his 'production 250' was a 250cc 
Puch engine in a British rolling chassis. It is likely just 
one was built. 

With all this enthusiasm for the 250cc class in 
the UK, one can only ask why it took so long for a 
British maker to come up with a working, reliable 
racer. Though the Greeves Silverstone was in practical 
terms the first such machine to enter production. 
Cotton fans may argue this statement, and although 
launched in late 1962, buyers couldn't get their hands 
on one until 1963. While the Silverstone launch can 
been seen as a watershed moment, the scheme owes 
its birth to established road racer Reg Everett, rather 
than Bert Greeves. 


Above: Reg Everett at 
Brands Hatch on April 1 , 
1962. He won his heat 
then came second in the 
final. (Photograph Mick 
Walker/Reg Everett). 


Above Left: Everett at 
Snetterton in August 
1962. He was a 
double winner that 
day. (Photograph Mick 
Walker/Reg Everett). 


'Greeves on Greeves!’ The 56 year old eponymous proprietor 
aboard Reg Everett’s machine, at Brands Hatch, October 1962. 


Well known Leicester based two -stroke tuner, the 
late Brian Woolley (former TCM technical writer), 
was on and off involved with the project as were 
others and seemingly all fell out at one time or 
another with Invacar boss Bert Greeves. And if they 
didn't directly break off relations they later stated 
at times he totally ignored their work and advice. 
These included Brian, who wrote to that effect during 
Bert Greeves' lifetime. Despite all this baggage, the 
Greeves Silverstone project was at worst timely and at 
best brilliant. 

Many encyclopedias state the origins of the 
Silvertsone lay with the road race prepared Greeves 
scrambler with an MDS engine Reg Everett raced 
to success in 1962. However, the inspiration dates 
back to 1961. Everett and fellow Gold Star racer 
Martin Hayward were entered for the Silverstone 
1000k race (Saturday May 20, 1961) on a Villiers 
2T powered Greeves 25DC by Essex based Derek 
Cornell Motorcycles, an unexpected deviation for 
Cornell who was better known on the off road scene 
sponsoring many riders, including Don Smith. 

The factory fresh 25DC was run in during a blast 
over to Eddie Dow's shop at Banbury, before the team 
comprising Everett, Hayward and mechanic Kevin 
Wash (later founder of Hedingham Sidecars) pitched 
up at the Northants aerodrome circuit. The duo 
lapped satisfactorily on the Greeves until it failed to 
start after a midway pit stop. Stripped of lights, Everett 
raced the 25DC twin once more at Brands Hatch to 
modest success, then Cornell reclaimed his Greeves 
and Reg returned to his Goldie. 

From August 1961, the American actor Dick Wyler 
competed at some British circuits including Brands 
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Hatch on a race prepared roadster twin with factory 
help and sponsorship from Comerfords after racing 
it as a roadster with Griff Jenkins in the Thruxton 
500 miler (10th 250cc class). This Greeves then went 
racing in the USA before returning to the UK to he 
sold hy the Thames Ditton dealer in spring 1962. 

During the 1961/62 winter, Mr Everett was wanting 
to progress his career and considering a Matchless 
G50, before memories of last summer's foray on the 
Greeves, or rather its superb handling, flooded back. 
An approach to Greeves, or more accurately factory 
competition engineer Bob Mills, received the brush 
off; 'The factory doesn't build road racers.' But in a 
move Mr Mills later described as 'highly unofficial' a 
machine's worth of suitable roadster and scrambles 
parts were assembled in Reg Everett's lounge into 
a racer comprising a 246cc single cylinder MDS 
scrambler engine with Amal GP and motocross 
exhaust system, fitted into a race prepared Greeves 
road going rolling chassis with full width hubs, alloy 
rims and Avon racing boots. 

In true motocross fashion, the Everett Greeves 
accelerated rapidly but run out of puff too soon 
towards its maximum speed. By its first competitive 
outing, the road racing scrambler was on song well 
enough to win its heat and earn a second place in 
the final of a club meeting at Brands Hatch on April 
Eool's Day. Neither Reg nor his Greeves were the fools. 
Through much of the 1962 season the pairing raced to 
many sound places and a cluster of wins at club and 
national level. At an unofficial level Mills continued 
to offer factory backing without Bert Greeves officially 
knowing. But Mr Greeves certainly hadn't failed to 
notice its results! 


During the summer, racer/tuner Brian Woolley had 
what would be his first of many looks inside a Greeves 
racer, when he spied Reg working on the engine - 
barrel and head off - between races. Mills developed 
an expansion chamber and Reg continually tried to 
develop his machine. And with no official factory 
backing, that should have been that for the season, 
except in mid October The Motor Cycle carried the 
headline 'Greeves on Greeves.' Clad in leathers, 56 
year old Bert Greeves had put in some impressive 
laps at Brands Hatch, including a best of 64.7mph, 
days earlier, aboard Everett's machine. Was this blast 
the incentive to develop a production racing Greeves? 
Or had the plan been in his mind for some time? Or 
was he already at a design stage? With Mr Greeves, 
a secretive soul at times, no-one could ever be sure, 
but what is certain is he'd been taking an interest in 
Everett's project and more than likely turned a blind 
eye to the assistance of Mills for some months. 

As October 1962 drew to a close, Villiers announced 
its all alloy 246cc Starmaker engine, followed by 
Cotton unofficially announcing the prospective 
launch of their 250cc Villiers powered production 
racer, then Bert Greeves announced through Motor 
Cyclinghis machine with the headline; 'Greeves 
Production Racer.' 

In effect an off track race was on between Cotton, 
arguably first to both intimate its intentions and a 
fortnight after the London Show the first to release 
detail specification, and Greeves. But these two rival 
off road factories were joined by a third 246cc Villiers 
powered machine from an unexpected corner, that of 
DMW. As Cotton released its detail specification, the 
Thundersley Invacar Ltd team was busy improving 



Top: Bruce Main-Smith 
canters the prototype in 
December 1962. 

Above: Bert Greeves 
poses with an eariy 
production Siiverstone, 
in 1963. 
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their prototype. Actually, they didn't have to do too 
much development, as they simply followed/copied 
Everett's concept. 

The prototype featured a 246cc Villiers 34A engine 
while the first year production models would have 
the 36A unit, both with Greeves developed barrel and 
cylinder head, all work carried out with the backing of 
vast experience accrued through scrambling. 

Concerned he'd end up with egg on his face, Bert 
Greeves described the proposed Greeves racer as a 
'trainer' rather than a racer, intimating publicly and 
privately it was the ideal novice racing motorcycle. 
And with a proposed price tag of just under £300 (tax 
free) complete with fairing, newcomers would have 
a machine which would be affordable a moderate 
number of newcomers. 

Initial proposed specification included a 25bhp 
246cc engine fed through a VAin Amal GP carburettor 
housed in what was in effect a modified scrambles 
frame with shorter front fork, 2%gallon fibre glass fuel 
tank, racing seat, high level expansion chamber, Avon 
racing tyres and Smiths chronometric speedometer 
rather than rev counter - it was, after all, a trainer! 

The prototype model was later displayed at the year's 
Earls Court, London Show, badged the Greeves 
Special. The factory promised an initial production 
run of 30 machines, which we now know had 
Villiers 36A engines, again with Greeves barrels 
and cylinder heads, with a power output of circa 
30-31bhp@7400rpm. There were other variances 
from the initial prototype specifications including the 
lighter weight of just 1891bs (dry) and a price tag of 
£285 - £15 isn't much less than £300 but was notable. 
Perhaps even more importantly, the machine was 
soon given the name Silverstone. Plenty of young 
bloods would lust after a Silverstone, a name which 
today would be considered 'cool,' whereas the 
model's correct factory identification of 24RAS was at 
best 'uncool.' 

Even by today's standards, Bert Greeves was 
a master at working the publicity machine, and 



Top: Reg Everett and Tom 
Phillips, both on Greeves, 
in July 1963. Reg was 
by now riding Brian 
Woolley’s machine. 


Above: The Silverstone 
stripped bare, in 1963. 


even better he often fuelled his own free publicity, 
although in fairness Greeves and its dealer network 
weren't always backwards in funding advertising 
either. Along 'free lines' Greeves announced another 
scoop in Motor Cycling (7/11/62) when the editorial 
carried a feature under the headline 'Greeves- 
Beart Tie-Up.' An agreement had been reached 
with renowned Norton racing specialist engineer/ 
sponsor Erancis Beart for him to prepare one of 
the new Greeves 246cc racers for foe Dunphy to 
ride at British short circuit meetings during 1963. 
Early in November 1962, the year's Senior Manx 
GP winner put in 15 or so laps on the prototype 
before paddocking to enthuse over its handling, 
performance and braking. And Mr Beart was 
impressed too. 

Always apace of pit, paddock and track happenings, 
the late Mick Woollett of The Motor Cycle penned in 
his weekly column; 'The start of something big.' And 
the world wouldn't have to wait long to see how right 
Mick was. In fact, the following London Show 
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A brief chat with,,. 

Henry Cole 

Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: WORLD'S GREATEST MOTORCYCLE RIDES 


Henry Cole’s television programmes about travelling the world form the 
cornerstone of the audio-visual diet of those afflicted with wanderlust. 
Spending up to five weeks at a time riding one of his bikes through a new country, 
Henry spends a huge portion of his life on the road, on an adventure. 


s a full-time TV presenter and 
the owner of two companies, 
Gladstone Motorcycles and HCA 
Entertainment, Henry Cole is 
a man who has to keep a lot of 
plates spinning. He does this hy managing his time as 
effectively as possible - with a little help from diligent 
friends and colleagues such as Hamish Rieck, producer 
of one of Henry's most successful TV shows. World's 
Greatest Motorcycle Rides. 

Since a very young age Henry has had an interest 
in motorcycles, and after a long and varied career in 
the television industry (including positions as a news 
cameraman and a director) he began presenting his 
own shows. These were about cars at first, but soon 
Henry was able to start showing the world how a greater 
sense of freedom and adventure can be found when 
you engage with your environment and become a 
part of your surroundings by ditching four wheels and 
travelling on two. 


Above: Henry Cole 
takes a breather to 
pose with his Steve 
McQueen replica 
Metisse. 



What was it that first sparked your love 
of motorcycles? 

I had this crazy great-uncle - Uncle Dick 'Red Beard' 
Gladstone - and we used to go to a rambling house near 
Liverpool in the back of this Morris van when I was a kid. 

Red Beard was crazy about old British bikes and 
he took me into his shed and showed me a whole 
collection. There were some flat-tankers there, I seem to 
recall. I remember the smell of it, the look of the bikes 
and his eccentricity and I just thought: "This is for me," 
for some reason. It really started from there. 

My father would never let me have a motorbike. I 
had to wait until I was about 13. Later on in life I used 
to ride my GSXRllOO 'slabside' down from London, 
park it at the railway station, lock the helmet to it and 
pretend I'd come on the train. I think that's what it 
is about motorcycling; it's all about being able to be 
an individual, and that sense of comradeship among 
motorcyclists is what perpetuates the passion to the 
point that, at 51, I'm kind of obsessed really. 
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the way. It takes probably two to three weeks to put 
together a five week trip. I normally own the bike that 
we're doing the show on. 

The preparation is quite detailed, but the preparation 
for riding isn't detailed at all - 1 just get on the bike, 
check it's got oil in it and go. If it discombobulates... well, 
it does and we'll work it out. I've got a toolkit with me. It 
sounds simple but it is, really. 



Do you have a favourite classic motorcycle? 

I've got a few bikes and I'm just trying to think; if I had to 
take one motorcycle to a desert island with a nice road 
round it, I think it's my Norton. 

I've got a Norton 'bitsa' that's based on an ES2, and 
it's been customised by somebody else, so the tank I 
don't think is even a Norton. It should have girder forks 
but it's got teles. It's got all kinds of bits and bobs that 
shouldn't be on it, but for me, as a riding bike, I think 
out of all my motorcycles it's the one I love the most 
because it does everything for me. 

I've just done a World's Greatest Motorcycle Rides on 
it through Wales. I rode 400 miles and, for a bike from 
1947, the only thing I had to do was dry out the mag in 
torrential rain. 

I've got a Steve McQueen replica Metisse and, to me, 
that ticks all the boxes as well. It's all about a bike that 
ticks as many boxes as possible. It's very difficult to find 
a bike that does absolutely everything. 

For anybody who hasn't been watching the 
show, how would you describe World's Greatest 
Motorcycle Rides? 

I think the show is obviously, as the name implies, a 
journey from point 'A' to point 'B' in a country. What I 
think makes it different is basically we try and do routes 
that anyone could do over a two or three week period. 

So even if you wanted to ride across Australia, this is 
how to do it in three weeks. World's Greatest Motorcycle 
Rides is also about making it as real as possible. So it's 
me on the bike, and I do have one camera car with my 
producer Hamish - who drives the car and does sound 
- and a cameraman. We have to have that because of all 
the camera gear we have. But apart from that we keep it 
as minimal as possible. 

If you have a load of support crew it's not really 
motorcycling. I think it's also about using a motorcycle 
to get to the most amazing places or meet the most 


Top: Some of the 
scenery one can 
expect to find when 
riding in the Baikans. 

Beiow: On the road 
in Croatia. 


Worid’s Greatest 
Motorcycie Rides 
is on the Travei 
Channei, check 
iistings for detaiis. 


Have there been any motorcycling adventures 
that you've felt particularly apprehensive about 
before embarking on them? The Australian 
outback must have been pretty daunting! 

I know this sounds a bit odd, but a lot of my experience 
says actually this world is quite a small place. So even if 
you're in the outback of Australia and you are hundreds of 
miles from anywhere, I would say you are always - with a 
decent bike - a full tank away from civilisation. 

The trick with outback riding and stuff like that is that 
when you see a petrol station - even if you're half full - 
fill up. Never miss a gas station. It sounds basic, but it's 
so easy to do. I also attempted a land speed record on a 
Brough Superior at Bonneville Salt Flats, and I was very 
nervous about that. I'm not a racer. I'm a road rider, and 
I'm lying on this bike on the Bonneville Salt Flats with 
a geezer saying to me: "Are you ready to do this?" and 
I'm thinking: "Am I?" and off I went. I was absolutely 
terrified. Once you ride on the Bonneville Salt Flats you 
get this thing called 'salt fever' which means that you 
have to go back. We've built a classic land speed 350cc 
bike and we go back next year. 

How did the idea of marrying TV and 
motorcycling come about? 

I've had a really weird and eccentric career really. I started 
as a news cameraman, then went through directing loads 
of rock n' roll stuff on the road with heavy rock bands, 
directing TV commercials... then directing movies. 

In 1995 1 was sitting down with a guy at Channel 5 
and I said: "I want to do a thing called Stars and Cars." 
And he said: "Okay, we'll have that." Then I said: "Yeah, 
but I'm going to present it because I'm bored of 
presenters." And he said: "I'm not going to do that, 
you've never presented anything." I told him I'd make 
one for free - a Christmas special - and if it rated they 


amazing people. I try and use the show to eulogise 
about my love of motorcycling but not be too technical, 
so people that have a passing interest but like the travel 
element can understand why we all love motorcycles. 

How do you typically prepare for the 
motorcycling adventures that you undertake in 
World's Greatest Motorcycle Rides? 

Mow it works is simple. Mamish, my producer, plus a 
researcher and me, irtitiaily plan a route. Bui it's 
Hamish who decides where we*re going to go after 
running it past me. We talk right up front about what mute 
we'm going to do and then he goes away and plans a mute. 

Normally two items a day are pre-planned, but we 
Leave it as fluid as we can for people that we meet along 


could give me the series, if it didn't he could buy me 
lunch. So we made it, it worked, and it ran for five years. 

But my main love was motorcycles and I knew I 
couldn't get motorcycles straight away. I then went to 
see Travel Channel about something and got to know 
the boss. He let me do Route 66 on a Harley and it w^as 
iheir top rating show. That turned into World's Greatest 
Motorcycle Rides so vve were off, and it is still their top 
rating show today. 


®000 Men who mattered I Achilie Varzi 


Achilie Varzi 

Regardless of his immense reputation as one of the most successful of all prewar 
racers, he lived in the shadow of his countryman Tazio Nuvolari. This contributed to 
the risky and, at times, turbulent lifestyle (epitomised by a scandalous affair and a 
serious morphine addiction) he led until his unfortunate death in 1948. 


Words: MICHAEL BARRACLOUGH Photography: MORTONS MEDIA ARCHIVE 


chille Varzi was born in 1904 in Galliante, 
i near Milan. He was the son of a wealthy 

industrialist who had made his fortune 
g in the cotton industry. Achilie and his 

brother Angelo became increasingly 
interested in motorcycles as they grew up, and it was riding 
motorcycles that Achilie got his first taste of fame. 

He began his motorcycling career astride Garelli 
motorcycles, most notably the 350cc two-stroke split singles 
that proved to be very competitive in the early 1920s. 

Due to his family's considerable wealth, he was able 
to ride some of the most expensive high-performance 
machines available in that period. He would later ride 
British-made Sunbeam motorcycles, and would also 
experiment with DOT and Moto Guzzi machines. 

While riding Garelli motorcycles in Italy, the young 
Varzi met Tazio Nuvolari (Men Who Mattered, October 
2015 issue) and they became Italy's most promising 
young motorcycle racing talents. They later became 
fierce rivals and their batdes in the Grand Prix races 
in the early to mid- 1930s would become the stuff 
oflegend. 

Varzi's exploits astride a motorcycle took him all over 
Europe and he rode in several Isle of Man TTs. His first 
ride was in the 1924 funior, a ride he undertook on a DOT 
motorcycle. Varzi didn't finish, but not because of mechanical 
problems, a nasty spill or any other sort of mishap. He actually 
stopped to help an injured rider at the cost of his own race - 
an act of valour that won him the Nisbet Shield at that year's 
TT. It is important to note that Varzi already had an interest 
in motorcars at this point, and it wasn't long before he was 
racing cars as well as bikes. 

His best finish on the Island was in the 1927 Lightweight TT, 
when he managed an extremely commendable fifdi place on 
a Moto Guzzi. But it was with Sunbeam that Varzi managed 
some of his most impressive finishes, including seventh place 
in the 1927 Senior TT, and eighth place in the same event the 
previous year. During his tenure with Sunbeam Varzi won the 
Visitor's Cup on several occasions for being the highest placed 
foreign rider in the TT. 

Eventually Varzi's passion for cars overtook his interest in 
motorcycles. He was known to have been a real opportunist 
when it came to racing. He would often drive on the limit 
from start to finish and would never pass up a chance to 
advance through the field, no matter how dangerous the 
manoeuvre. He has been described by some as a "merciless" 
driver, and one that would make use of any opening, but it is 
also a widely accepted fact that he rarely made mistakes and 
was possessed of prodigious skill, which helped cement his 
\^eputation as one of the most formidable of all the prewar 


^‘Varzi’s best 
finish at the 
TTwas fifth 
in the 1927 
Lightweight,’’ 


Right: Before 
finding considerabie 
success on four 
wheeis, Achiiie 
Varzi was an 
accompiished 
motorcycie racer. 


racing drivers, and definitely one of the most enigmatic. 

In 1928, Achilie Varzi and Tazio Nuvolari entered into a 
partnership, and shared a stable of Type 35 Bugattis. It was at 
this point that the relationship between Varzi and Nuvolari 
began to sour - so much so that Varzi dipped into the family 
coffers and bought himself a P2 Alfa Romeo, then set up shop 
on his own towards the end of 1928. Varzi won a great many 
races in 1929, and this led to Nuvolari getting hold of a P2 Alfa 
as well so that the latter could remain competitive. 

Varzi promptly switched to Maserati, and carried 
his superb form over to 1930. His most impressive and 
important victory that year was in the Targa Elorio, in which 
he defeated Louis Chiron after starting the race 12 minutes 
behind him. This feat was made even more impressive 
by the fact that Varzi's spare wheel came adrift, rubbed a 
hole in the petrol tank and then fell off during race. A hasty 
fill-up of the leaky petrol tank during a pit stop led to a fire 
breaking out when some petrol leaked onto the red-hot 
exhaust pipe. With the flames licking the back of his neck, 
Varzi drove on undeterred, leaning over slightly in his seat 
so that his mechanic could beat the flames out with a seat 
cushion as they roared along. During 1930, Varzi also made 
his last journey to take part in the Isle of Man TT, finishing 
12th on a Sunbeam. 

Varzi began driving a Type 51 Bugatti in 1931, and then 
switched to Alfa Romeo in 1934. When Nuvolari started 
racing Alfa Romeos the following year, Varzi changed again - 
this time to the Nazi-funded Auto Union team. 

Achilie Varzi's health began to fail in 1936. Some 
sources report that he had an ulcer, and others that he 
had appendicitis. His life off the racetrack had been rocky 
for some time; he had fallen into the throes of a morphine 
addiction and had been involved in a scandalous affair with 
Use Pietsch - the wife of fellow Auto Union driver Paul Pietsch. 
It has been suggested that it was Use herself who turned Varzi 
onto the drug in the first place. Back on the racetrack, Varzi's 
AU teammate Bemd Rosemeyer had begun to outshine him, 
and his old rival Tazio Nuvolari was still managing to rake in 
plenty of victories as well. 

During the Second World War Varzi cleaned up his act. He 
overcame his addiction to morphine and settled down with 
his new wife, Norma Colombo. The renewed and revitalised 
Achilie Varzi staged a comeback in 1946 (at the age of 42), 
and won several smaller GP races. All was going well, until 
disaster struck during practice for the 1948 Swiss GP. His 
158 Alfa Romeo lost grip on the wet track at 1 lOmph, and 
it skidded and flipped several times until it came to a halt 
the wrong way up, crushing its driver beneath it. It was an 
unfortunate, but perhaps predictable, end to a 
tme motorsport icon. 
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®000 Opinion I Roy Poynting 
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Bureaucracy rules okay. . . 

unfortunately 

Sometimes, with regards to historic vehicles, form filling and box 
ticking gets in the way of good old fashioned common sense. 


ears ago I restored a 250cc Greeves 
Scottish trials bike Td bought without 
documentation. When I finished the 
job I obtained a dating certificate from 
the relevant club - no problem as 
Greeves helpfully incorporated the year of manufacture 
into their frame numbers - filled out the requisite form 
and sent my application for an age-related registration to 
the nearest Local Vehicle Licensing Office. 

Unfortunately, the office was run by an officious lady 
who promptly refused my application on the grounds 
that there was no proof the Greeves had ever been used 
on the road. When I phoned her up (you could actually 
get a direct line to vehicle licensing staff in those days) 
to ask why road use was relevant she changed tack 
and insisted the bike couldn't be genuine because she 
'knew' that Greeves had changed from 250cc to 350cc 
engines by that time. My assertion that Villiers- engined 
Greeves triallers always had 197cc or 246cc engines, 
and that she was probably thinking of the 324cc option 
on the roadster didn't seem to help the situation, and 
the conversation ended somewhat acrimoniously. The 
upshot was that I applied to another LVLO with more 
enlightened staff, and obtained the desired registration 
number without any problem. 

Now, of course, the local offices have all been closed in 
the interests of economy, and with everything conducted 
from DVLA Swansea's mainframe computer such simple 
solutions are no longer possible. 

I recently visited a car and motorcycle museum where 
I saw a Ford Capri (the original coupe, not the Bodie and 
Doyle-style sports car) which had been immaculately 
converted into an open-top tourer. The proprietor 
ruefully told me that the chap who had converted it was 
honest - or rash - enough to tell Swansea what he'd done, 
and had been rewarded with the information that the 
changes disqualified it from being given an age-related 
registration unless it was subjected to an expensive 
Single-Vehicle or Type-Approval Assessment. He was, 
however, advised not to submit his car for assessment as 
it was bound to fail because of the safety threat posed by 
the slightly protruding door handles and rear wing fins, 
even though they were both original features! As a result 
the car has never been on the road, and untold money 
and effort has only resulted in a museum curio. 

Sadly, it's not an isolated case. An equally honest and 
trusting friend bought a Lambretta from his neighbour. 
Noticing that the frame number didn't tally with the one 
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recorded in the V5 he phoned Swansea for advice and 
was told to send the document in with the correction 
and everything would be sorted out. Unfortunately, the 
DVLA's idea of 'sorting things out' started by demanding 
import details, seemingly not realising these would be 
unavailable for a machine which had been in the UK for 
50 -plus years. Instead of accepting this fact (which could 
surely have been confirmed by its own records) staff then 
assumed that the scooter was a special, and offered to 
issue it with a 'Q plate' provided they were supplied with 
details of the donor machines used in its construction. 

In vain my pal told them his neighbour had owned the 
Lambretta since nearly new and that it had never had a 
frame change, information that the neighbour confirmed 
in writing. Swansea's jobsworths even remained 
unmoved when respected vehicle historian and Old Bike 
Mart contributor Mike Worthington-Williams suggested 
all the dating and historical evidence indicated that the 
dealer who'd performed the original registration had 
simply read the number off the wrong scooter. 

Several more letters and forms flew back and forth 
before my disgusted and dispirited friend sold the 
Lambretta to an enthusiast who decided to ignore 
all this nonsense and simply apply for an age-related 
registration. No chance. Everything was now on the 
computer and the whole saga began all over again. 

Another year down the line a resolution of sorts 
seems to be in sight, but I bet you won't guess what it 
is. Unbelievably, the new owner has been instructed 
to obliterate the frame number which has been on the 
scooter for more than half a century, and replace it with a 
new and entirely meaningless designation devised by the 
DVLA itself! Naturally this means the dating certificate 
based on the original frame number has become 
unusable, so the relevant club is now faced with issuing a 
new one using the very evidence the licensing authorities 
refused to accept in the first place! 

Hopefully the scooter will eventually get an age-related 
number and be put back on the road. But isn't it a shame 
that petty bureaucracy has caused so much aggravation, 
and achieved nothing more than the loss of a small but 
significant nugget of automotive history? 


^^Simple solutions are 
no longer possible,’’ 
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BSA War OepartmenI M20 & M21. BSA B31 & B33. 
Norton singles and twins. 

Ariel War Department 350 wng. Amal & Lucas 
125/127 FALCON ROAO, BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE 

Tel: 028 7228 1714 Fax: 020 7924 4273 

E-mail: russellmotors® btconnect.com 
www.fussellmotorsxo.uk 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 



Ball & Roller Bearings 

Ohsoi^ie bearings supplied^ rreanditioned or trmniifactvrvd 
17 Slwtto DiK| HaltrsMc L«uft BurtofHm-Trent DEN ilA'Q * 0128.1 5085AI 
vliitaKebearifig@‘aaJ,i?ci^^ * www,viRtnB^bear{iie^,CQ,uk 


THE VINTAGE BEARINC; COMPANY 


www.drclassic.co.uk 


(Burton-upon-Trent) Tel 01283 536379 

Range of 50-60s & 70s classics always in stock - Check out the website! 

www.drclassic.co.uk - Export no problem! 

WANTED! WANTED! Classic motorcycles always wanted! Bikes & 
collections bought outright for cash! In all conditions. Delivery and Collection Service 


D. R. Classic Motorcycles Ltd. 

VIEWING STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY! ! 


TEL 01283 536379. MOB 07889 292536. 
EMAIL richard@drclassic.co.uk 






< 5 ) 


SUFFOLK 


Afotorcycte Srake lte$torat/on Servree 


Have your old Hydraulic Brake Cylinders re-sleeved in Stainless Steel 





• Brake Master Cylinders • Brake Calipers 
• Kits, Seals and Parts • Brake Shoes Relined 
* Parts available for: • Motorcycles, Cars, Commercial Vehicles 


PAST PARTS LTD 

Unit 4 Chasa Road, Horlhatn Way Ind Eatarta, Bury Si Edmunda, Suffolk IP32 SMT 

Tel: 01284 750729 Fax: 012S4 756240 


WILTSHIRE 


Dynamos, Regulators rebuilt - guaranteed three years. ^ 

One-off components • Genuine Celluloid covering • Ball and roller bearings 
Gaskets to pattern or drawing 

D. H. Day, Aldrans, Church Hill, Wroughton, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9JR 
Tel: Swindon (01793) 812323 • Fax: (01793) 845323 
email: dhday31 @hotmail.com 
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®000 Opinion | Jerry Thurston 


Rescue me... 



Sometimes restoration is worse than no restoration at ail 


he problem with the all- 
encompassing term 'restoration' is 
that there is no standard meant or 
implied. The quality of such projects 
can vary, from the perfect show 
winner to a quick blow- over with a spray can. 

Even when a perfect job is in the offing, there are 
times when the machine in question perhaps didn't 
need any restoration at all. I am sure that through the 
medium of this column I have chelped on about the 
amazingly original AJS Big Port that demanded the 
proverbial wipe over with an oily rag but instead was to 
be subjected to a full restoration that would inevitably 
wipe out any trace of Wolverhampton. That was two 
decades ago but I still shudder at what I considered to 
be sacrilege. 

Although, in my opinion, the restoration reduced the 
appeal of the machine, at least it didn't endanger it, that 
is to say its value wasn't affected by the work done. To 
illustrate the point, let's be silly for a moment... 

If you find a McEvoy in a garage and let the kids paint 
it up with leftover Humbrol enamel from an old Airfix 
kit, it doesn't matter. It might not look very pretty but 
the value of the machine will not be affected one jot, 
there will still be a queue of buyers with many tens of 
thousands clutched in eager hands to try and make 
it theirs. Because of its intrinsic value, it's assured 
either an incredibly sympathetic conservation job or 
a 100 point concours restoration, the cost of achieving 
either of these being a fraction of the overall value of 
the motorcycle. 

Where things start to get a little shaky is with lower 
priced projects. These, because of their relative lack 
of value, are on the cusp of being a viable proposition 
and their survival can be made or indeed broken by the 
standard of restoration. It's the emerging classics, those 
that are only just earning classic recognition, that are in 
the most parlous position. 

Take a machine which is tidy and straight, stands 
a good chance of rescue and calculate the cost of 
restoring it... the truth is that unless you are pretty 
handy in the home workshop, the cost of a restoration 
will by far outweight the finished value, indeed, because 


all the basic parts of a motorcycle are the same and 
therefore need to go through the same restoration 
processes, the cost of the rebuild will be not far different 
to that of our imaginary McEvoy. 

It's at this point where I think we stand a fairly good 
chance of losing such machines. The reality is that 
inexpensive machines will be bought by inexperienced 
restorers, which leaves us in a bit of a catch 22 situation. 
People need something to learn on and a cheap 
machine is ideal. But it's also these cheapest bikes that 
can be so easily rendered worthless by a poor job. The 
relative inexperience of a first time restorer coupled 
with the need not to spend too much can lead to 
corners being cut or the job remaining incomplete. The 
unpalatable result is that another one bites the dust. 

On the upside though, cheap usually means plentiful 
and while we shouldn't consider these neo-classics as 
disposable, it is survival of the fittest, while the rubbish 
gets binned or broken for parts and the best examples 
survive. They become a little more scarce, the prices rise 
and as soon as the prices are up, the rest are safe. 

Recently I bought an early 50cc Suzuki that had been 
subject to what might be called a 'rattle-can restoration! 
This had involved taking the poor little thing apart, 
painting the frame badly in the wrong colour, followed 
by giving the rest of the machine, chrome work included, 
a liberal dousing in bright silver paint from a spray can. 

I chose the word dousing very carefully - everything 
had been tarted-up, even the engine cases and the 
cylinder head had been flashed over. Somewhat 
ironically though, it was clear that the 'restorer' had 
spent quite some time doing this as the bike had 
been taken apart to do the job and the sheaf of recent 
bills that came with the little wonder showed several 
hundred pounds to have been spent on the project. 

The fate of this machine was set when it fell into the 
hands of a classic-friendly breaker. He told me that what 
saved the Suzuki was down to a combination of factors. 
Eirstly, it being in one piece, secondly it was running, 
thirdly that under the grim paint it was original... and 
lastly (and probably the main reason) he considered 
the demand for second-hand parts for these to be very 
low! Whatever the real reason was. I'm glad it did crop 
up for sale. I've got a great little winter project, although 
I know that I am going to spend at least what the bike 
is worth and probably more on the job. More to the 
point, my son is looking forward to riding his first 
classic motorcycle in the spring of 2016. What better 
motivation is there to get the restoration done and to do 
it well? 


^‘Things start to get a little shaky 
with lower priced projects,’’ 



Jerry Thurston 
bought his first 
vintage motorcycie 
when he was 17. 

For a time he 
was The Classic 
Motorcycle 
advertising manager. 
Now 30 years on 
from buying his 
first oid bike, Jerry 
stiii owns and 
ioves them and is 
especiaiiy fond of 
fast, noisy 
fiat-trackers. 
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Geoffrey Myers' Classic 
Motorcycles 

To view my range of spares for 
Norton Commandos 
N15's&Pirs 
Dominators & Singles 
visit my online shop 

www.g mcmcxo.u k 

Offficiai dealer for Genuine Norton 
parts manufactured by Andover Norton 


online shop: www.gmcmc.co.uk 
PO Box 295 

Bexhill on Sea, East Sussex TN40 9HD 
Tel: 01424-214074 





462264 


8 & 9 Station Road, ColeshMI 
BrrmihQham, B46 1HT 
small: lrifo@osrttral^wli*sl>co.uk 
wsb: WWW. central -wheel xo.uk 


mm 






£y repeal largest supplier of molorcyde 
i^heel components, with over 
20,000 rims end t mllUon spokes 
end nipples In stock. CWCs in house 
ibiett end powder coating" facility tan 
handle all your frame and wheel 
raquiremants. 


Our tyre diviiiori enebies us to supply you s 
dOfiiplete wheel essembly. 



PROFESSIONAL MOTORCYCLE SERVICE 

Fully Insured with especially adapted vehicle 

PRICES START AT £80 FOR THE 
FIRST too MILES 

All distances and loads can be negotiated 

We Transport them all 
A service for the enthusiasts 
by the enthusiast 


DP MOTORCYCLE MOVERS 
www.dpniotorcyciemovers.com 
07456 046807 / 07921 837279 






Used Royal Enflelds 


Model G 1948 
£29S0 


Interceptor Mki 
1964/5 £5000 


Trailblazer 1957 

£3250 


Bullet 350 2007 

£1995 


Thunderbird 2004 
Un^used! £1200 


Bullet 350 1956 
£lBOO 


5TOCX 


always CHANGINCI-MAMY MORt UStD 


RIMS AVaIiABIE ,<OW!-i*<Mi. for UmoM ; 


Bullet 350 1962 
£2500 


Bullet 350 1977 
£1250 


Bullet 500 1965 
£1650 


Model G 1946 
£3000 


Bullet 500 2001 
Tiiak £2000 


Turbo Twin 1965 
£1000 


c- Hitchcocks Motorcycles 

|[ j Rosemary Court, Oldwich Lane West, Chadwick End^ Solihull, B93 OEY 

www.hitchcocksmotorcycles com email: info@hitchcocksmotorcycles.com 
Phone 01564 783 192 Fax 01564 783 313 Opening times: Monday— Friday 9am“6pm 


mall order c^f fast despatch friendly service cas expea advice 
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Classic choice | Options 


Marque of 
distinction 

Words: JERRY THURSTON 


MONTESA 


Formed in 1944, the once proudly Spanish company of 
Montesa is now a subsidiary of the Honda Corporation. 

Montesa is prohahly best known for its off-road 
machines, producing off-the-shelf bikes which once held 
sway in the competitive world of both scrambling and trials. 
Montesa made some decent roadsters too, including the 
Impala Sport, the engine of which was the first Montesa to 
use the unit construction motor that later featured at the 
heart of the competition machines. 


Considering that Montesa built such successful 
scrambles machines, it follows that it should have 
also made a well-regarded road bike too. 

The mid-to-late 1960s Impala was just such a 
machine - striking looking, usually with a bright 
red over silver (or white) colour scheme. As might 
be suspected they went well and the handling was 
excellent. They could be bought as either 175cc or 
250cc variants, both looking remarkably similar. 

What to pay? 

The 250cc Sport version is the one to have, but the 175 
might have to do if you canT find one. We spotted a 
175 (apparently not a Sport) for sale in Spain at the 
equivalent of £3600 but were unable to locate a 250; 
if you can we suspect £4500 plus to be the mark for 
this version. 





Montesa didn't merely make the sporty stuff, for the 
home market it produced the little Brio. 

Like its bigger sibling, you can see the typical 
Montesa traits such as in the extended lower fork 
leg and the shape of the fuel tank, but there the 
similarities to its bigger, later sisters ended. Plunger 
suspension, three speed gearbox and a little 125cc 
twin port motor making a modest 6.5bhp made it 
very much a child of the 1950s, which of course it was. 
About 12,000 were made, meaning they are plentiful 
in Spain but remain unusual in the UK. 

What to pay? 

There is a Brio for sale via a Spanish dealer for 
£1720, which doesn't seem to be much money when 
compared with the UK equivalent, such as a fames or 
Francis-Barnett. It's a flipping long trip with a van... 
but what superb exclusivity when you get it home! 
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Cota (trials) 



Montesa's 250cc single two-stroke Cota was built in late 1967 and 
the first models came into the UK in early 1968, Don Smith riding 
them with no little success. The model gradually evolved into the 
1970s, becoming more and more refined as a trials machine. 

For authenticity, early machines should have a white frame 
and one-piece combined glass fibre tank and seat unit - slightly 
later they changed to an alloy tank with a glass fibre cover. 

Pretty and plentiful, ideal for a first foray into classic trials 
machines. Useable as a road machine when registered but the 
high foot-pegs and low seat make them a bit uncomfortable. 

What to pay? 

Perhaps the most desirable because of its rarity (although not the 
most classic trials friendly) is the early 247 'Big Hub' - so named 
because of its road sized brakes. Later versions got far smaller 
(and lighter) stoppers, more in keeping with use in trials, and are 
plentiful. Restored machines go for circa £3000 for a restored big 
hub, £1750 or so for later model small hub variants. If you fancy a 
restoration, mid 1970s machines 'needing tidying' can be found 
for £750. 

iHHIlHH 



Micro Scooter 


Perhaps slightly unkindly, it has been said of Montesa's scooter 
(made 1959-60) that it looks like a park bench. Certainly the 
styling was 'different' but it had a period charm and is certainly 
far rarer than its Italian counterparts. The downside is the 
Micro Scooter is only 60cc - not small enough for the 'sixteener' 
market and not big enough to make any real progress. 

It remains an object of interest for the enthusiast and no 
Montesa collection would be complete without one. 

What to pay? 

We spotted one for sale (in Spain) in somewhat patinated 
condition and stated as needing restoration priced at € 3000. 

We have to ask, are they worth nearly £2300? The answer is 
that we don't know, because extensive searching failed to turn 
up another for comparison. 




Cappra (scrambler) 


Built between 1967 and 1982, Cappra was the name given 
by Montesa to all its pure off-road (motocross/scrambling) 
competition machines available as 125cc,175cc, 250cc and 
larger 360cc and 414cc capacities. 

Power output was reputed to be prodigious, sources claiming 
32bhp from the 250 and 38bhp (plus loads of torque) from the 
360 monster. As an international standard 'crosser' they weren't 
terribly successful but were usually there or thereabouts on 
the club or national scene. Many went to the USA and a desert 
version was built specifically for the US market 

What to pay? 

Unusable, unless you fancy classic scrambling, at least 
theoretically the Cappra should be cheap... but they are not, at 
least not in the USA, where we found a good number available. 

These are priced from $5000 to $10,000 (£3300 to £6600) 
according to the model designations, which are confusing to 
the uninitiated. If you find one at the 'right price' it's highly 
likely it will have been modified away from standard in 
attempts to remain competitive in its twilight years. Original 
type spares do seem freely available. 
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www.sketchbooktravels.com 


Words: RICHARD ROSENTHAL 


Your queries resolved with Richard Rosenthal 


Ihe motorcycling life of Glenn Curtiss 


Again another query on a special 
individual. In 1907, Glenn H 
Curtiss recorded the fastest 
ever speed on a motorcycle of 
136mph and also became the 
fastest man on earth driving any 
vehicle. He moved from cycle 
manufacture to aircraft, designed 
his own machines and became 
the father of the flying boat with 
his patented stepped hull design, 
which allowed the water's suction 
to be broken so the craft was able 
to leave the surface. 

In 1919, his design of the flying 
boat was used in the first ever 
crossing of the Atlantic, albeit 
in three hops. The Curtiss hull 
design principle was and still 
is used on flying boats. If you 
can unearth any more of his 
motorcycle exploits, it would 
be appreciated. 

Bob Smith; email; UK. 
Glenn Hammond Curtiss was 
born at Hammondsport, New 
York in 1878, to a seemingly well 
ojf family. Variously Curtiss was a 
ground breaker, leadingforward 
thinking designer, record breaker, 
entrepreneur and more, through 
which he became hugely wealthy. 
But tragedy and lawsuits dogged 
his life. 

During the mid 1890s, he 
started his working life as a cycle 


messenger with Western Union, 
leading to an interest in cycling. 
Soon Curtiss was racing then 
designing and building his own 
brand of cycles. As the internal 
combustion engine evolved, he 
became captivated by their 
designs and potential, leading 
him to build experimental engines 
and carburettors by 1901. The first 
carburettor allegedly employed a 
soup tin for its body. 

Pattern work and casting 
was initially undertaken by 
John Kirkham's engineering 
shop at Bath, New York. The 
advanced Curtiss designed 
engines employed ball bearings 
in place of plain bushes for the 
units' mainshaft hearings. Tn 
1 902, Curtiss began small scale 
manufacture of engines and then 
complete motorcycles under the 
Hercules brand. He raced one of 
his early models in a US Labor 
Day sporting meeting gaining 
second and third places in the 
event's two motorcycle races. Tt 
was soon pointed out to Curtiss 
the trade name Hercules had 
been previously claimed so he 
rebranded his products 'Curtiss.' 

The US mail order house 
Harry R Greer sold a number of 
motorcycle ranges, including 
Curtiss machines under the Geer 



A recreation of the Curtiss V-8, in the Curtiss Museum, 
Hammondsport, who suppiied the image. 



(Green Egg) brand. Greer also sold 
all components for buyers to build 
their own machines, including 
Curtiss engines and carburettors. 

From 1902 to 1907, Glenn 
partook in many hill climbs, 
races, sporting events and record 
breaking attempts, scoring 
many wins, places and records 
riding his own products. He 
even had the satisfaction of 
winning America's first ever 
motorcycle hill climb run by the 
New York MCC at Riverdale 
Hill. The success of Curtiss and 
his motorcycles became a thorn 
in the side of the Tndian factory, 
whose bosses were mortified to 
discover all this success came from 
nothing more than a few rooms 
and outbuildings converted 
into workshops to the rear of 
the upstart's Hammondsport 
cycle shop. 

Tt is impossible to split Glenn's 
motorcycling exploits from his 
aviation life, as the two ran hand 
in handfor some years with 
Curtiss sometimes using his V-8 
aero engines to power his record 
breaking motorcycles. 

Tn 1903, Curtiss covered 64 
miles riding a V-8 powered 
motorcycle at Yonkers, New York 
and months later in January 1904 
posted 67.3mph over 1 0 miles at 
Ormond Beach, Florida, riding 
his 695cc V-twin Curtiss. During 


visits he became enchanted by 
Florida yet at the same time also 
became captivated by aviation, 
leading to his supply of engines 
including V-8s to Tom (Thomas 
Scott) Baldwin who installed 
them in hydrogen filled airships, 
which were among the world's 
first successful examples, allowing 
Baldwin to set airship records. 

Although Curtiss never sought 
FTM ratification of his motorcycle 
record breaking arguably 
living and riding in America 
he was so far removed from the 
European based body it was of no 
consequence, and he continued 
with his motorcycle racing and 
record breaking career until 1907, 
logging 77.6mph in that year. Then, 
a little later, riding a 4410cc V-8 
aero engine powered motorcycle, 
he set a speed ofl36.36mph, 
making him the fastest man in 
the world driving any form of 
vehicle, again at Ormond Beach, 
Florida. As the run ended the 
chassis of his machine began to 
fail and no more record attempts 
were made. Tt is right to mention 
some question Glenn Curtiss' 
record braking attempts, the 
speeds set and even the machine's 
riding position, which was in fact 
lowered for the record attempts. 
However his records were and still 
are accepted by many respected 
American authorities, and one 
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Curtiss posed with a singie- 
Cyiinder racer. (Glenn Curtiss Museum). 


imagines a V-8 4-plus litre aero 
engine mounted in a lightweight 
motorcycle frame should make the 
plot shift... 

Record breaking and aircraft 
development work apart, Mr 
Curtiss oversaw the design, 
development and manufacture 
of his motorcycle range, which 
were marketed under the 
Hercules, Curtiss, Marvel, Greer 
and possibly other brands. As 
well as typically American styled 
V-twins, he produced distinctive 
single cylinder models, many 
with forward facing carburettors. 
Comparison of his motorcycle and 
aero engines suggests development 
of both went hand in hand. As 
detailed earlier, the Hercules 
brand was dropped in 1903 for 
Curtiss and the Marvel title began 
cl 91 0, possibly because he wanted 
to distance the Curtiss brand 
from motorcycle manufacture 
as he applied it to his aero work 
but perhaps still wanted to 
manufacture motorcycles. Curtiss 
motorcycle production ended in 
1912 and it is believed the Marvel 
brand was wound up a year or 
so later. 

Aviation wise, Glenn scored 
many firsts, including the first sale 
of an aircraft in the USA, the first 
plane to take off from a runaway 
mounted on a ship in 1911 and 
months later the first aircraft to 
land on a ship mounted runway. 
Just as with motorcycling he 


piloted first Curtiss powered 
airships and then Curtiss aircraft 
to world records, race wins and 
longdistance records, including 
occasionally in Europe as well as 
the USA. 

The Curtiss empire expanded 
largely on the back of aviation 
work, leading him to form many 
business partnerships with 
individuals, companies and 
consortiums. Some went well, 
others ended in acrimony and 
litigation. At one stage cl 91 0/1 1, 
Glenn appeared to be heading for 
personal bankruptcy but such was 
his fertile mind great designs and 
developments kept flowing And 
models including the JN-4 Jenny 
two seater trainer plane for the 
US Army and the N-9 Seaplane 
for the navy certainly helped the 
Curtiss empire become one of the 
most successful in America in the 
1914-21 period. 

Due to lucrative US military 
contracts and other associated 
work, the Curtiss companies 
employed over 21,000 
workers at sites in Bujfalo and 
Hammondsport, a huge growth 
from his initial cycle shop with 
attached workshops. After the 
war, many military contracts were 
either cancelled or suspended, 
causing the Curtiss Aeroplane 
and Motor Company to undergo 
what today we'd describe as 
restructuring. In 1921, Glenn 
Curtiss cashed in his shares for a 
claimed $32,000,000 and, at 42 
years old, retired. 

Aged 19, Curtiss had married 
Lena (Pearl) Neff. The couple had 
two sons; Carlton (bl901, dl902) 
and Glenn Hammond (bl912, 
d 1969). From his motorcycle 
record breaking days Curtiss 
developed an increasing love of 
Florida and the family moved 
there after retirement. However, 
Glenn couldn't stand still. With 
another partner, he developed the 
city of Hialeah, started more than 
a dozen business, built a huge 
family mansion and continued 
designing vehicles, leisure vehicles 


and other devices. Alongside this 
he fielded a number of lawsuits 
- often from past partners or 
individuals who thought he'd 
infringed their patents licences. 
While contesting the lawsuit of 
former business partner August 
Herring in 1930, he suffered 
appendicitis and underwent 
surgery before dying. His wife 
settled with Herring out of court 
and Glenn was buried in the 
family plot at the Pleasant Valley 
Cemetery, Hammondsport. 

Since death, his huge number of 
achievements have progressively 
outweighed the fallout of his 
cut and thrust business nature 
and he's been inducted into a 
number of American Halls of 
Fame including Aviation (1964), 
Motor sports (1990), Motorcycle 
(1998) and Inventors (2003). 

The Smithsonian National Air 
and Space Museum, Washington 
USA has a large collection 
of Glenn Curtiss documents, 
patent applications, and 
exhibits including the 1907 
record breaking V-8 Curtiss 
motorcycle, aero engines, awards, 
photographs and a JN-4 Jenny. 
After years of neglect, his Miami 
mansion, variously named 
Miami Springs Villas House, 

Glenn Curtiss House, MSTR No 2 
and other titles, is now in public 
ownership and has undergone 
a $4.5 million renovation. Other 
museums hold Curtiss material 
and there is a Glenn Curtiss 
museum at Hammondsport. 

There is so much more to the 



Contemporary portra i t of the 

man himseif, at Reims. 

(Glenn Curtiss Museum). 


Glenn Curtiss story, but these 
features are finite. However, 
we can reflect on how much 
this American designer and 
entrepreneur packed into his 
allotted half century. 

The author Stephen Wright (d 
2014) rounded off his words on 
Curtiss motorcycles in his super 
book The American Motorcycles 
1869-1914 with a quote from 
the Motor Cycling magazine, 
November 24, 1913. As a current 
motorcycling magazine it is fitting 
TCM does the same. 

For Sale - Owing to the rapid 
increase in our aeronautical 
business, which requires our entire 
room and attention, we offer for 
immediate sale our complete stock 
of motorcycle parts, including 
designs. Jigs, tools, goodwill 
etc - The Curtiss Motorcycle Co., 
Hammondsport, New York.' 


V-twin Curtiss 
motorcycie. 





LEADERS IN CLASSIC LUBRICATION 

Castroi XL30, XXL40, GP50, XL20w/50 
Castroi R, M pius aii originai Gear Oiis. 
Vaivemaster & Vaivemaster Pius Octane. 

One iitre, Gaiion, Home Workshop Drum sizes. 
Free UK mainiand deiivery offers. 
www.castrolclassicoils.co.uk 
Castroi Classic Oils Tel: 01954 231668 
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Pre-ignition problems 


* Email conversation with 
Adrian has confirmed the latter 
a local engine machining and came was the problem and 
building shop to have wired now with locked-in inserts the 

insert removes and a locked-in Bonneville engine stops when the 
insert fitted. ignition is switched ojf. 


When hot, my 1965 Triumph 
Bonneville continues firing on 
one cylinder after switching off 
the ignition. It doesn't run well 
hut it does keep running and 
the only way to stop it is to turn 
off the fuel or stall the engine. I 
don't believe it is ignition as I've 
checked and with the switch off 
the plugs don't spark. This never 
happens when the engine has 
done less than five -seven miles. 

Adrian Else, email 
Two likely causes spring to 
mind. Either the engine is in 
need of a decoke and there is 
such a build up of carbon in 
the errant cylinder it is picking 
up combustion heat to a point 


it is glowing red 
switch ojf the igm 
carbon continues 
the fuel mix. Altei 
your Bonneville 
may have a wire 
insert, probably 
after original sparl 
plug thread strip] 
in aluminium alii 
cylinder head. In 
fitting and remoi 
plugs, the wire 
inserts occasiona 
works progressively 
the combustion c 


uch 


lly 


ymto 


hamber 


qnd when you 
tion, the hot 
to ignite 
natively, 
^ngine 
thread 
tted 
k 

fied 

oy 

use 


and will again p ipk up heat 
glow red and ignite the fuel mix. 
The solution is to take head to 



Konig 

I've heard of Konig powered 
racing sidecar outfits driven 
hy Gerry Boret and I think 
a German world champion 
and possibly others, but now 
I've heard Konig solo racing 
motorcycle were built. Is 
this correct? 

Andy Hampson, email, 
Spain. 

Yes Andy and, in fact, the first 
Konig racers were solo machines. 
As many may well be aware, 
the Konig unit was a compact 
water-cooled fiat four cylinder 
two-stroke engine manufactured 
for boat outboard motor 
applications and two main 
problems faced Konig and later 
others in developing this and 
rival boat engines for motorcycle 


racing; mounting in solo frames 
and cooling. With a sea or river 
full of water, cooling is easy in 
boat usage, but in motorcycle 
frames it was discovered 
radiators needed to be quite 
large to dissipate the engines' 
heat successfully and of course 
the system had to be pumped. 

Despite these problems. Dieter 
Konig built a solo Konig racing 
motorcycle for Rolf Braun in 
1969. However, it was the likes of 
Australian rider Johnny Dodds 
and New Zealand engineer Kim 
Newcombe who really furthered 
the project. 

Like the accompanying 
Curtiss feature, the Konig story 
deserves far more space than 
this brief response. However, 


with development and racing 
experience the project began to 
prove itself with Dodds often 
as development rider, but its 
was Newcombe who gave 
the solo machine its finest 
hour, winning the Yugoslav 
500cc GP at Opatoja on June 

17. 1973. Tragically, Kim was 
killed at Silverstone on August 

12. 1973. Despite this, Newcombe 
posthumously finished second 

to Phil Read (MVAgusta) in the 
year's title chase with Giacomo 
Agostini (MVAgusta) third. 

Apart from the 500cc 
unit, other capacities were 
built including 680cc version 
developed for sidecar racing 
along with a 500cc version for 
the three wheeled boys. Radiator 
and mounting problems were 
less with the sidecar outfits and 


a number of riders including the 
Boret Brothers (Gerry and Nick), 
Rolf Steinhausen, Jejf Cawley, 
Werner Schwarzel (1982 World 
Champion, Seymax-Yamaha) 
and others used Konig power 
in the mid 1970s. Not only were 
the Konig engines affordable, 
but spares were plentiful unlike 
the situation for the ageing ohc 
BMW units many leading GP 
charioteers still used. And it was 
Rolf Steinhausen passengered 
by Josef Huber who led the way 
taking the 1975 and 1976 Sidecar 
GP World Championships, 
winning the sidecar TT both 
years with Busch-Konigs. 

Caption: Kim Newcombe 
and the Konig in the pits and 
in action, both in 1973, the year 
of the Kiwi's tragic accident at 
Silverstone. 
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Call: 01507 529529 


Step back in time 
with the wonderfully 
nostalgic 2016 
^ calendar from 

^ -r The Classic MotorCycle 
magazine. 

^ ■ See timeless classics 

■r of days gone by and 
reminisce as the 12 
specially selected black 
jKq- and white images 
P" 1 (with full captions and 
I descriptions) evoke 

memories of the good 
old days. 

{ Each calendar comes 
J with a backing board 
and envelope should 
you wish to pass it on as 
^ ; a gift to someone - 
1 special. This high 
I quality product features 
a month per page 
^ calendar view and space 
for daily appointments. 
It is also spiral bound 
with a metal hanging 


bar for easy 
display. 

A perfect 
treat as we 
head into the 
new year or an 
excellent 
Christmas gift for 
friends and family, The 
Classic MotorCycle 2016 
calendar is on sale now. 


ORDER 


yours 


TODAY! 


k 



Visit: www.classlcmagazlnes.co.uk 


WORDS: ALAN TURNER 


Restoration guide | Expert advice 


Welbike and Corgi 

THE SPECIALIST 

Peter Miller has long been enthusiastic about the wartime 
Welbike and postwar Corgi scooters. However, information 
(and inevitably some mis-information) was rather 
fragmented, so Peter researched and wrote. From Welbike 
to Corgi; now regarded as the definitive history of how the 
bikes were built, developed and used. He readily agreed to 
help compile this restoration guide. 

MODEL HISTORY 

The creation of the Welbike was part of a programme of 
secret weapons and military development in the early part 
of the Second World War. At the instigation of Lt Col John 
Dolphin, it was created, with other devices, at The Frythe, 
a military establishment at Welwyn, Hertfordshire (thus 
Wel-bike). Design was credited to Harry Lester and Ken 
Taylor, who were charged with creating a bike that had to fit 
into a 15in diameter parachute-drop cylinder. The objective 
was achieved with some inspired features. Excelsior, in 
Birmingham, was chosen to manufacture the Welbike. 

While legend would have it that no paratrooper ever left 
a plane without his Welbike, the reality was that almost 
the entire production was used for far more mundane 
tasks such as transport around large military sites. At the 
end of the war, a batch of surplus Welbikes was sold by 
the government, receiving badly needed dollars from 
an exporter. 

Postwar, John Dolphin was responsible for the redesign 
of the Welbike, launched as the Corgi, and powered by an 
Excelsior Spryt engine. Brockhouse, in Lancashire, was 
licensed to make the bike and its powerplant. The redesign 
included the addition of a second brake and a generator to 
power lights. However, the Corgi still folded down for easy 
transport and storage. Basic, but economical, the model 
appealed to overseas markets and the factory received 
some impressive orders. The bike was only released to the 
home market in 1948. Aston Brothers then pushed Corgi 
development, offering aftermarket conversions to telescopic 
front forks and two -speed gearboxes, modifications the 
factory adopted for the Mk.3. This short-lived model was 
superseded by the Mk.4, which saw minor alterations as 
the Series 2 until production ceased in 1954, by which time 
more than 24,000 Corgis had been made. Some were even 
used with small box, or banking, sidecars! 



. =<EII^= 

Engine 

The Welbike was powered 
by a two-stroke Villiers 
Junior de Luxe engine 
with SOxSOmm bore and 
stroke for 98cc. The unit 
was a popular choice for 
autocycles of the time, 
including Excelsior's 
own Autobyk of 1937. 
The overhung crank was 
supported by ball main 
bearings with a roller 
big end. There were four 
transfer and two exhaust 
ports. However, for military 
use, the engine was 


assembled with greater 
clearances, so it could 
be immediately ridden 
flat-out if required. Villiers 
fitted a cast-alloy exhaust 
as standard, but drop 
cylinder space restrictions 
dictated that the Welbike 
had a fabricated steel item. 
Villiers also supplied the 
carburettor. Lubrication 
wasbypetroil. 

The Corgi used the 
Excelsior Spryt engine, 
of broadly similar 
specification as the Villiers' 
unit. The unit was also 
50x50mm bore and stroke. 


the steel conrod had a roller 
big end and the overhung 
crank was supported with 
a ball bearing on each 
side. Restoration of both 
types of engine should be 
straightforward as they are 
extremely simple units. 

i <IiH > ■ 

Transmission 
The transmission was 
all part of the Villiers 
Junior unit and the 
original Welbike used a 
chain primary drive to 
a two-plate clutch and 
countershaft. There was 


no kick-start, the rider 
paddled away to start 
the bike. 

The early Corgis were no 
different, but the Excelsior 
design used a single plate 
clutch, although there 
was still no kick-start. The 
Mk.2 version, introduced 
in 1948, offered a kick- 
start and a dog clutch, 
operated by a foot rest, to 
disengage the drive when 
stationary in traffic. The 
Mk.3, influenced by the 
input of Aston Brothers, 
had a two-speed Albion 
gearbox, a feature that was 


also carried over to the 
Mk.4, and included a better 
kick-start arrangement. 
Both Welbike and Corgi 
had chain final drives. 
Again, mainly standard 
components make 
restoration straightforward. 

■ 

Electrics 

The Welbike engine used 
a flywheel magneto, 
supplied as part of the 
Villiers' package. Early 
Mk.l Corgis used Miller 
electrics, which gave 
way to various types of 
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Wico-Pacy Genimags. 
Lucas lights, as commonly 
fitted to autocycles, were 
fitted to all Corgis, but 
later Mk.4 models gained 
larger Lucas lamps. Most 
parts for restoration are 
available. Flywheels can be 
remagnetised and coils can 
be rewound. 

iBB i 

Cycle parts 

The Welbike was one of the 
first British motorcycles 
to feature an all-welded 
frame. The duplex 
arrangement of 5/8in 


diameter tube connected 
headstock to rear wheel 
spindle with long loops 
either side and above and 
below the power unit. The 
handlebar assembly folded 
doAvn and was held in place 
by the saddle, supported 
by a tube that could be slid 
down, bicycle-style, into 
the frame. Small inter- 
connected pannier tanks 
had a pressurising pump 
so fuel could be fed up into 
the carburettor. 

All Welbikes had eight-inch 
diameter spoked wheels 
and folding footrests. There 


was a single four-inch 
drum brake, fitted in the 
rear wheel. This gained a 
mudguard on later models. 
The fuel tank of the Corgi is 
an instantly recognisable 
defining feature. This 
permitted gravity fuel 
feed. A front engine shield 
caused some over-heating 
problems and was soon 
dropped. Disc wheels were 
stronger than spoked items 
and became standard soon 
after production started, 
making the early spoked 
wheels a highly desirable 
feature now. 



Suspension 
Understandably, the 
military Welbike made litde 
concession to rider comfort 
with only a basic sprung 
saddle to offset the bumps. 
The Corgi had a better 
saddle, but it was some 
time into production before 
aftermarket manufacturer 
Aston offered a telescopic 
front fork conversion. 
Brockhouse finally included 
the feature as part of the 
Mk.4 specification. The 
rear wheel was rigid on 
both Welbike and Corgi. 




PRICING 

Prices fluctuate. Welbikes 
are in demand from scooter, 
motorcycle and military 
vehicle enthusiasts. Even a 
restoration project is likely 
to cost several thousand 
pounds. A new replica 
costs around £4000 and an 
original machine in sound 
condition almost twice as 
much. Military provenance 
needs careful checking, as 
the bikes are easy to fake. 

Few Corgis can claim 
illustrious use, but even 
so, one sold recently for 
more than £4000, perhaps 
an indication that prices 
could be escalating but 
more likely to reflect the 
value placed upon its 
registration number; expect 
to pay about £1500 for a 
restored example. 

IN CONCLUSION 

More than 3600 Welbikes 
were produced. An original 
Welbike cannot be legally 
used on British roads 
as it has only one brake, 
although some were still 
registered in pre-MoT days. 
The model is an interesting 
piece of military history 
and best preserved as such. 

One consolation of the 
high prices being paid is 
that replica spares are now 
available for both Welbike 
and Corgi. A restored 
Corgi is a more practical 
proposition, offering 
similar performance 
to modern restricted 
50cc machines. In good 
order, it should be able 
to exceed 30mph, but the 
manufacturers stressed that 
such speeds should not be 
maintained for any length 
of time! With an upgraded 
saddle, a reasonable ride 
is achievable and the small 
wheels make pothole 
dodging easier. 

The paratrooper's 
Welbike reputation helped 
sell Corgis, although that 
was easy enough in a 
country hungry for cheap 
transport. Nevertheless, 
one does not have to be a ^ 
monarch to own a Corgi. O 
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Farming out time 

Rebuilding engines, spoking wheels and frame work often takes 
far less time than dealing with detail tasks and minor repairs. 

Here we start tackling the New Imp’s smaller, fiddly jobs. 

Words and photography: RICHARD ROSENTHAL 




IBB> 

The rear mudguard 
mounts to this New 
Imperial chassis at 
three points - the 
upper lug brazed to 
the saddle downtube, 
the upper rear fork 
legs cross piece and 
to the rear carrier via 
an attached bracket. 
No real drama here, 
although the carrier 
bracket was bent 
and needed some 
re-shaping to mate it 
to its fastener holes 
in the mudguard. 
Some heat with a gas 
torch was applied 
to this bracket to 
remove the stress. 
Without, it will ping 
back to its old shape 
on releasing its 
mudguard located 
fasteners. 


IS@I 

Often, original 
mudguards gain extra 
holes, as here. There 
is also wear damage 
caused by a slack 
final drive chain to the 
front of the pressing, 
despite being relieved 
to clear the chain 
and some splitting 
radiating from one of 
the carrier bracket 
fastening holes 
(hidden in this picture). 
To assist his work, 

Fred asks us to mark 
up each repair site. 

i m^ 

The New Imp’s 
original rear number 
plate is both riddled 
with holes and split. 
Arguably it could be 
repaired, but past 
experience informs 
it will be difficult to 
restore the number 
plate’s original flat 
surface on which the 
registration digits 
will be applied. The 
accompanying new 
pressing is near to 
the original with 
the exception of 
the reflector mount, 
hence the need to 
weld over both lower 
holes in the rear 
mudguard, as one 
of these must have 
served a long lost 
reflector. 


IBBI 

Other than damage to 
the number plate 
illumination clear panel, 
the original Lucas 
MTllO rear light is in 
good condition. But as 
originally mounted to 
the number plate panel, 
it pointed downwards. 
To illuminate more of 
the plate, the light will 
be repositioned. In a 
perfect world we’d have 
a sheet steel hole 
cutter... 

ipBi 

The light mounts 
through the number 
plate and as the New 
Imp has a two letter, 
four digit registration, 
we have siting leeway. 
Once the position of 
the light is confirmed, 
its prospective hole 
was centre punched 
and the opening 
scribed from this with 
a compass. The entire 
radius of the hole was 
close drilled with a 
small 6mm twist drill, 
just within the hole’s 
scribed circumference. 


o matter how many motorcycle 
restorations we Ve completed 
and skills we have acquired, 
there are always gaps in our 
abilities. 

The brazing department of my skill set is sound, but 
the welding shop comes in the 'strong' rather than 
'neat' category. While the 'bird dropping' welds are 
a thing of the past, for me this is a skill best confined 
to thicker gauge steels and certainly not the rear 
mudguard of this New Imperial. Equally, a new 
inlet stub needs making and fitting to a replacement 
cylinder head. Both jobs will be handed on, to Fred 
and Chris respectively. 

Before the jobs are passed on, there's much to do, 
including offering the mudguard to the chassis, 
finding fasteners and stripping the cylinder head. 
Alongside this, work on the headlight and its fitments, 
which all need attention, is started. Often this fiddlier 
work is a series of forward (and some backward) steps, 
but, ultimately, it's satisfying to watch a motorcycle 
grow. On the down side, it is becoming heavier to 
carry outside for the photography for this series! 
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The bridges between 
holes were cut with 
a fine point pair of 
cutters to free centre. 
Tin snips serve 
well, but these old 
electrical wire cutters 
also suit. With the 
centre removed, the 
hole was filed to shape 
and then, using the 
rear lamp, its fixing 
holes were marked. 
The Lucas light’s clear 
panel was positioned 
to best illuminate 
the machine’s rear 
registration mark. 
Once satisfied, the 
MTllO’s three fixing 
holes were marked, 
centre punched and 
drilled to suit. 

iBE)> 

Job finished, the light 
is again positioned 
to check fit as any 
alterations need 
making at this stage. 
The plan was to 
cut - with the old 
pressing fitted to 
the mudguard - the 
number plate section 
from its mounting 
brackets. Offer up and 
weld new plate into 
place on the brackets 
to ensure the perfect 
stress free fit. Fred 
completed the entire 
job in double quick 
time and I’m delighted 
with the finished task. 




l iBl 

The cylinder head 
fitted to the machine 
appears a mismatch 
with the horizontal 
mixing chamber 
Amal carburettor 
accompanying it, as 
this type with larger 
induction casting was 
usually appropriate to 
machines fitted with 
the familiar upright 
type Amal instrument, 
though the horizontal 
one would fit fine. 

Also, its rocker box 
mountings were 
badly damaged and 
although part repaired, 
the work needed 
repeating. 
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■ iBii 

Life long New Imperial 
enthusiast Aled 
Williams (e-mail: 
sheilaandaledwilliams@ 
hotmail.co.uk) supplied 
this cylinder head 
from his and his 
son’s spares stock, 
which is appropriate 
for the horizontal 
mixing chamber Amal 
carburettor. A quick 
glance confirmed it in 
overall sound condition 
and the proud siting of 
the valves implied there 
was little valve seat 
recession. But (there 
is always a but...) the 
inlet stub carburettor 
mounting had been 
broken off decades ago. 
Another friend, Chris, an 
ever inventive engineer, 
now has the job in hand 
of restoring the inlet 
stub. 

iiB> 

The valves complete 
with springs, collets 
and collars were rusted 
solid to the cylinder 
head. They resisted 
all approaches to 
remove them using 
conventional valve 
spring compressing 
tools. Never before had 
we been stumped like 
this, then son Peter 
thought of the solution. 
Using two sockets, the 
head was balanced 
squarely by its valve 
spring collar on one 
upturned socket while 
a second socket was 
placed on the valve 
head. By sandwiching 
the sockets in the 
press and applying 
pressure, the springs 
compressed and 
the collets dropped 
free, captured by the 
inverted socket below 
the valve cap. 

With the valves 
removed, the cylinder 
head was again 
appraised and although 
looking rusty it 
exhibits little sign of 
wear or abuse, other 
than the missing inlet 
stub. Having been 
involved with unit 
contraction 250cc 
New Imperials for 30 
years, one accepts the 
relative size of their 
components. But when 
Chris first looked at 
the cylinder head he 
was about to repair he 
was instantly struck by 
its tiny size. It makes 
one realise how small 
some 1930s 250cc 
ohv machines are, an 
appealing feature to 
me but. I’m sure, not to 
everyone’s taste. 
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With technology 
more appropriate to a 
cheap self assembly 
metal shelving unit, 
these bent strips 
really do form the 
headlight mounting 
brackets for these 
pressed steel Webb 
front forks fitted 
to the 1933 New 
Imperial Model 30. 
Even worse (or should 
that be better?) the 
bent steel strips 
mount to the reverse 
side of the cast 
fork cross members 
using bolts screwed 
through the castings 
to accommodate the 
mountings strips and 
their securing nuts. 

—*m— 

Though in sound 
condition, the 
headlight shell 
sported a sizeable 
dent and must at one 
time have been stored 
under a garage/shed 
shelf supporting an 
upturned tub of glue, 
which dripped onto 
the headlight, hence 
the illustrated errant 
label stuck to it! With 
shells fabricated 
in steel it is easy 
for a skilled blaster 
to clean the item 
without damage, but 
thin soft brass shells 
will suffer if shot or 
grit blasted, so they 
will be cleaned with 
paint stripper in due 
course. 





I IBI 

Using panel beating 
hammers and dollies, 
the dent was gently 
teased (to avoid 
splitting the fragile 
metal) from the brass 
shell. Brass hardens 
both with age and 
panel beating, but 
luckily the brass of 
this shell remained 
soft. And the panel 
beating process 
removed a small area 
of paint with added 
glue! The illustrated 
accompanying 
bracket fits through 
the visible slot in the 
shell and, with its 
mating fastener, will 
secure the headlight 
rim/reflector/glass 
assembly. 


With the headlamp 
rim fastener in the 
headlamp shell, next 
the ignition switch 
and warning lights 
were stripped, cleaned, 
reassembled and 
electrically tested prior 
to re-fitting to the shell. 
Why New Imperial fitted 
an ignition warning 
light to a machine 
sporting an ammeter 
is anyone’s guess, and 
I’ve always ignored the 
one fitted to my Model 
30, preferring to rely on 
the ammeter. 

The illustrated 
ammeter accompanied 
the machine when the 
project was bought. 

It works, but the 
chrome bezel is beyond 
restoration. The easy 
option is to fit a new 
ammeter, but I prefer 
the face on this one 
to that of replicas. 

The current plan is 
to cannibalise a new 
ammeter for its bezel, 
but that plan may yet 
change. For this stage 
of the dry build, this old 
unit was returned to 
the headlight. 
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While the headlight 
reflector is an originai 
in need of re-siivering, 
the giass has been 
fashioned during the 
machine’s working 
iife from a sheet of 
appropriate giass. It is 
marginaiiy undersize 
but with carefui 
positioning before 
ciipping with the 
refiector to the rim, it 
iooks sound. The trick 
on assembiy wiii be to 
stick the cork giass to 
refiector seai to both 
surfaces with instant 
giue to stop the piot 
siipping on assembiy 
to rim. Aii possibie 
in this case, as the 
buib inserts into the 
refiector from the back. 






Originaiiy, the 
combined headiight 
and parking iight 
buib hoider fastened 
to the two brass 
hexagon turrets 
protruding from the 
headiight switch with 
finger nuts. It will be 
desirable to repeat 
this design, but the 
switch’s Bakeriite 
type upper body is 
badiy damaged. Since 
such switches are as 
common as rocking 
horse manure, the 
current thinking is 
to rob one or both 
of NOS switches 
iiiustrated here for 
some of their piastic 
parts and bond the 
iot together. Uniess 
of course you just 
happen to have an 
appropriate sound 
switch gathering dust 
on a workshop sheif?! 

laii 

Once the buib 
hoider and switch 
are assembied, the 
structure secures 
to the headiight 
sheii via the switch. 

On refitting the 
headiight rim and 
refiector assembiy, 
the buibs wiii site as 
demonstrated here. 

‘ 

The eagie eyed 
among you wiii notice 
the shunt fitted to 
the switch - this 
is required when 
operating a pre 
1936 Lucas three 
brush dynamo set-up. 
However, in this case 
the dynamo wiii be 
rewound to the iater 
two brush system. 
Controi and cut-out 
can then be effected 
by either a CVC unit or 
a modern repiacement 
and the obsoiete shunt 
removed - exactiy the 
set-up run at present 
on the 1n house’ 

Modei 30. Such New 
Imperiais require 
a sound battery 
charging system as 
with rare exception 
they reiy on battery 
and coii for ignition. 
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Trading place 


Upload your free advert today - www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk 



IS THE BEST PLACE TO ADVERTISE YOUR CLASSIC BRITISH BIKES AND SPARES 


There is no other medium so effective 
as The Classic MotorCycle's trading 
place - so why not take advantage 
of them right now? Simply complete 
the form below and send it as soon as 
possible to: The Classic MotorCycle 
Trading Place, PO Box 99, Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire LN9 6LZ 

It is our policy at The Classic MotorCycle 
not to accept private adverts from 
traders. If, whilst looking for a bike 
in TCM, you experience a trader 
advertising as a private seller, please 
call us on 01507 529529 and we will take 
appropriate action. 

Advertisements can be accepted on this 
form, photocopy, email or internet. 


If you are a trader, give our 
advertising department a 
call on 01507 524004 for our 
latest display ad rates. 


advertisers 


Terms and conditions for private 

1 . The advert copy provided by the customer 
must be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the code of the Advertising 
Standards Authority (www.asa.org.uk). 

The Classic MotorCycle may amend the 
advertisement to ensure compliance with 
these requirements. 

2. The Classic MotorCycle is not able to verify 


the truthfulness of any statements made by a 
customer in the advert copy. Accordingly, the 
customer will be responsible for any losses, 
expenses or other costs incurred by The Classic 
MotorCycle which are caused by an untrue 
statement made deliberately. 

3. In order to meet its production and other 
editorial requirements. The Classic MotorCycle 


reserves the right to re-classify, edit the copy or 
alter the size or colouring of any advert. 

4. Photo adverts are only available in the Trading 
Place section. We are happy to accept reader 
adverts for Autojumble, but these will appear 
without photographs. 

5. Whilst every effort is made to include your 
free advert correctly, due to the large volume 


of adverts we receive, we are unable to take 
telephone calls should an error occur. You are 
welcome to resubmit your corrected advert for 
inclusion in the next available issue. 

6. We can only accept one photograph 
per coupon. 

7. Please enclose a stamped address envelope if 
you would like your photograph to be returned. 



AU private adverts are FREE! 

•^Upload your advert at www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk 
^Post the coupon below or fax to 01507 371064 
^We cannot accept Reader Adverts over the phone 


The Classic MotorCycle Reader Adverts 
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Price 























On occasions Mortons Media Group, publisher of The Classic MotorCycle, shares selected information with its sister companies 
within the Mortons Group of Companies and with other reputable companies, who may contact you about products and services 
that may be of interest to you. If you DO NOT wish to have the details given here passed on, please tick this box □ 


Choose a section 

□ For sale □ Miscellaneous 

□ Wanted 1_ Picture enclosed 

n Spares 

Name: 

Address: 


Area/ County: 


Telephone: 


Email: 

*Not published 

Signature: 

1 confirm that 1 am not a dealer 

Date: 


MONTH 

CODE 
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BOOK YOUR AD NOW! onUne www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 95 email freeads@classicmotorcycle.co.uk 




AJS 650cc twin, Model 31, 
matching numbers, original reg 
no, old buff log book and V5C, 
docs, sweet engine, good 
original condition, £3600 Tel. 
07443 642408. West Yorks 


AJS 16MS 1956, 350cc, great 
starter, MoT last year, new 
battery at the time of MoT, good 
condition. Tel. 01485 545199. 
Norfolk 


ARIEL KH Red Hunter, twin, 
super conditon, chrome, paint 
excellent, lovely engine, poss p/x 
650 twin, £4500 ono Tel. 01624 
878358. 


ARIEL LEADER 1964, total 
restoration, MoT Feb 2016, fully 
running engine, rebuilt, repainted, 
lots of new parts, £2500 Tel. 
07785 54571 1 . West Sussex 


ARIEL LEADER 1965, minor 
project now, tinware removed, 
was running ok prior to 
dismantling, ring for details if 
required, screen has damage to 
corner, £1 950 Tel. 07940 472406. 
Bucks 



ARIEL LEADER 1959, 250cc, all 
extras, transferable number plate, 
engine recently rebuilt, good 
condition, £3850 ono Tel. 01726 
75743. Cornwall 



BSA B40 SS90, 1962, rare, 
electronic ignition, new battery, 
new tyrs, MoT Aug 2016, vgc, 
£2750 ono Tel. 01299 270743; 
07866 936363. Worcs 



BSA FIREBIRD 1970, matching 
nos, 9868 miles since restoration, 
vgc, new carbs, tyres, £5250 Tel. 
01322 272940. Kent 



BIMOTA DB2SR 1995, Martini 
racing colours, 904cc, 5695 
miles, MoT August 201 6, original 
SS cylinder studs replaced with 
HTS, vgc, £9850 or reasonable 
offer Tel. 07763 012780; 01425 
478045. Hampshire 



Deluxe, perfect restoration 
project, £300 spent on engine 
rebuild with new cylinder, bike 
complete except battery & tool kit, 
£650 ovno Tel. 01260 227247; 
07860 554663. Cheshire 



BSA GOLD STAR 1958, DBD 
500 Clubmans, matching 
numbers, buff log book, 100 
percent rebuild, £25,000 Tel. 
01376 325288; 07759 334885. 
Essex 



BMW R100RT 28,000 miles, full 
luggage, full MoT, excellent 
condition. Tel. 01923 461289. 
Hertfordshire 
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BSA M21 outfit with Busmar 
sidecar, 1959, original condition, 
all complete, sidecar brake, large 
boot & sunroof, used daily, 
£8000 Tel. 01903 505578. West 
Sussex 



BSA A10 Golden Flash, 1959, 
twin leading shoe FB, rebuilt 
engine, brand new clutch, vgc, 
alloy rims, 12 volt elec, all paper 
work, very smooth runner, £6000 
ono Tel. 01217 484225; 07811 
247279. West Midlands 



BSA D14 BANTAM 8500 miles, 
MoT, V5, ride or show, colour 
black, could deliver at cost, 
£1850 Tel. 07925 896698. 
Cheshire 



BSA ROCKET GOLD STAR 

Star, 1963, RRT2 gearbox, 
correct engine, frame and reg 
nos, full history, bills, MoTs, 
original buff log book, mint 
example, £19,500 Tel. 01932 
231615; 07789 230684. Surrey 



BSA A7SS 1958, 500cc, twin, 
green, black, show condition, 
V5C, £4950 Tel. 01672 513827. 
Wilts 



BSA DB32 1959/60, Gold Star, 
OEM Clubmans trim, with all GS 
equipment, five road miles, one 
registered owner, matching 
frame/engine numbers, £18,500 
Tel. 02380 261852. Hampshire 



BUSMAR ASTRAL double adult 
sidecar, chassis restored & 
brand new replica body built in 
2008, new upholstery & sunroof, 
all faithful to original design, 
£3200 ono Tel. 01626 852707. 
Devon 



CONDOR A580 1953, nice 
original, ex Swiss military bike, 
high & low ratio gearbox, correct 
leather panniers etc, history & 
V5C, £5500 Tel. 07798 866071. 
Middx 


COTTON TRIALS motorcycle, 
250cc, V5 registered for road by 
Cotton, vgc, been stored in 
house last 25 years, low mileage, 
£3000 Tel. 01244 535413. 
Clwyd 


DUCATI SUPERLIGHT MKV 

1997, No 150, 17,000 miles, 2nd 
owner since 2001 , £4995 ono Tel. 
07739 175730. Cumbria 


FRANCIS-BARNETT Trials 83, 
fitted 32A, 1959, £5250 ono Tel. 
07788 925200. Hants 


FRANCIS-BARNETT Cruiser 80, 
MKII, 1960, £2350 ono Tel. 
07788 925200. Hants 



FRANCIS-BARNETT Scrambler 
250cc, 2 stroke single, road legal 
with V5, 1 958 so no MoT or tax 
needed, £1000 Tel. 01452 
524481 . Gloucestershire 



HARLEY DAVIDSON 883R 

Sportster 2004, twin discs 
Mustang saddle, wind screen, 
new Hagons and fork seals 
regular servicing, 8500 miles, 
vgc, £4200 Tel. 01278 785190. 
Somerset 



HESKETH V1000 new un- 
registered, unused, one of the last 
to come out of Easton Neston in 
1 983, true collectors motorcycle, 
possibly the only new unused one 
that exists, £30,000 Tel. 01495 
759234. Gwent 



HONDA CB650Z 1980, good 
unrestored condition, has current 
MoT, starts & runs well, Motad 
four into one exhaust, recent 
service, £1750 ono Tel. Ken 
01284 702011. Suffolk 



HONDA CB750 KZ 1979, many 
reconditioned parts, additional 
powder coated frame, wheels 
resprayed tank, panels new 
silencers pipes etc, £2500 spent 
on parts looking for, £950 ovno 
Tel. Tony 01559 363693. Wales 
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HONDA CB77 race K4 forks, 
race 350 pistons, Joy Somerton 
cam, Amal 30” MK Ns Swarbrick 
pipes, alloy rims 18” oil cooler, 
V5, £3000 Tel. 01614 432492. 
Cheshire 


HONDA CBR600F 2000, 49,800 
miles, MoT 2016, new tyres, 
reliable, fsh, £1250 Tel. 07925 
1 2861 2; 01 865 51 3531 . Oxon 


HONDA CL175 1970, electric 
and kickstart, twin carbs, very 
nice condition, runs really well, 
full MoT, new battery, £2250 Tel. 
01535 611181. West Yorks 


HONDA HORNET 600cc, very 
good condition, new battery, 
14,000 miles, Sorn, will MoT, 
garaged, last two years, reg 2001 , 
£1900 ono Tel. 01900 814767. 
Cumbria 


HONDA REPSOL reg 2013, 
110m, ABS, 250cc, still under 
manufacturer’s warranty, very 
good condition, £3100 ono Tel. 
01900 814767. Cumbria 



INDIAN 101 750cc combination, 
1928, Indian sidecar & chassis 
fitted on left hand side of the bike, 
lovely condition, £25,000 may 
split Tel. 07798 866071 . Middx 



INDIAN 741 B 1941, 600cc, 
good running order, in regular 
use and in good condition, 
£12,000 Tel. 07890 681823. 
Notts 



JAMES SUPERSWIFT rare 
1962, 250cc, only made 1962/63, 
original frame & engine numbers, 
good condition, starts & runs well, 
£2150 Tel. Malcolm 01797 
361344; 07709 658866. Kent 



KAWASAKI W650 2002, 

fantastic condition, doubt you 
would find better, needs nothing 
just tax it and go, £3250 ono Tel. 
07817 257889. Leics 



KYMCO SPACER 125 OHC, 
2,500 miles, new MoT, taxed, 
superb condition, very little use, 
£450 ono Tel. 01344 303298 
evenings. Berks 



MATCHLESS G80CS Slimline 
Featherbed frame, 1 960, motor & 
trans, Morad rims, w/stainless 
spokes. Conical hubs, $21,000, 
Tel. 406-449-6567. Email, 
montanacityl 927@yahoo.com 
USA 



NORTON COMMANDO 

Interstate, black, 1972, excellent 
condition, £6250 ono Tel. 01737 
642075. Surrey 



NORTON ES2 1952, lovely bike, 
old logbook, used regularly, 
wheels rebuilt, tank repainted, 
excellent mechanics, newish 
tyres, £4900 Tel. Brian 01162 
880266. Leics 



ROYAL ENFIELD 1946, 350SV 
sidecar fitted, would split, runs 
ok, sidecar got new tonneau 
cover & new seat, cost £700, 
£3600 Tel. 01727 822658. Herts 



MATCHLESS G80S 1955, 500 
single, beautiful condition, tax & 
mot exempt, new Avon tyres, 
rebuilt mag, needs nothing doing, 
just ride, ring for full spec. Tel. 
07805 374143. Powys 



NORTON COMMANDO 750 

Interstate 1972, rebuilt by 
engineer with all updates & 
Grimeca 4LS, on Sorn, £6995 
Tel. Cliff 07989 128136. West 
Midlands 



NORTON MODEL 50 1956, reg 
No USV 443, owned 10-years, 
stripped for restoration & lost 
interest, not a rusty wreck but 
does require full restoration, 
£950 ovno Tel. Alan 01733 
576554; 07932 655345. Cambs 



ROYAL ENFIELD Bullet 500, 
1 997, very nice condition, black & 
chrome, good runner, MoT July 
2016, £1600 ono Tel. 01216 
863275. West Mids 
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NORTON DOMINATOR 88 

1960, one owner 50 years, 
superb condition, £6500 or p/x 
for 1956 88 and/or 500T. Tel. 
01 934 852568. Somerset 



NORTON ROTARY Interpol 2, 
1986, uprated with fully rebuilt 
water cooled engine and 
gearbox, very good all round, in 
regular use, might p/x Tel. 07831 
150559. Tayside 



ROYAL ENFIELD 350cc, 2007, 
Hitcocks Alum barrel & piston, 
carb conversion, s/steel rims 
spokes lots spent on this bike, 
6550 miles, £1450 Tel. 07443 
611731. Suffolk 



MOTO GUZZI ZIGOLOS two, 
both with V5C registration 
documents, 1 1 0cc, MoT expired 
in July & incomplete, 98cc, 
£2050 ono Tel. 07840 251105. 
Lancs 



NORTON DOMINATOR 88 

1958 wideline with alternator/ 
magneto engine, recent respray 
tank, frame & mudguards, new 
s/s rims & spokes, tyres, twin 
leader front brake, vgc, £6000 
ono Tel. 01 1 62 782401 . Leics 



NSU SUPERMAX SPECIAL 

1958, 250cc, nice clean bike, 
starts & rides well, all frame & 
cylce parts recently powder- 
coated, wheels rebuilt with 
stainless spokes, £4250 may p/x 
Tel. 01328 70071 1 . Norfolk 



SCOTT 1962, 600cc, original, 
Birmingham built, engine rebuilt 
by Tim Sharp, reduction gear on 
oil pump and electronic ignition, 
MoT, £10,000 ono Tel. 07891 
119279. Devon 



NORTON ATLAS 1965, 
matching numbers, fully restored 
one previous owner, original 
mudguards & Lucas lighting, 
new chrome rims, seat & exhaust 
etc, £7500 Tel. 01544 388030. 
Herefordshire 



NORTON DOMMINATOR 650 

SS full rebuild, matching 
numbers, receipts for over £4000, 
lovely bike. Tel. 01204 791764. 
Lancs 



ROYAL ENFIELD Crusader 
Sport 250cc, original buff log 
book, reg classic, tax exempt, 
many spares including original 
front mudguard, £1800 Tel. 
01590 672518. Hampshire 



SCOTT FLYING SQUIRRE L, 

1 947, 600cc, three owners, nice 
original unrestored Shipley bike, 
in long storage so recommission 
reqd, £6950 Tel. 07887 917466. 
Shropshire 
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SEELEY TRIUMPH unique Cafe 
Racer, 1972, alloy/black Seeley 
frame & running gear, 4LS front 
brakes, Oldani alloy wheels, tank, 
etc, £13,000 Tel. 01302 537485. 
Doncaster, South Yorks 


SUZUKI BURGMAN 400 2010, 
vgc, alloy wheels, new Michelin 
tyres, 10,000 miles, MoT Sept 
2016, heated grips, service 
history, 70mpg, £2550 Tel. 
01 91 2 375555. Tyne & Wear 


SUZUKI GS1000E classic bike, 
full MoT only 18,000 miles, good 
condition, worth a look, £2250 
Tel. Pete 07702 434407. West 
Mids 


SUZUKI GSX1100 ESD, 1983, 
38,000 miles, 95% original, top 
end and cosmetic rebuilt, MoT 
needed, £1900 Tel. 07570 
819010. Wiltshire 


SUZUKI GT750J 1972, pink, 
owned 10 years, in very nice 
condition but too big for me. Tel. 
01278 732853. Devon 



SUZUKI GT250 X7, first reg 
1984, full restoration with all new 
genuine parts, owned five years, 
needs nothing, £3250 Tel. 07581 
008210. South Yorkshire 



TRIUMPH Speed Twin, 1939, all 
numbers correct inc/trans reg no, 
ready to use, lovely light & swift, 
£14,000 Tel. 07792 352423. 
West Midlands 



TRIUMPH 3TA Twenty One, 350 
twin, 1965 original frame & 
engine, ex Devon & Cornwall 
police, 12V Boyer, tis brake, 
bikini fairing, MoT, runs very well, 
£4000 ovno Tel. 01902 333558; 
07866 590918. West Mids 



TRIUMPH AMERICA 900cc, 
two years old, 63 plate, very 
good condition, 2000 miles, last 
service July 2015, £5995 Tel. 
07725 627713. Oxfordshire 



SUZUKI SP400 1982, good old 
thumper, new adjustable Hagon 
shocks, recent tyres, £1 300 Tel. 
07429 447452. Kent 



TRIUMPH 21 3TA 1958, 
matching numbers, old MoTs, 
green log book, genuine 
instruction manual No4, nearly 
new tyres, £3500 Tel. 01271 
375027. Devon 



TRIUMPH 500 1959, good 
chrome & silver paint, starts & 
runs well but not ridden for a long 
while, 1962 police engine as 
stated by TOC, £3995 Tel. 01296 
711081. Bucks 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 

America, 860cc, 2009 model 
with 9500 miles, MoT till May 
2016, accessories, vgc, very 
economical & comfortable ride, 
£4500 Tel. 07793 322049. Staffs 



SUZUKI T20 basket case, 1968, 
with half extra bike as spares, not 
running, needs work, material for 
a wonderful & fun fast classic 
motorcycle, in Denmark, £1000 
Tel. 45281 09517. Email. 

racmeister@gmail.com 
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TRIUMPH 5TA Speed Twin, had 
total nuts & bolts restoration, first 
to see will buy, £6000 Tel. Les 
01406 365209. Lines 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 900cc, 
2010, vgc, MoT May 2016, just 
serviced & ready to use, 1 1 ,200 
miles, £4100 Tel. 07505 871663; 
01328 853033. Norfolk 



SYM JOYRIDE 200 EVO 

registered 1/7/14, 1,609 kms, 
with standard and large screens, 
battery charger, remainder 3 
years warranty, condition, as 
new, £1950 Tel. 01507 442880. 
Lines 



TRIUMPH 3TA 1959, with 
Velorex sidecar, new clutch & 
drive chains, new silencers 
exhaust pipes, good tyres, 12V 
electrics, indicators, new 
carburettor, £4150 Tel. 01132 
771364. West Yorkshire 



- 

TRIUMPH 650 THUNDERBIRD 


preunit engine, almost complete, 
excellent crank, new shells, a 
nine stud set of barrels pistons & 
Bonneville cylinder head, £750 
Tel. 01544 388030. Herefordshire 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 750cc 
Cafe Racer, totally mint, ground 
up nut & bolt, restoration 
completed. Tel. 07543 007007. 
Berkshire 



TERROT TENOR 1961, OHV 
original nice bike, £1495 Tel. 
01538 753086. Stoke-on-Trent 



TRIUMPH 3TA (T21), 1962, 
completely restored 201 3, all new 
chrome, stainless steel wheels & 
spokes, new seat, exhaust pipes, 
frame powder coated, engine top 
end rebuild, £3750 ono Tel. 
01592 770723. Fife 



TRIUMPH 6T 1 959 totally rebuilt, 
engine is now Bonnie spec, 
stainless rims/spokes, hubs, 
frame, oiltank, toolbox, MoT & 
tax exempt, £5500 Tel. 01507 
441079; 07951 916818. Lines 



TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE T120R 

1968, UK style, extensive work 
done, MoT, ready to ride or show, 
£7000 Tel. 01706 852775. Grt 
Manchester 



TRIUMPH CUB TRIALS 250cc, 
bored stroked Boyer, Dellorto + 
Amal new barrel & piston, all 
usual mods, standard frame, 
rock shocks, competitive bike, 
£3700 Tel. 07718 190392. Kent 



TRIUMPH DAYTONA 1200 

needs some cosmetics but new 
MoT & recent discs, chain, 
sprockets, battery, 34,000 miles, 
rare 90’s super sports, £1850 
Tel. 01424 212534. East Sussex 



TRIUMPH DAYTONA 1200 


totally original condition, low 
mileage, immaculate unrestored, 
loads of history, runs & rides well, 
£3200 ono Tel. 01914 561652. 
Newcastle 



TRIUMPH METISSE 750cc, 5 
speed, 14,000 miles, was in 
private collection, custom made 
electric starter fitted, road 
registered independent report 
available, £7500 Tel. 07968 
549360. London 



TRIUMPH MX500 1972, 5TA 
engine, oil in frame, complete 
bike, stored for last 30 years, 
ideal restoration project, offers 
over, £2500 Tel. 07956 024349. 
West Midlands 
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Jacksons of Knebworth 

Sates, Santice & Rmpairs of alt 
ciassic, vintage & veteran rnotorc^es 



RgYAL 

£nfieu> 

SPECIALIST 


[ BIKES FOR SALE ] 


AJS 350 1962, very good condition £2495 

BSA BANTAM B175 1969, biue, excelient restored condition £1995 

BSA A7 500 SHOOTING STAR 1956, green, niceiy restored £5995 

BSA W35/7 500CC OHV 1934 handsonfie twin port single £5895 

HONDA C95 1966, biue, 150cc eiectric start, nice originai condition, 12 months MoT£2595 

DOUGLAS 1921, 2%hp good Banbury bike £6995 

EXCELSIOR TALISMAN TWIN 1955, 1st class restoration to avery high standard £3995 

HONDA CR125M ELSINORE 1977 motocross very littie use from new, 100% originai. POA 

JAMES 197 1960, very clean £1495 

MATCHLESS 250 1960, in excellent condition £2995 

ROYAL ENFIELD ELECTRAXS 500cc, 2008, 4,000 miles only, black £3995 

ROYAL ENFIELD ELECTRA EFI 500 SPECIAL 2010 ( call for details ) £2795 

ROYAL ENFIELD 2004 500cc “65” 5 speed Red, electric start single seat/luggage rack 

sports exhaust £2795 

ROYAL ENFIELD 350 CLASSIC 2003, Black, 4 speed, sports exhaust, fully serviced and 

12 months MoT £2495 

ROYAL ENFIELD ELECTRA EFI DELUXE 2009, 3000 miles only, sports exhausts, black 

an d chro me £2995 

SCOTT SPECIAL 1956, Birmingham model, 600cc POA 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ATCO 1920’s Lawnmower with Villiers 2 stroke engine, complete and original £295 

FULLY RESTORED WICKER SIDECAR complete with fittings, to suit veteran/vintage 
motorcycle £2995 

Top price paid for your classic, vintage or veteran motorcycle 



124 London Road^ Knebworth^ Herts SG3 6EY 
0143R 812926 • harv0y-jackson@btcantiectFCom 


NORTHANTS CLASSIC 
BIKE CENTRE 

We have moved (e 162 Weillnehorough Rd, Rtithifen. Norlhenlt NN10 9SU 

Tel: 01933 355 S 2 S 


2016 AJ$ ntw Modona acoaler.. ,01265 

1961 AJS 650 £3995 

1959 Ariel 250 Luder .^.£1995 

1957 Ariel 350..^ *...„.£2®9S 

1968 BSA A65 Outfit -.£3996 

1966 BSA 175 Bantam .£695 

1962 BSA RGS Rep 650 .......£6995 

1976 Henda SSO 4 . £3495 

1974 Hcinda 00360..-- -..—£2496 


1962 Norton 600 OoiiHn»tor«..»-E6295 

1964 Royal Enfield 250..-.-.-. £2596 

1969 Royal EnMeld 350. £1496 

1964 Triumph SOOTRSC Rep £6995 

1957 Triumph 650 6T-« £6795 

1965 Triumph 650TR6„ „E6495 

1969Triumph 6S0TR6.-.......,.......£6S95 

1992 Vespa 80.— ,,—,-£1695 


www.northantsclassicbtkes.co.uk 

Viewing and Sales Tuesday to Saturday 
British Bikes bought for cash or sold on commission 


RDX CLASSIC BIKES 


RETIREMENT sale: 

Jeep Cheroke 05 reg, 2.4 petrol good mpg, 
33,000 miles only, full history and service 
possible part exchange for bike 

Moto Mlnarelll 50cc very original £350 

Honda Express, 50cc, 1980, original bike £450 

Francis Barnett project bike 

Yamaha XJ550 1980, restored, nice bike, 

bargain, possible part exchange £1250 

Ford Cougar 1998, good solid car, 87,000 
miles, bargain to clear, part exchange bike £350 

F/Barnett 200 AMC original, low miles £700 

Ambassador scramble type bike, 225oc single 

Villiers, aly wheels £750 

F/Barnett green lane type 197cc Villiers ... £750 


WANTED: 

Suzuki Jeep 

Ariel 350 NH restoration project 
orw.h.y 

SPARES: 

Veto LE spares large quantity 
to be sold in job tot 
BSA parts and spares 
Honda C90 spares 
Honda engines/petrol tanks 
Honda CG spares 
Kawasaki Z400 spares 
BSA Dandy spares 
Honda Dream spares 
Suzuki 250 spares 
Honda 175 Sloper spares 


T*l: Roger on 017D6 85:5346 or 0766a 611794 onytim# 

fftii DEUVIRV F06 MOST 


’T 


73 It 1 1 h U i 0 II ftl o t a r b i U c s 




Harley Davidson WLA 750, 1942 In vtty nJce fe« 
cxMnd- The WLA called Liberators, in Europe. Tbis 
WLA WHS (eft behind after the war L wo* tound 10 yrs 
aga A. has been resit by (he former owner €1 5, 5^X1 


Beauritol restored Honda CB550F. runs and 
ddves like a new Honda In 1977 shoukl. This Honda 
ha& the origlnaJ Dutdi registration —€2950 


nils former Danish pohcebike was built specially 
for the poliqeforce with the fast RAJ/Z en^ne. The 
BMW mns and drives vety wdl. The frame te from a 
X5I/3 CB2S0 


Automoto A17 fhorn 1930 ISChx sv fri good 
runnlrtg conditton and with odginaJ Dutch fcgjstratton 
papers. This Auromoto has very nke details .... €6960 


Hailey Davidson V^LA 1941, very original bike, 
ctvllumised <n Holland in the 70ii Thu bike runs am* 
drives perfect €15, 500 


Nimbus 7 SQcjc four<yhnder txill't In (954 In a very 
nke condition. The Nirnbus haa Danish 

papers £0950 


PLEASE. VISIT OUR WEBSiTt FOR A FULL LIST OF OUR BIKES FOR SALE 
OVER 200 OLD MOTORCYCLES IN STOCK 

WANTED PRE 1945 MOTORCYCLES IN ALL CONDmONS - ALSO COMPLETE COLLECTIONS WANTED 

We speak EngKsh and German. Visiting ts strictly by appointment either by phone/email 

info@diitch-lion'motorbikes.com • www.dtitch-lion'[notorblkes.coiTi 
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Trading place 




JAMBS CARGO 
MOTORCYCI.E 
SHIPPING 


].ONJH>\ +4401175,1 MI7 722 
MA^rHKSTI M *44ak1fr] w im 

w w wj a mts^argribikes.com 


BOOK YOUR AD NOW! online www.classicmotorcycle.co.uk post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 95 email freeads@classicmotorcycle.co.uk 



TRIUMPH SPEEDMASTER 

combination with Watsonian 
sidecar & fitted with unique 
reversing device, tall screen, 
panniers, spot lights, Thatchen 2 
alarm system, £7299 Tel. 07774 
1 08948. Grt Manchester 




TRIUMPH SPRINT Triple, 900cc, 
60,000 miles, 1995, top end 
engine failure, bike has been kept 
garaged, good condition, £450 
Tel. 07404 486333. London 




good condition, matching frame 
& engine numbers, £2400 ono 
Tel. 01432 267201 . Hereford 




TRIUMPH T100R 1974, Daytona, 
much spent receipts to show, 
matching numbers, MoT May 
2016, lost interest, £4250 Tel. 
John 07821 116741. London 




TRIUMPH T120 650cc, 1967, 
matching nos, MoT, excellent 
condition, nice to ride or 
investment, £7500 Tel. 01706 
852775. 



TRIUMPH T120 BONNEVILLE 

1966, fully rebuilt, matching 
frame & engine numbers, Boyer 
electric igniton, new MoT, very 
low mileage, £7500 ono Tel. 
01305 262056. Dorset 



TRIUMPH TIGER 100SS 1968, 
excellent condition, matching 
numbers, Sorned, £4500 Tel. 
01304 617865. Kent 



TRIUMPH T21 1962, a rare 
opportunity, one owner, original, 
matching numbers, 600 miles 
since engine rebuild, on Sorn, 
year’s MoT, Rodark panniers, 
offers over £3600 Tel. 01579 
362940. Cornwall 



TRIUMPH TIGER 110 1954, 
mint condition, matching 
numbers, low miles. Tel. 07702 
013705. Grampian 



TRIUMPH T21 Bathtub, 1958, 
good condition, but not mint, a 
few new parts & extras fitted 
sounds really well, £2500 no 
offers Tel. 07495 194747. Grt 
Manchester 



CAROLE NASH 


Classic Bike 

insurance 

zjoiiO 781 930b 


Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd 
is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 


TRIUMPH T90/3TA 1961, great 
useable condition, MoT April 
2016, comes with matching 
numbers, spare engine, slight 
ethanol damage to tank paint, 
£3250 Tel. 01908 385889. Milton 



Keynes 


TRIUMPH TIGER 800XC 2012, 
11,536 miles, fsh, one owner 
from new, fully loaded, MoT, no 
long journeys, £6850 Tel. 01329 
220151. Hampshire 



TRIUMPH THUNDERBIRD 650 

1959, fully restored, £8000 Tel. 
07934 393732. Buckinghamshire 



^ : 

TRIUMPH TRIDENT T150V 


1974, 20,343 miles, excellent 
original condition, stainless rims 
& spokes, unleaded head, £6100 
Tel. John 02083 063033. Kent 



TRIUMPH TR6SR 1965, 930 
ever made, full top end engine 
rebuild, new alternator, four 
gallon tank, V5, £7000-£6500 
open to offers. Tel. 07759 
222942. London 



TRIUMPH TR7VTiger750, 1976, 
beautifully restored inc upgrades 
unleaded head, Mikuni carb, 
stainless steel rims & spokes, 
electronic ign, £5395 ono Tel. 
07817 257889. Leics 



TRIUMPH TROPHY TIOOc, 
1970, 11 months restoration to 
original, mint bike, matching 
numbers, W.R box, Boyer 
ignition, good chrome Dunlop 
rims, £6250 Tel. Graham 01395 
278966 after 6.30pm. Devon 



TRIUMPH TROPHY excellent 
condition, long MoT, runs like a 
dream, some spares, £1550 Tel. 
01158 547932. Notts 



TRIUMPH TROPHY TIOOc, 
1970, 11 months restoration to 
original mint bike, matching 
numbers, Boyer ignition, good 
chrome, Dunlop wheels, £6250 
after 6.30pm Tel. Graham 01395 
278966. Devon 



TRIUMPH TROPHY T100C 

1970, Canadian re-import, 
matching numbers, English reg, 
comes with trailer plus large & 
small screen £4750 Tel. 02392 
385680. Hants 


TRIUMPH TWENTY ONE 

original, brown/gold, matching 
numbers, easy starter, good 
looking bike, photographs 
available, £2750 ono Tel. 01923 
677362. Herts 


VELOCETTE 350cc, 1955, Mac, 
all original with pump, nearly mint 
condition, with Concentric carb, 
£5500 Tel. 01768 868565. 
Cumbria 


VELOCETTE LE 1966, water 
cooled, dry stored since 1981, 
11,000 miles approx, ex 
Velocette employee bike, not a 
basket case, £2000 Tel. 07882 
766944. West Midlands 


VELOCETTE MOV racer Woods 
head & barrel, TT carb, alloy 
baffled tank, early KTT brake, 
alloy 1 8” rims, c/r gears, £5000 
Tel. 01614 432492. Stockport 



VELOCETTE VIPER new main 
bearings, big end new monobloc, 
12 volt electrics, electronic 
ignition, good condition, £6850 
Tel. 02083 045132. Kent 



VICTORIA AERO 250cc 
motorcycle from the mid 1 950s, 
complete less piston in need of 
restoration, £650 ono Tel. 07793 
066401 . Northamptonshire 



WK HIGHWAY TRIKE made in 
Germany, VW1300, age related 
plate, 1993, needs tidying and 
paint is faded. Low mileage, low 
price, V5 present, £5000 ono Tel. 
01159 244636. Notts 



YAMAHA RD400 to restore, 
engine running, standard trim, 
correct exhausts etc, matching 
numbers, red/white colours, 
£2250 Tel. 01874 712265 after 
6pm. Powys 



» 

YAMAHA RXS 100 1987, 20k 


miles, new MoT, immaculate 
condition, lovely little classic, 
£750 ono Tel. 01344 303298. 
Berks 
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BLAST CLEANING 


CARBURETTORS 



Works: 01 895 26389C 

Heothrow, Middlesex 

eltecl 00@btconneGtcom 

VAPOUR ' BEAD - GRIT < ULTRASONIC 

Fine Limit Cleoning and Finishing Specialists. 
Also Welding, Stove Enamel & Powder Coating 



www.bike-aquablasting.co.uk 


We specialise in cleaning 
Bike and Car parts as well as 
metal antiques. 

We can clean most metal 
components and antiques using 
aqua blasting to return them to 
their original condition. 

For all your engine and carburettor aquablasting 
& uitrasonic cleaning requirements 


Please contact Ray 01 16'286'784S 
contact@bike-aquabla5ting.co.uk 
Unit S6, Whittle Est, Cambridge Rd, Whetstone. Leicester. LE8 6LH 



Swadlincote Vapour Blasting 

See our website for full details of our services 
www.swadl incotevapourblasting .CO. uk 

07702 041 826 


BOOKS 


Pooks Books 


BUY, SELL, SWAP 

Books, Brochures, 
Mags, Manuals 

Shop at Fowke St, Rothley, Leks 
TEL: 0116 237 6222 
0116 237 6661 
FAX: 0116 237 6491 



CABLES 


J.J. CABLES Ltd 

(Johnson’s Cables) 
Specialist Manufacturer Of Cables 

SPEEDO, TACHO, COhn-ROL BOWDEN & NYLON 
LINED. MADE TO RATTERN. DIY CABLE 
MATERIALS & FITTINGS FROM STXK 
All enquiries to: Hilifields Farm, 
Llghthome,Waii(sCV35 0BQ 
09.00-17.30 Monday to Riday 
Phone (01926) 651470 - Fax (D1926) 651999 



ULTRASONIC OUflUtflTCMt A CDlfftMOrr CltAMHC 


Ultruwik 

Vaptwr i Ssdl Bliithg. 
AIIAII«yC«iApaA?nU 
UA be dunid Mibif 
mrnwdiinefT. 
lor tuioflfl, Cnnk Ciseiv 





We specialise in the cleaning of all internaJ & inaccessible 
passageways of most mechanical alloy components, 
we specialise in the motor industry. 

CALL CHRIS CLAYDEN ON 05602 051339 
OR VISIT WWW.CARBCLEANING.COM 


ELECTRICAL 





PAUL GOFF CUSS1C EUCTRICAL SPECIALtSt Wi MITROBLDHIIQE 

gj 


neouLATdiu 

Mcnntn 

Fv N1>3V iiMtam 


filRLIHO KEPLICAI 


NniOilTVlSplHM 


IHIAim HAUOQBN 
•UIM 4 LHRS 

Brwtor qpKwnwiN tor 
iiaivlli li 


: m vtoWMH mi 

T tTNAWOt PNOOF 
k- ec-moL TAe* ea.te 


¥ 


isn*rtwm' ■■■■ 

C%«A 


01494 868218 

62 ClafB Rd, Pmstwood, Bucks HP16 mU 
1 f 1 llAll 11 r. 1 l 1 iirtisaO 2 .fr 0 ei 1 k.di 1 n 


Catinando Stnriccs 


j^peciofisT vifitH iSyrGH ixprritfite 
in monufiKtufing Stipake iacmi 
ferCtoisAcBlMcM. Of ctrifection 
lerWff fof ^nfngand fovit fusing Iby 
ormnqcmefit^, ottd 

Htctfitaf porG f 

Tel 01603 736999 


www.ckmando-serviaLco.uh 


To advertise in the 
next issue give 
Sarah a call on 
01507 529418 


FRAME REPAIRS 


Maidstone Motoliner Ltd 


FRAME STRAIGHTENING 

checking and repairs, forks, yokes and cast wheel repairs 
30 years experience Tel: 01 622 790705 

and same day service WWW.motoliner.com 


BRAKE SHOES & CLUTCH PLATES [ JOBS 


THE NAME IN FRICTION YOU KNOW AND TRUST 
BRAKE AND CLUTCH RELINING SERVICE 



• Professional Service Est 1980 

• Classic, Vintage, Specials & Obsolete 

• Bonded, Riveted, Machined 

• Wide choice of asbestos free lining compounds 

• To suit all applications. Road use. Trails & Racing 

• 24 Hour mail order service 




Custom Brakes ^ H 
Holbrook Rise, Halbrook Ini 


tarn & 


Hydi 
d E 


rauiics Ltdi, Unit 2 
Estate, Sheffield, SSO 3FG 


TsI: 0114S 7S7971 www.cy«ombrakea.co«yk 


Specialist Auctioneer of Vintage and Classic Cars 


WANTED 


Com mission based individuals to source motorcycles for 
our expanding auction house We hoJd four auctions each 
year and are looking for extra entries for which we will pay a 
commission/6nders fee. 

For more information pleaie contact Richard on « 

01249 444544 •£ 

www.ricliardedmondsauctions.com 
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Trading place 



BOOK YOUR AD NOW! online www.classicniotorcycle.co.uk post/fax Fill in the coupon on page 95 email freeads@classicmotorcycle.co.uk 


FOR SALE 


AJS 350cc engine, 1960, 
stripped down, 99% complete, 
refurbished crankshafts, can 
be picked up either Cambridge 
or Essex, £325 Tel. 07922 
043121 . Cambridgeshire. 
ARIEL NH350 Red Hunter, 
1951, matching numbers, 
plunger frame, original old 
reg, ride or restore, £3000 Tel. 
07786 903812. Scotland. 

BSA BANTAM D1 125cc, 
1953, dual saddle & fittings, 
new D1. Bantam D1 battery 
holder, new. Bantam D1 
kickstart, 1 953, gear lever D1 
1953. Tel. 01242 663903. Glos. 
DUCATI SUPERLIGHT 
900 collectable classic in 
immaculate original condition, 
16,131 miles, £3500 Tel. 
George 07771 834445. 

Warwickshire. 

FRANCIS-BARNETT for 

restoring, 1957, historic V5C, 
transferable reg, all original 
tinware, present stored since 
1978, 8E Villiers, 197cc engine, 
£500 Tel. 01912 629289. 
Tyneside. 

FRANCIS-BARNETT 1960, 
Cruiser 80 MKII, fitted 2T 
Villiers by Villiers Services Ltd, 
total recondition, fully stripped 
& rebuilt to very high standard 
everything refurbished, Tel. 
07788 925200. Hampshire. 
LAVERDA FORMULA 668cc, 
black, compact Sportster, 
one of 200, MoT recent new 
rear tyres, £2700 Tel. 07794 
117679. South Wales. 

NEW HUDSON 211cc T/S 
two speed first class condition, 
original number transferable 
£4750 Tel. 01491 680712. 
Oxon. 

TRIUMPH 650 TWINS 

genuine workshop manuals, 
for Triumph 650cc, twins, 
T120R, Bonneville, TR6R Tiger, 
TR6C, Trophy, 1969 to 1980 
Tel. 01483 571908. Surrey. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


40T SPROCKET for 

lightweight British motorcycle 
(poss Tandon) 1.875” hole, 
fixing holes on 2.5” PCD, 
chain size 1/2” x 3/16”, 
£10 Tel. 01223 843802. 
Cambridgeshire. 

52T STEEL SPROCKET 1/2” 
X 5/16” chain, 5.625” centre 
hole, nine fixing holes on 
6.25” PCD, to fit Tiger Cub 
wheel, £15 Tel. 01223 843802. 
Cambridgeshire. 

AJS TWIN main frame for 
1959, £125 Tel. 07583 599523. 

BMW K100 1987, assortment 
spares: 2 wheels, 15” rear, 
front wheel normal, £100. 
Starter motor & petrol pump, 
£150. Two wing mirror, two 
clutch cables, various other 
spares, 1 2 volt battery, Oxford 
Oximiser 900, £30 Tel. 01424 
222890. Sussex. 


BSA GOLD STAR BB34 

long fork shrouds, vgc, £80 
pair. RGS mudguards genuine 
chrome needs, good clean 
front c/w stays, £95 pair. Rear 
number plate, genuine, £10. 
Tel. 07711 956049. South 
Yorks. 

CRASH BARS front and back 
fit any bikes, good chrome, £35 
p&p at cost. Also top box, £20 
bargain. Tel. 07443 642408; 
01 1 33 91 0028 anytime. West 
Yorks. 

HONDA BLACKBIRD r/h 

silencer, off 99 FI model, 
only been on bike for one 
year, no damage, perfect 
condition, looks brand new, 
£150 ono Tel. 01289 381140. 
Northumberland. 

KAWASAKI W800 two sets 
unused exhaust/silencers, 
£300 Tel. 01661 853032. 
Northumberland. 

MZ SUPER 5 f/wheel, brake 
shoes, 2LS brake & wheel, 
pump, coil, rubbers, f/rests, 
oddments, postage & Air 
ambulance contribution. Tel. 
01 287 636372. North Yorkshire. 
NORTON WIDELINE saddle 
in very good condition with 
chrome rim, £75. Triumph unit/ 
pre unit chrome h/lamp v/good, 
£25, plus p&p or collect. Tel. 
Ian 07762 131276. Hampshire. 
SUIT AUTO JUMBLER new 
Burman CP & GB gear shafts, 
chain, Ariel engine sprockets, 
rockers, cylinder heads, new 
pistons, ex/wd primary case. 
Tel. 01535 635069. West 
Yorkshire. 

SUZUKI GS550E side panels, 
£20. Carburettors, £50. Forks 
& yokes, £50. 4 into 1 Motad 
exhaust, £50. Front & rear 
wheels with discs, £40. Rear 
light, £1 5. Honda Z50R, rolling 
chassis, £75. Tel. 07908 
279588. Staffs. 

TRIUMPH CLUTCH 1956/60, 
excellent, £120. Speedo, 
120mph, excellent, £190. BTH 
twin magneto, £180. Lucas 
Ammeter, new, £50. Tel. Albert 
02088 944704. Twickenham. 
TRIUMPH CRANKCASES 
1937/38 Speed Twin, six stud, 
timing cover and barrels, all 
new rare find, other parts. 
Tel. Albert 02088 944704. 
Twickenham. 

TRIUMPH TRIDENT Sprint 
breaking, many parts available 
from 1995 bike. Tel. 07789 
801540. Wiltshire. 

TWO VILLIERS SILENCERS 
one 1 1/2” pipe fitting, 

reasonable chrome but no 
bracket, possibly for Greeves 
Roadster twin, small dent 
near inlet pipe made possibly 
to clear footrest. One 1 3/4” 
pipe fitting, poor chrome but 
with fixing bracket possibly for 
Roadster single, neither have 
baffle tube, £40 ono for both 
collected, postage extra. Tel. 
07806 727867. Cambs 


WANTED 


A BIG FOUR STROKE British 
or German wanted, prefer 
V5, any condition, for retired 
engineer to fettle & ride, not 
a dealer, to use weekends, 
sensible price, cash no hassle 
sale & collect any area, please 
ring. Tel. John 01482 896319; 
07788453318. East Yorkshire. 
ANY MOTORCYLE 
PROJECTS any age, any 
condition, looking for me and 
my young son as I’m trying to 
get him off the computer. Tel. 
07855 475670. Devon. 

ARIEL ARROW rear 

mudguard outer rear 

mudguard inner pair rear 
suspension units, centre stand 
wanted urgently to complete 
restoration. Tel. 01 708 751 653. 

ARIEL WANTED 250, 350 
1937/8/9, nice condition, good 
or bad, no silly prices please. 
Tel. 01912 514428. Tyne & 
Wear. 

BMW R90S must have 

matching numbers and in 
good original condition, please 
contact with details, price and 
photos if possible. Tel. 01633 
264808. Gwent. 

BSA B 31/33 alternator engine 
spares, needed to restore a 
1 959 model after I retro fitted 
mag in the sixties. Tel. Dave 
01 545 571 756. West Wales. 
BSA/TRIUMPH restoration 
project wanted, single or twin, 
open to offers bigger cc the 
better. Tel. 07932 948153. 
Notts. 

CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
WANTED any make or size, 
anything considered & in any 
condition. Tel. 07548 801403. 
Notts. 

DUNDAPP KS600 twin 
wanted or early 1930s BMW 
twin any condition, project 
or goer. Tel. 01978 842668. 
Clwyd. 

EXCELSIOR TALISMAN twin 
wanted, swinging arm model, 
any condition or spares. Tel. 
07932 948153. Notts. 

FRONT & REAR mudguards 
rear chainguard for 1946-51 
rigid rear Matchless G3L. Tel. 
07583 599523. Leics. 

HONDA GOLDWING 1800 
Tow Pac Insta Trike Kit for 
my Goldwing any condition 
cash waiting. Tel. Paul 01516 
788883. Wirral. 

HONDA SUZUKI 200cc/ 
250cc for restoration, 
reasonable complete, 
Cheshire area, fair price paid. 
Tel. 01925 262571 . Cheshire. 
JAMES COMET IF 1949 
model silencer and tail 
pipe complete, also set of 
handlebar levers for James 
Comet. Tel. 07762 947105. 
Northern Ireland. 

MV AGUSTA 125 Sport 
wanted from 1975-1980. Tel. 
01926 770123. Warwickshire. 


JAMES ML SPARES 

WANTED gearbox outer case 
and kickstart assembly, front 
fork spring and fittings. Kenya. 
Email. §guy@gingerink.tv 
LOOKING FOR HONDA 
CB72 reg 512PF my bike, 
new 1963. Tel. 07971 531381. 
Hampshire. 

MOTORCYCLE BOOKS 

wanted, Mick Walkers 
Matchless, Ariel, Royal Enfield, 
marque histories, Crowood 
press, others considered. 
Tel. Andrew 01268 764944. 

Poopy 

SECURE COVERED 
PARKING wanted for vintage 
Enfield in SE London (Forest 
Hill, Sydenham, Dulwich). 
Anyone have space in their 
garage to rent? Tel. 07401 
217796. London. 

TRIUMPH TROPHY 1950s, 
private buyer looking for any 
original trophy, whatever 
condition, will travel. Tel. 
07745 131990. Cheshire. 
TRIUMPH 350 engine and 
frame wanted. Not bothered if 
it needs work or parts missing. 
Tel. 07904 561716 East 
Yorkshire. 

WANTED The Man Behind the 
Motorcycles, Edward Turner, 
Clew. Tel. 01316 640904. 
Edinburgh. 

WANTED BSA A65 pre oil in 

frame engine, condition not 
important. Tel. 07891 804504. 
Oxfordshire. 

WANTED PARTS FOR 1931 
Triumph Junior X, all parts 
required except frame, forks, 
tank and tool box, anything 
considered. Tel. 07956 326503. 
North Yorkshire. 

WANTED SUZUKI GT750A 
must be in good original 
condition or well restored with 
good original three into four 
exhaust. Tel. 01323 740011. 
East Sussex. 

WANTED TRIUMPH 500CC 

twin from 1966, any condition, 
will prefer a Daytona, no silly 
prices can even swop for a 
Honda K6 750 four in vgc. Tel. 
07828 755038. Lancashire. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


BARBOUR JACKET black 44 ” 
International, matching black 
trousers XXL, buyer collects, 
£50 Tel. 01943 461736. North 
Yorkshire. 

BERKLEY T60 matching 
numbers, original car, for 
restoration, £2000 Tel. 01371 
850657. Essex. 

BOOKS: Always in the 
Picture, Velocette by J Clew, 
£10. Motorcycle Cavalcade 
by Ixion, printed 1950, £10. 
Motorcycling year book, 
1951, £5. Barry Sheene, The 
Biograhy, £10. Zundapp 
Dealers window sticker, in 
green, 6”x9”, £20 all plus p&p. 
Tel. Martin 07788 446362. 
Leics. 


BOOKS: Motorcycling 

Electrical Manual, h/b, 1965, 
by Bernal Osborne. Autocycles 
& Cyclemotors, h/b, 1953, by 
Motorcycle Staff. Instruction 
Manual + Spare Parts List, 
New Hudson Autocycle, 
1956/57, 1950/55 two books. 
Francis-Barnett Parts List/ 
Instructions, Model 3&4, 
147CC, 1928/1929. Francis- 
Barnett Sales Catalogue 
Shows, all models, 1927, £9 
each inc postage. Tel. 01923 
677362. Herts. 

HONDA CB750 Workshop 
Manual 91 -95 & 95-99, Clymer 
new 384 pages, £25 + p&p Tel. 
01903 723658. West Sussex. 
LEATHER TROUSERS 40” 
waist, 29” leg with braces and 
waterproof overtrousers, £30. 
Two pairs leather gauntlets, £5 
each, all above had little use. 
One Pair size nine full length 
zip back boots, well uses, 
free to buyer of trousers. Tel. 
01529 968057. Lines 
MAGAZINES: Motorcycle 
Sport 1990-1995, complete 
open to offers, buyer collects. 
Tel. Pete 02476 678081 or 
07775 730011. Warks. 
TRAILER FOR SINGLE BIKE 
by Dave Cooper with ramp 
and lighting board, only used 
twice, £150 ovno Tel. 01256 
703279. Hampshire. 


PERSONALS 


IT IS WITH GREAT 
SADNESS to announce that 
Bill Carmichael of Stamford 
sadly passed away on 28th 
September. Will be sadly 
missed by Pat and Lola and 
everyone who knew him. 


Dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos, 
dynamos, dynamos, dynamos. 
Paul Dunn 01782-856839. (T). 

PA551442C 


Wanted British autojumble 
spares or part projects, BSA, 
Norton, Triumph etc. Try 
us on top prices, friendly 
family firm for over 20 years. 
Collect anywhere especially 
Midlands, Stoke, Birmingham, 
Manchester, Nottingham, 
Derby. Tel. P. Dunn Dynamos, 
S-o-T 01782-856839. (T). 

PA551443C 


Wanted nice Tiger Cubs, would 
consider Terrier. Tel. mobile 
07802 8961 14. (T). an556177C 


Andy Tiernan buys all pre war 
BSAs especially v-twins. Tel. 
01728 724321 (T) or email: 
andybuysbikes@hotmail.com 

AN556178C 



JAMES CARGO 
MOTORCYCLE 
SHIPPING 


LONDON 
+44(0)1753 687 722 


MANCHESTER 
+44(0)161 946 1339 


www.jamescargobikes.coin 

Specialists in Worldwide Motorcycle Shipping 
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MOTORCYCLE FUNERALS 


PARTS, SPARES & SERVICES 



WhlSver 


Motorcycle Funerals 


L 


HARLEY-DAVIDSON, TRIUMPH AND SUZUKI 
HAYABUSA MOTORCYCLE HEARSES 


For accurate ii^rormatlon caff 01530 274888 
www.matorcycfefun«rals*com 


NUMBER PLATES 



Chestnut 

Registrations 


PAS 37B 


ALL MOTORCYCLE 
NUMBERPLATES 
MANUFACTURED 


REG NUMBERS 
BOUGHT FOR CASH 


BLACK & SILVER PLATES. VALID FOR ALL PRE 1975 MOTORCYCLES. 


Tel 0151 924 6480 

Order online www.chestnut-registrations.co.uk 

P.O.Box 333, Crosby, Liverpool L23 2WB 





[ 


vwww.classjcmotorGycleplates.co.uk / 


' Pressed Metal • Self Adhesive • Perspex Plates 


07854 195 114-01933 390 


m m <i!Il if.U!> ^ ^ 


METAL FINISHING 



5 and 6b Aultone Yard, Aultone Way, Carshalton, 
Surrey, SMS 2LH 
Tel/Fax 020 8647 3123 
www.collinschemicalblacking.co.uk 

Founded in 1966 

• ANODISING 

• BLACKING ON EXHAUSTS 

• CHEMICAL BLACKING 

• CHROME PLATING 

• NICKEL PLATING 

• POLISHING 

• SHOT AND BEAD BLASTING 

• VAPOUR BLASTING 

• ZINC PLATING 

- BRIGHT, COLOUR. BLACK & OLIVE 

• STOVE ENAMELLING 

SPECIALISTS IN CLASSIC BIKES & CARS 
Nationwide Collection & Delivery Service 
ALL WORK CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS GUARANTEED 

5^DIS^UN7wiTirrHIS~ADl ^ 


POWDER COATING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FRAME and SWINGARM 

ary shert blasted and polyester powder 

CMfted. fijikwed by hist coat 




Breahing 
Point 




We have over 250 tonnes 
of quality bike parts for 
most makes & models: 
over 10,000 sq.ft of new 

sccidHtd'i Btwk of usKf Mflutneyfsa .gi ysed bike spafos 

ALL MAKES AND MODELS COVERED FROM 19705 ONWARDS 
1980^5 bikes and sgperbikes a speciality ^ MAIL ORDER NO PROBLEM! 

Tel: 01 224 899228 10 Cables Lane, Tpr^, 

wwWpbreikiiigpoiiit.co.uk I: dektbreikingpoiitt. co.uk Aberdeen A811 9AD 


RESTORATION 


MOTORCYCLE SEAT 
RENOVATION SERVICE 

SUPPUERS OF NEW SEATS FOR MOST BRITISH CLASSIC BIKES 
LOOSE COVERS & FOAMS SUPPLIED 

Please phone for details and price list 


R.K. LEIGHTON 

l-ntt 2, PfirtrJdKC Courl, Prlci:- StreeU 114 

I’el: 0121 359 0514 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 

■ 

PARTS, SPARES & SERVICES 





blk« ffotn only K O # rnKl.^ihi^ 

NJB SHOCKS 

T*ii oi 20« Tsaaez 

OTTBa TIStitZ 

-i 

- normae*rt]jtntack»X«.iiii 


WHEELBUILDING, 
RIMS & SPOKES 
STOCKED 

Spanes for all BriTitsh machines 

Syd Smith (Spares) Ltd 
S5S Orvenlsnd Road, 
Sheffletd SS 5HZ 
Tel: ( 0114 ) 2442738 


STAINLESS STEEL 


SPARES 


HT ENGINEERING 

STAINLESS STEEL 

FASTENERS & MATERIAL 
PARTS MADE TO 
YOUR SPECIFICATION 

FREE PRICE LIST 

350 LEATHERHEAD RD, CHESSINGTON, 

_ SURREY KT9 2NN p 

^ TEL: (01372) 740306 £ 


■jHoFtSn) 


tmifT THnf 
■ Timis 
MCKuniaiias 




Carl Roanar Ifd . 


IttjUi Cntyriun.SviW CK m. 

Fu:aa»4W1<M 
i-fliaU: ti4uniph#Rii1r 


TRANSFERS 


^ ^SSIC 

I ransfers' 

Kobi^rt Derrick Ltd^ 



VETERAN I VINTAGE! CLASSICS 
AlfTOaCLES ■ ENDURO i RACERS 

Visit our nmfd 
website with sc 
ordering fadlityr 
listings (mPDtibft 
interestl send:6Bl1tl 
stamps/ 5 Dollari 


jjjjliij y 

V 'Jf 
l/J! slilJi 


ftOat MARCIA DERftKIL 
CLASSiCTRANSFEftS.FOBOX IT, 
WOTTON -UNDER-EDGE GL11 lYX 
■«rvk*PclAiaktranif«ti.CApilk 

www.tlaisictr4nsfers.co,uk 

Tel; 01 454 360596 B 

Open: 9am to 


,rv*Ni'AGii Rr.i'iJCA 


Wide riioge of top dais^ P*rts 
for Brltlah Motonryclieb 
headlamps, kneegrlps^ 

ftK HittJi and handlebai' rubbcir^ 

flod m^jch more.,. 


WWW* vintage-replica.cz 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE JANUARY 
ISSUE OF THE 
CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLE 

GIVE SARAH 

A CALL ON 

01507 529418 
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The amazing Kompressor 

— BMW’S brilliant boxer — 

The Classic MotorCycie is brought to you by... 
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James Robinson 

Tel 01507 529405 Fax 01507 529495 
email jrobinson@mortons.co.uk 
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Tel 01507 529541 Fax 01507 529495 

email mbarraclough@mortons.co.uk 
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Classic insurance 
redefined. 


E« ^ Classic benefits 

V/ included*: 

-f* Salvage retention 

Shovt/s and events 

r Helmets & Leathers (up to a Limit of £7S0) 

, ^ European motoring (up to 3S days per trip) 

-t* Riding other classics 

IfjjP'** Cover options*: 

Breakdown with options to include 
European cover and Homestart 

j' 

■ir Agreed value 

4* Ride to work 

4* Track day cover 

4* Wedding hire cover [ 

4* and many more 

^ Specialist rates for club members 


Tailor your classic bike insurance policy 
to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our 
friendly UK team for a quote today, 

0333 207 6018 

or visit footmanjames.co.uk 


Footman 
James 

We share your passion 

. 3 ^ follow us@ footman _James 



Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike j Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household 

co^r b subject to insurers terms and conditions, wFiidi is available upon requesL ^*19S4 NortanFS2 Vaiut f 4SD0. Main policy only and does not include any FJ+ cover 
options. All premiums assume it is not the main vehicle and includes Insurance Premium Tax. Male rider aged over years old, 2000 annual iJrnited mileage, and full dean 
driving licence with no daims or convictiorts Membef of assodstEd dub Postcode 0X10, vehicle garaged with no modilications indudes a £10 arfangefrimt fee 

Footman jimca Is a trading name of Towergate Underwrttlng Oroup Limited Registered In Ertglinif No. 40417S9. Registered Address; Towergate Hot^, FcUpse Park. Sittipgboume Roed. 

Maidstone. l£em M E14 3EN . Authorised and regulated by the FinarKial Conduct Authority Telephone calls may be fecOrded AOC BZD4 n 1 4 
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VOUR 

IS IN 





Th« calm befom the itofm. Competitor} ouemble on the beterathntert of the 
1927 Senlof fT. Winner Alee Bennett f Norton} len'l in thiplctun^ ae he pTjrted number 
38:, IhoujS^ the Nhhmi Hu^^n of uennd plac^nlilw Mmmi Guihrt* le nupber 14 i ^ ^ 
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YESTERDAYS ANTIQUE MOTORaClES 


Pannenweg 

260, 6031 RK Nedem 

. . ft ‘ 

reert. The Netherlands 

1 + 

n . . . . -a., . 

1 

1 j ^ 

• *1 

1 1 1 



1908 ZeneUe tricycle Cradua gear. 1925 Moto Cuzzi C4V 4-valve OHC 1928 BSA SOOcc OKV £10,950 

.......£22,500 racing.............. .......£66,000 



1935 Marley-Davidson 1200cc VD. 1923 Norton 16H SOOcc .£14,950 1902 Singer. £37,500 

£18,750 



1911 New Hudson 2 % HP JAP £12,500 1940 Moto Guzzi Condor 500cc OHV. 1939 BSA Silver Star SOOcc OHV 

£56,500 £10,950 



1916 Magnat Debon 398cc OHV.......... 1914 BSA 3-speed ........„....,......X13,950 1929 Dollar 350cc OHV Chaise .£5,250 

£12,500 


WANTED: Not only BROUGH SS 100, L^ON BOLLEE, MEGOLA HILDEBRAND & WOLFMUILER, 
PENNINGTON, HOLDEN, but also any pre ^40 500-1000cc SV, OHV, OHC and 4 cyl. Machines. 


All prices in GBP 


WE HAVE 100+ BEAUTIFUL MACHINES, STILL TOO MANY TO LIST! 


Tel: 0031 495 546054 Fax: 0031 495 526763 www.yesterdays.nl 

e*mail: oIHce@yesterdays.n] 

V'isifors fly afipointment, IVt ship worldwide at cost. 














